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This is a pleasant, brief, and some- 
What unconventional biography of one 
of the world's greatest stereochemists. 
Werner was one of Arthur Hantzsch's 
earliest students (1885-1890). Having 
myself studied with Hantzsch in his last 

year of teaching (1926-1927), I am 
led to the realization that much of the 
real advance in chemistry has taken 
place in the past century. Last year's 
centennial of Werner's birth led to a 
number of seminars and special meet- 

ings on coordination chemistry, and 
hence it is fitting that a nontechnical 

biography should be made available to 
inform scientists and the public as to 
the individual. Much has been included 
here to portray his personal reactions 
and way of life, and there are a bibli- 

ography of his works and a list of his 
various honors, which included the first 
Nobel prize to be awarded to a Swiss 
chemist. The result is a most satisfac- 

tory nonscientific biography. 
WALLACE R. BRODE 

3900 Connecticut Avenue, NW, 
Washington, D.C. 

An Arctic Species 
The World of the Polar Bear. RICHARD 
PERRY. University of Washington Press, 
Seattle. 207 pp., illus. $4.95. 

A need has long existed for a defini- 
tive work on the polar bear. Unfortu- 

nately, The World of the Polar Bear 
falls far short of filing this need or the 
author's stated intention of bringing to- 

gether from the literature all that is 
known of the species. The book is, in 
fact, largely a recitation of tales of re- 
doubtable explorers, whalers, sealers 
and the like, with at best sketchy refer- 
ence to the scientific literature on the 

polar bear. The American and Nor- 
wegian literature is especially neglected, 
and those references that are made are 
seemingly secondhand, as evidenced in 
at least one instance by repetition of an 
error from another reference. The book 
is further fraught with inaccuracies and 
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of which are normally missing in adult. 

polar bears. 
The author presents the view that the 

species is much reduced over former 
times and is in possible danger of ex- 
tinction. Completely disregarded is a 
convincing body of evidence which sug- 
gests that the polar bear is not en- 

dangered and may, in fact, be under- 

exploited. Also not mentioned is the 
fact that polar bears are exacting a sig- 
nificant toll on certain diminishing seal 
stocks of great economic value. 

Though generally quite readable, the 
book drags at points. One of the photo- 
graphs of a group of bears (pp. 75-76) 
is an apparent fabrication. The anthro- 

pomorphic presentation may also prove 
an irritant to the technical reader. 

ALBERT W. ERICKSON 

Museum of Natural History, 
University of Minnesota, Minneapolis 
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