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analysis of a problem, the relevant 
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sity of Alaska, College, between 28 Au- 
gust and 2 September 1967. Visitors to 
the State will enjoy the new Marine 
Ferry System, the resurfaced Alaska 
Highway, and the special events in 
the "Centennial City" of Fairbanks. 
Investigators with summer field pro- 
grams in Alaska are particularly en- 
couraged to attend and sessions for 
field reports are scheduled. 

Information and forms for reserva- 
tions in University dormitories are avail- 
able from the general chairman, Dr. 
Peter Morrison at the Institute of Arctic 
Biology, University of Alaska, College 
99735. 
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must have appeared in print between 1 
October 1966 and 30 September 1967. 

Newspaper entries may be a single 
article or a series, or a group of three 
unrelated articles, editorials, or col- 
umns. Entries from magazines, includ- 
ing trade and professional journals, 
may be single articles or a series. Per- 
sons other than the author may nomi- 
nate the articles, and up to three sep- 
arate entries may be submitted in each 
category. 

The awards are provided by the 
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Biomedical Research: 

Changing Mores 

An important responsibility of to- 
day's physician is guiding the course 
of biomedical research in a way which 
preserves the interests of the individual 
yet still promotes advances in the pub- 
lic welfare. The mores of biomedical 
research, and how they are changing, 
were the subjects of a colloquium at 
the meeting of the American College 
of Physicians held in San Francisco, 
10-14 April 1967. 

I. S. Wright (Cornell) introduced the 
theme of the meeting with the com- 
ment that previous failures in civiliza- 
tions have come when man's material 
progress was insufficiently supported by 
philosophical, moral, and ethical codes 
that withstand the test of time. Other 
speakers amplified this statement by cit- 
ing some of the problems which con- 
front contemporary society. Many of 
these problems, such as transplantation 
of organs and trials of new drugs, are 
representative of the challenge of prog- 
ress. However, other problems, such as 
birth control, therapeutic abortion, and 
eugenics, reflect refinements of age-old 
problems still waiting to be solved. 

Samuel Stumpf (Vanderbilt) warned 
that "technological momentum" occa- 
sionally pushes investigators into bound- 
aries where the ethical considerations 
are obscure or confusing. If we are to 
continue to place proper value on the 
dignity of the individual, we may have 
to forego some knowledge because the 
price is incompatible with respect for 
rights of the individual. This prelude by 
Stumpf led naturally to a good deal of 
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Westinghouse Educational Foundation, 
which is sponsored by the Westing- 
house Electric Corporation. The three 
awards will be presented on 27 Decem- 
ber 1967, at the annual dinner of the 
National Association of Science Writers 
during the 1967 meeting of the AAAS 
in New York City. 

Deadline for submission of entries 
is 10 October 1967. For additional in- 
formation, contact Grayce A. Finger, 
AAAS, 1515 Massachusetts Avenue, 
NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. 
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comment on "informed consent," par- 
ticularly as it applies to transfer of or- 
gans and the investigation of new drugs 
on human beings. Signing of the con- 
sent does not absolve the investigator 
from being sued should the outcome 
prove disastrous. Joshua Lederer (Stan- 
ford) suggested that the hazards sur- 

rounding investigations in areas with 
unusual risks could be reduced by 
fair financial compensation of subjects 
and by insurance against failure such 
as is practiced in other "risk situations." 

In the matter of new drugs, the risk 
is often taken first by the investigators 
themselves, who are aware of the limita- 
tions of transferring results of experi- 
ments on animals directly to human be- 
ings. Chauncey Leake (University of 
California, San Francisco) cited the ex- 

ample of his department which was re- 

sponsible for five drugs now in com- 
mon usage. However, he had barred 
other drugs from further investigation 
on human beings because it was al- 
ways his policy to test the medication 
first on himself and other participating 
investigators after the drug had been 
cleared by tests on animals. 

Another area of investigation possi- 
bly posing problems in the future was 
suggested by David Krech (University 
of California, Berkeley) who said he 
had successfully used various drugs to 
increase learning ability of animals. 
Krech reminded his audience of the 
many possible complications which 
could result from an across-the-board 
raising of the I.Q. of a group of peo- 
ple all at once. He doubted that this 
kind of research would find practical 
applications very soon. 
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For 
scientific 
spelunkers 
Garden variety spelunkers explore 
caves. And good equipment helps 
insure their safety. 
That's what Blickman's small lead 
caves are for. 

