Pandas in Captivity

Men and Pandas. RaAMONA MOoRrIs and
DESMOND MORRIS. McGraw-Hill, New
York, 1966. 223 pp., illus. $7.95.

The lovable, enigmatic, bizarre giant
panda (Ailuropoda melanoleuca) has
seduced the affections of the world more
quickly and with more élan than any
other animal. It was “discovered” for
the western world in 1869 by that in-
defatigable French priest Abbé Ar-
mand David (who also discovered the
Chinese deer named for him). David
sent panda skins and skeletons to the
Museum of Natural History in Paris.
Since that date the panda has become
one of the leading contenders for the
all-time international favorite. It is, as
the authors say, “as much loved as it
is little known.”

Desmond Morris, formerly curator
of mammals at the London Zoo, and
his wife Ramona have written an ab-
sorbing book about this amazing beast.
They have assembled and analyzed
reams of fact and fiction concerning the
panda, and out of their labor of love
has come a lucid, comprehensive his-
tory of the panda and its relation to
man. The book is well organized, fol-
lowing the history of the panda as
known in the western world, beginning
with the small cousin of the giant pan-
da, the so-called red panda or lesser
panda (Ailurus fulgens). The chapter
on the “discovery” of the giant panda
starts with a discussion of the beast in
Chinese literature and history. Follow-
ing in logical sequence are accounts
of the early panda hunters, the so-
called sportsmen who went out to shoot
specimens for museums. The chapter
on “the panda pursued” tells the story
of the race between Floyd Tangier
Smith and Ruth Harkness to bring the
first live panda to America or Europe.
Mrs. Harkness succeeded, and brought
to this country Su-Lin, the panda that
became the object of so much affection
at the Brookfield Zoo in Chicago. (My
predecessor as director of the National
Zoological Park, William M. Mann,
had the pleasure of Su-Lin’s company in
his apartment for an evening when
Ruth Harkness was trying to find a
home for her prize and offered it to the
National Zoological Park. Mrs. Hark-
ness and the panda spent a delightful
evening with Dr. and Mrs. Mann; how-
ever, since in those days the entire an-
nual budget for the purchase of animals
was $3000, the Manns could only sit and
drool. This is the closest the National
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Zoo has ever come to having a giant
panda, although the lesser panda has
been exhibited herc and has repro-
duced.)

Three chapters follow on the panda
in captivity in America and London
in the post-World-War-II days. They
outline the history of the animal in
captivity, its food habits, its relation-
ship with its keepers, and in particular
thc development of the “cult of the
panda.” The Morrises pay particular at-
tention to this interesting facet of natu-
ral history, that is, the relations be-
tween humans and the animal.

The last two chapters, on the panda
as an animal and on the appeal of
the panda, were thc most interesting
to me. There is a question whether
the panda is a bear-like raccoon or a
racoon-like bear. The Morrises pre-
sent both sides of the discussion and
leave the conclusion to the reader.
However, they do admit that they fa-
vor the raccoon side of the family. The
description of thc anatomy of the
panda emphasizes not only the distinc-
tive coat markings but also the special-
ized intestinal tract and dental de-
velopment, both apparently adapting
the animal to its restricted diet of
bamboo. There is an interesting discus-
sion of the “sixth claw” of the panda,
which is not a claw but a special de-
velopment of the footpad and the
wrist bone which functions like an op-
posite thumb, permitting the animal to
carry food to its mouth. The Morrises
devote considerable space in this chap-
ter and elsewhere in the book to the
difficulty of determining the sex of
giant pandas. In the zoo world, the
pandas’ “changing” sex is both a joke
and an embarrassment.

The book has three very useful ap-
pendices: a concise chronological his-
tory of the panda; a list of all pandas
that have been brought out of the
Orient, and their longevity; and a list of
the bamboos which are known to be
acceptable as food for pandas. There
are a good bibliography and an excel-
lent index.

It is unfortunate that the text was
completed too soon to include the in-
formation about the pandas in China
which was brought back in September
1965 by Caroline Jarvis, editor of the
International Zoo Y earbook (published
by the London Zoo), who had visited
Chinese zoos. Her findings, however,
are summarized in an appendix, where
there is also a brief reference to the
attempt to mate the London panda Chi-

Chi with the Moscow panda An’-An’.

This book amply demonstrates the
need for extensive field studies of the
panda, and it is to be hoped that Chi-
nese zoologists are engaging in this
work,

The authors evidently love their sub-
ject. They write well and wittily. This
is a thoroughly readable popular book
which more serious readers can use
as a springboard for further reading.
Stories about the people associated with
the panda would never appear in the
scientific literature and yet they add
much to the history and mystique of
the animal.

THEODORE H. REED
National Zoological Park,
Washington, D.C.

Chinese Medical History

Huang Ti Nei Ching Su Wen. The Yellow
Emperor’s Classic of Internal Medicine.
Translated from the Chinese, with an in-
troductory study by ILza VErt". Univer-
sity of California Press, Berkeley, 2nd ed.,
1966. 282 pp., illus. $8.

The reappearance of Ilza Veith’s
The Yellow Emperor’s Classic of In-
ternal Medicine after many years of
being out of print is both a welcome
event and a sad commentary on mod-
ern Western scholarship on the oldest
extant system of medical thought and
practice—welcome because we again
have available a readable English
translation of a sizable segment of the
most important theoretical text in the
huge corpus of traditional Chinese med-
ical literature, and sad because in the
17 years since this book’s original ap-
pearance there has been no serious
book-length study in Chinese medical
history.

The Nei Ching itself, dating prob-
ably from the last centuries before
Christ, is the foundation stone of tra-
ditional Chinese medicine as an inte-
grated and theoretically articulated sys-
tem of medicine. A supposed dialog be-
tween the legendary Yellow Emperor
and his chief minister, it propounds

" the basic ideas about physiology, path-

ology, and therapeutics which were to
shape the medical thought of China
and surrounding countries down to the
present century. The work is actually
divided into two sections—the Su Wen
or “Plain Questions,” and the Ling Shu
or “Miraculous Pivot.” The former con-
tains most of the basic concepts about
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