Will, Money, and Giantism

Nelson’s report on dramatic develop-
ments at State University of New York
at Albany (News and Comment, 24
Mar., p. 1521), explains everything as
a miracle produced by a peculiar vitali-
ty shared by the governor, the presi-
dent of the state system, and an ag-
gressive academic vice president. He
notes that it exudes a “sweet smell of
money.” What Nelson misses, how-
ever, is the background of strenuous,
and often embittered, struggle for a
broad and rigorous system of public
higher education in a rich but laggard
state.

A recent system president, Carlson,
advocated dramatic development just
a trifle prematurely, and he had to
leave the state. Dean Blegen of Minne-
sota issued a research report on the
New York lag in higher education
and research and it received scanty at-
tention in official circles. Faculty mem-
bers who, as recently as 4 years ago,
advocated or even predicted a fraction
of the support that is now provided
the university were distinctly unpopu-
lar with powers which still wield sub-
stantial authority. That power is now
shared with newcomers. . . . Mean-
while the Albany student body re-
mains, as Nelson indicates, extremely
homogeneous in class and regional
background. Few come from other
states, few from the metropolis, and,
of course, the percentage of minority
racial or religious elements is vanish-
ingly small. If pluralism stimulates in-
tellectual alertness, this is a sign of
continued lag.

Nelson correctly assessed the archi-
tectural giantism of Edward Durell
Stone as a contribution to university
vitality and lure. It is true that there
is a will to attract to Albany both
scientists and humanists who have “an
edge” over the average men in their
respective fields. And all this would be
less important if it were not evidence
that the academic motivation in the
Empire State resembles that of sev-
eral other states, as well as half a
dozen other nations. Everywhere there
is the will to “do better.” If an un-
classified university is to aspire to the
higher ranks, is the combination, then,
of will, money, and giantism the win-
ning formula?

ROBERT F. CREEGAN
Philosophy Department,
State University of New York at
Albany, Albany 12224
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Where the finest separation, analysis and purity
evaluation of protein systems is being carried out...

SGELEOTROPHORESIS
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Now in use in more than 2000 laboratories, Disc Electrophoresis offers unequalled sensitivity
(to 0.01 microgram), speed (separation in 10-30 minutes), simplicity and reproducibility. Disc
Electrophoresis is applicable to almost every area of protein research and clinical investigation,
improving over separations by other methods and giving new separations never before possible
by any technique.

In Disc Electrophoresis, migration of sample substances through specially prepared columns
of polyacrylamide gel produces exceptionally sharp bands of isolated fractions, ‘“stacked” in
disc-like zones as little as tens of microns thick. A random sample of the recent literature
reporting uses of Disc Electrophoresis includes:

SOURCES: Amoebae, E. coli, flu virus, micobacteria, neurospora, polio virus, ribosomes, slime
mould, staphylococci, tubercle bacilli; algae, cats, cattle, dogs, earthworms, fish, guinea pigs,
hamsters, horses, humans, insects, lobsters, mice, pigs, plants, quail, rabbits, rats, sea urchins,
sheep, snails, squid; tissue extracts of aorta, brain, horny tissue, kidney, lens, muscle, pancreas,
parotid, pituitary, skin, thymus, thyroid; fluids such as axoplasm, blood, cerebrospinal fluid,
milk, pancreatic juice, saliva, sperm, umbilical cord serum, urine and uterine fluid.

SUBSTANCES SEPARATED: Proteins, including C-reactive proteins, glycoproteins, mucoproteins,
nucleic acids, nucleo-proteins and thyroxin-binding proteins; hemoglobins and haptoglobins;
globulins, histones, human and bovine growth hormones, ovine follicle stimulating hormone,
human chorionic gonadotropin, enterotoxins, Hageman factor, a-crystallin, collagen, diglyceride
and prolactin; amylase, aminopeptidase, phosphatases; B-galactosidase, carbonic anhydrase,
carboxypeptidase, dehydrolipamide dehydrogenase, glycogen phosphyrylase, lipase, lactic and
malic dehydrogenase, Phosphorylase, ribonuclease, sialidase, transaminase and transpeptidase,
DIAGNOSIS OF: Acute schizophrenia, cancer of the breast and lung, glomerulonephritis, liver
pathology, lupus erythematosus, macroglobulinemia, milk allergy, myeloma, myocardial infarction,
nephrosis, normal and abnormal pregnancy, pneumonia, primary tumor sites, rheumatic fever,
sickle cell anemia, thalassemia, tuberculosis and uremic-hemolytic syndrome.

See how you can apply the benefits of Disc Electrophoresis to your own research. Send now for
complete information, including bibliography, without cost or obligation. Write
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