
was itself embryonic. So they remained 
special cases. But once the needed in- 
gredients were available, they could be 
combined to form a viable structure. 
One is reminded of the self-assembly 
of the components of the bacterial virus 
coat: provide the necessary protein 
components and the proper condi- 
tions, and the assemblage forms the 
structure. It is not unlikely that some 
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Tolstoy's view of secular history as due 
to the mass movements of people, rath- 
er than to the specific dynamism of 
their leaders. These are important, 
sometimes critically so, but in response 
to the pressures of the age. So also in 
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aware, for example, of the interrela- 
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the interest in nucleic acids, provided 
methods for their study in chromo- 
somes, pointed up their consequence 
for protein synthesis, and in general 
laid the groundwork for the microbial 

experiments in which the definitive an- 
swers were obtained. There has come 
into existence a canonical text, in which 
bacterial transformation begins the story 
and all the other work is forgotten. It 
provides a rich chapter of history, im- 

portant in Idisplaying the contingencies 
governing advances in science. 

Finally, a word about the style of 
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