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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE The Next Rosetta Stone 

Science serves its readers as a forum for the 
presentation and discussion of important issues 
related to the advancement of science, including The pessimistic fear that man will destroy the genus Homo may be 
the presentation of minority or confficting points - 

of view, rather than by publishing only material justified. But most catastrophes that could have that effect are more 
on which a consensus has been reached. Accord- likely to spare at least a few human beings, perhaps persons already 
ingly, all articles published in Science-including 
editorials, news and comment, and book reviews adapted or ones who can adapt most quickly to primitive conditions. 
-are signed and reflect the individual views of the Survival would be their principal business for some generations, but 
authors and not official points of view adopted by 
the AAAS or the institutions with which the after a time there would be scholarly curiosity about the remains of 
authors are affiliated, earlier civilizations. 

Editorial Board If "a great society is ultimately known for the monuments it leaves 
1968 1969 for later generations," as Professor Abraham Pais of Rockefeller Uni- 

RosERT L. BOWMAN EMsL HAURY 
Jossm W. CHAMs SLAIN WILLARD F. Lisav versity has said, what a puzzle we have constructed for those future 
JOHN T. EDSALL Evsaarr I. MENDscLsousN scholarsl The pyramids would probably still stand. Remains of great 
ALEXANDER HOLLAENOER JOHN R. PIERCE cities would persist, as would highways, canals, and airfields. Archi- 
GoRooN 5. F. MACDONALD KENNETH S. PsTzsR 
NEAL E. MILLER ALEXANDER Rscss tectural styles of neighboring ruins would often be very different. Latin 
Ds Wrr-r STETrEN, 1st. CLARENCE M. zENER inscriptions would appear in widely scattered parts of the world. In the 

rubble of Washington would be found a misleadingly large number of 
GusTAs' 0. Aaxunsiuus RIcHARD C. LEWONTIN bronze men on horseback. A few books might survive, but the odds 
FRED R. EOoAN ALFRED 0. C. Niss 
HARRY F. HARLOW FRANK W.  would favor Dick and Jane over Toynbee. Myths and legends about the 
MILTON HARRIS ancient times before the great catastrophe would often be at odds with 

Editorial SfIff the physical remains. We can be sure there would be arguments over 
Editor what those earlier people and earlier times were like. 

PISLIP H. Aasow How might we help future scholars solve the puzzles we leave? Al- 
Publisher Business Manager ready there are a number of time capsules buried here and there. This 
DAJIL WOLFLE HANS NUsssAuM year, to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the discovery of helium, 

Managing Editor: RossstT v. ORMES a selection of products of the contemporary world, including microprint 
Assistant Editors: ELLEN E. Musts'ssv, JoInt E. copies of Science, are being sealed in capsules in Amarillo, Texas, to be 

RINOLE opened in 25, 50, 100, and 1000 years. Such capsules might be helpful, 
Assistant to the Editor: NANcY TEIMOuUAN but something more carefully planned for the indefinite future is called 
News Editor: Jossit WALSH for. Any amateur archeologist who has imagined himself the lucky finder 
Foreign Editor: DANIEL S. GREENBERO* of the Rosetta Stone will know that this is just the thing those future 
News and Comment: LUTHER s. CARTER, BRYCE archeologists would like to find. 

NELSON, PHILIP M. BOFFEY, ANDREW JAMISON, MARTs How, and of what, and where should we construct our modern Rosetta 
MUELLER, ANN H. LARUS 

Book Reviews: SYLVIA EBERHART Stone? The physical material should obviously be long lasting but not 
Editorial Assistants: SUSAN AxELD, JOANNE intrinsically valuable; the basalt of the original Rosetta Stone would be 

BELK, IsAsELLA Born-DIN, ELEANORE BUTZ, HELEN better than gold. But we know more about materials than did our an- 
CARTER, GRAYCE FINOER, NANCY HAMILTON, OLIvER cestors; we should be able to select a better material. 
HEATWOLE, ANNE HoLDsWoIITH, ELEANOR JOHNSON, Where should we place it? Perhaps we should leave identical copies 
PAULA LECKY, KATHERINE LsvINosTOse, LEAH RYAN, 
Loss SCHMITT, BARBARA SHEFI'ER, YA Li SWIoART, in several places. Or perhaps, instead of duplicating each other, different 
ALICE THEILE "stones" should carry different information, including instructions for 

* European Office: 22 Mulberry Walk, London, S.W. findlng the others. As for languages, Latin and English are good candi- 
3, England (Telephone: 352-9749) 

dates, but which others would be most helpful? Should the "stones" be 
Advertising Staff periodically revised to be brought up to date? Should they be buried in 

Director Production Manager the largest cities, preserved in great monuments of their own, or treated 
EARL 3. ScHsstAoO KAY GOLDSTEIN 

Advertising Sales Manager: RIcHARD L. CHARLES in some other way that would protect them well and also signal their 
Sales: New York, N.Y.,  . 42 St. (212-FE- presence? In the recent science fiction Success, 2001, a magnetic anomaly 

6-1858), ROsER-r S. BuasEs; Scotch Plains, N.J., was used as a slgnallng device. 
12 Unami Lane (201-889-4873), C. RICHARD 
CALLIs; Medfield, Mass. 02052, 4 Rolling Lane But most important of all, what would we want to tell the future 
(617-359-2370), RICHARD M. EZEQIJELLE; Chicago, scholars? What information would best help them to learn about this civi- 
Iii. 60611, 919 N. Michigan Ave., Room 426 lization, to interpret the puzzles we leave behind, and to understand why 
(312-DE-7-4973), HascsassT L. BURELUND; Los 
Angeles 45, Calif., 8255 Beverly Blvd. (213-653- and how a civilization that could build so greatly could not preserve 
9817), WINN NANCE. itself? There is a possibility that our decisions of what we would most 
EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massa: like to tell a future civilization will in fact help determine what that 
chusetts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Phone. 
202-387-7171. Cable: Advancesci, Washington. civilization will know of us and our time. It is also possible that de- 
Copies of "Instructions for Contributors" can be the - 

obtained from the editorial office. See also page ciding what to tell those future scholars would put accomplishments 
1709, Science, 29 December 1967. ADVERTISING of our civilization in perspective for ourselves.-DAEL WOLFLE 
CORRESPONDENCE: Rm. 1740, 11 W. 42 St., 
Now York, N.Y. 10036. Phone: 212-PE-6-1858. 
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