They help scientists safely explore and 
process radioisotopes for medical, bio- 
logical, agricultural or industrial use. 
The job may be dissolving, blending, 
mixing, filtration, use of centrifuges, 
filling containers or you name it. 
These junior size lead caves can be 
adapted to a variety of small manipu- 
lators. You get great flexibility with 
maximum security. 
Blickman has tailor-made lead caves 
for many institutions or companies 
such as Squibb and Union Carbide. 
You can share in this experience. 
The coupon gets you a catalog on 
radioisotope and other safety 
enclosures. 

S. Blickman Inc. 
I 6907 Gregory Ave. 

Weehawken, N. J. 07087 

Please send safety enclosure 
catalog. 
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Regarding the consequences of sav- 
ing lives of people with various geneti- 
cally determined defects which then run 
the possibility of being passed on to 
posterity, Peter Medawar (National In- 
stitute for Medical Research, London) 
was optimistic in believing that prog- 
ress in medicine was sufficiently speedy 
to compensate for the enzymatic and 
genetic defects that are capable of be- 
ing perpetuated. 

Thomas Starzl (University of Colo- 
rado, Denver) urged prompt reporting 
of bad results and failure in the trans- 
plantation of organs, no matter how 
awkward or embarrassing such confes- 
sions might be. Such information could 
forestall repetition of mistakes by oth- 
ers. 

Rene Dubos (Rockefeller) saw some 
incongruity in allowing free range for 
physicians and scientists to limit their 
research to what personally happens to 
interest them while many health prob- 
lems of serious public importance are 
being ignored. Dubos cited as two re- 
cent examples the long-term effects of 
pesticides as first popularized by Rach- 
el Carson and the safety of automobiles 
questioned by Ralph Nader. Dubos 
doubted that either of these fields would 
be popular research ventures for young 
scientists in spite of the importance 
of these subjects as acknowledged 
through a series of congressional in- 

vestigations. 
The Honorable Warren E. Burger 

(Judge of the United States Court of 
Appeals, Washington, D.C.) emphasized 
the tendency of the law to lag be- 
hind public consensus. The judge urged 
physicians and scientists to take more 
initiative in keeping the public informed 
of advances in knowledge which justify 
changes in the law. 

MARSEILLE SPETZ, M.D. 
P.O. Box 4682 
Sacramento, California 95825 

Calendar of Events 

July 

31-4. Mammalian Oviduct, symp., Pull- 
man, Wash. (E. S. E. Hafez, Reproduction 
Lab., Washington State Univ., Pullman 
99163) 

31-4. Association for the Advancement 
of Medical Instrumentation, annual mtg., 
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ress in medicine was sufficiently speedy 
to compensate for the enzymatic and 
genetic defects that are capable of be- 
ing perpetuated. 

Thomas Starzl (University of Colo- 
rado, Denver) urged prompt reporting 
of bad results and failure in the trans- 
plantation of organs, no matter how 
awkward or embarrassing such confes- 
sions might be. Such information could 
forestall repetition of mistakes by oth- 
ers. 

Rene Dubos (Rockefeller) saw some 
incongruity in allowing free range for 
physicians and scientists to limit their 
research to what personally happens to 
interest them while many health prob- 
lems of serious public importance are 
being ignored. Dubos cited as two re- 
cent examples the long-term effects of 
pesticides as first popularized by Rach- 
el Carson and the safety of automobiles 
questioned by Ralph Nader. Dubos 
doubted that either of these fields would 
be popular research ventures for young 
scientists in spite of the importance 
of these subjects as acknowledged 
through a series of congressional in- 

vestigations. 
The Honorable Warren E. Burger 

(Judge of the United States Court of 
Appeals, Washington, D.C.) emphasized 
the tendency of the law to lag be- 
hind public consensus. The judge urged 
physicians and scientists to take more 
initiative in keeping the public informed 
of advances in knowledge which justify 
changes in the law. 
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dishes, capsules and plates for laboratory 
evaporation. These pieces have been created 
to match the exacting requirements of work- 
ing chemists who require especially high 
quality, uniformity and reliability. Standard 
items include flat bottomed dishes, such as 
the #160 capsules, #182 casseroles, #431 
and #470 dishes. A wide variety of shallow, 
curved bottom dishes are also available. 
These include the #430 regular evaporation 
dishes, #170 capsules, #180, #181, #190 
casseroles, and the #440 and #450 dishes. 
For dry organic precipitates by evaporation 
and absorption, the #760 porous plate is 
offered. A complete selection of Coors lab- 
oratory evaporation equipment is immediate- 
ly available through your laboratory dealer. 

INSIST THAT YOUR LABORATORY PORCELAIN 
WARE CARRY THIS MARK OF DEPENDABILITY 

COORS 
U.S.A. 

COORS PORCELAIN COMPANY,GOLDEN, COLORADO 
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