
THREE NEW NALGENE? 
RECTANGULAR CARBOYS 

Precision molded of linear poly- 
ethylene for extra strength, 
these new rectangular shape 
carboys offer big space saving 
advantages for every lab. Large 
neck openings for easy filling 
and cleaning. Both the tubula- 
tion of the aspirator bottle and 
the threaded boss of the carboy 
with spigot are integrally 
molded. No leaking. Each car- 
boy has a built-in shoulder ioop. 
Available in 2 gal. (O.D.-13Y32" 
high x 8V2" long x 5l316" wide) 
and 5 gal. (O.D.-148" high x 
1212" long x 8Y8" wide) sizes. 
Molded hand grips on the 5 gal- 
lon size. 

The Nalgene name is molded 
right in-your assurance of 
highest quality. More labs spec- 
ify Nalgene Labware than all 
other brands of plastic labware 
combined. How about you? 
Specify Nalgene Labware from 
your lab supply dealer. Ask for 
our 1967 Catalog or write Dept. 
21101, Nalgene Labware Divi- 
sion, Rochester,r,Y.C4,42. 
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Weightlessness in Space Weightlessness in Space Weightlessness in Space 

Certainly astronauts, whether near or 
remote from the earth, appear weight- 
less because they are in a free-fall con- 
dition. However, whether they really 
are weightless or not depends on one's 
definition of weight. Mueller's claim 
(Letters, 28 July), that the reason for 
weightlessness during an earth-moon 
trajectory has nothing to do with de- 
creasing gravitation, is consistent with 
his definition of weight; however, this 
definition is not the only one given by 
dictionaries. For example, the fourth 
edition of the Concise Oxford Diction- 
ary defines weight first as "Force with 
which body tends to centre of attrac- 
tion," and, as an example of the word 
in context, gives the phrase: "the weights 
of the planets." Since the planets are 
not restrained from accelerating, they 
would be excluded from having weight 
by Mueller's definition. According to 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, weight 
is reduced with decreasing gravitation, 
and very much so during a trip to 
the moon. 

It is not important which definition, 
if either, is on higher authority. My 
earlier letter (9 June) was written in 
the cause of aiding the public under- 
standing of science. This cause is not 
helped if press releases on science use 
a common word in an unusual sense 
without a note of explanation. 

F. E. M. LILLEY 
Department of Geodesy and 
Geophysics, Cambridge, England 

Prominent Noses 

In his paper discussing variation in 
solar ultraviolet at different latitudes as 
a possible basis of racial differentiation 
in man (4 Aug., p. 501), Loomis limits 
himself to the question of skin pig- 
ment. It has occurred to me that his 
theory might be extended to another 
anatomical feature roughly associated 
with skin color and with latitude, name- 
ly, the prominence of the nose. As so 
many people on occasion are painfully 
aware, the nose is without question an 
outstanding receptor of solar rays. In 
fact, it is difficult to imagine what 
other evolutionary reason there could 
be for the sharply thrust-out nose in 
the latitudes of lesser solar intensity. 
. . . As Loomis suggests, the early 
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hominids moving northward into Eu- 
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direct-order 

supply catalogs 
and get same-day-shipment service on 
all these off-the-shelf Atomic Absorp- 
tion items: 
Hollow Cathode Glass Sample 
Lamps Beakers 
Osram Vapor Polypropylene 
Discharge Lamps Sample Beakers 
Lamp Holders Sample Boats 
Standard Solutions Recorder Supplies 

from the nearest of our coast-to-coast 
stockpoints. Direct-to-you delivery 
means you can now fill every need 
whenever you feel the need. And who 
knows your analyzer supply require- 
ments better than the instrument man- 
ufacturer? Other catalogs list supplies 
for IR, UV, GC, pH, Nuclear, Aqua- 
meters & Titrators, Pumps & Fittings. 
Order the specific catalogs you need 
now and take advantage of special in- 
troductory offers. Contact your nearest 
Beckman office or write direct for Data 
File No. 1302D. 
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INSTRUMENTS, INC. 

SCIENTIFIC INSTRUMENTS DIVISION 
FULLERTON, CALIFORNIA 92634 

INTERNATIONAL SUBSI DIAR I ES: GEN EVA; MUNICH; GLEN ROTH ES, 

SCOTLAND; TOKYO; PARIS; CAPETOWN; LONDON; MEXICO CITY 
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