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each). Do not break words at the ends
of lines. Write a brief author note,
giving your position and address. Do
not include acknowledgments. Place
title, subtitle, and author note on page
1. Begin the text on page 2.

Insert subheads at appropriate places
in the text, averaging about one sub-
head for each three manuscript pages.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR CONTRIBUTORS

Keep them short—up to 35 characters
and spaces. Do not use more than
one degree or level of subheads.

Provide a summary at the end.

Do not submit more than one illus-
tration (table or figure) for each 4
manuscript pages unless you have
planned carefully for grouping. With
such planning, many illustrations can
be accommodated in one article. Con-
sult the editorial office for help in
planning.

Reports

Short reports of current research re-
sults may vary in length from 600 to
2000 words (up to 8 manuscript pages)
of text. Limit illustrative material (both
tables and figures) to one item for each
3 manuscript pages. Three items is the
maximum. A research report should
have news value for the scientific com-
munity or be of unusual interest to the
specialist or of broad interest because
of its disciplinary nature. It should
contain solid research results or reliable
theoretical calculations.  Speculation
should be limited and is permissible
only when accompanied by solid work.

Title. Begin the title with an im-
portant word (preferably a noun) that
is likely to be useful to indexers. The
title may be a conventional one (com-
posed primarily of nouns and adjec-
tives), a sentence (containing a verb),
or a structure with a colon (Nictitating
Membrane: Classical Conditioning and
Extinction in the Albino Rabbit). Limit
it to three lines of complete words of
no more than 32 characters per line
(spaces between words count as one
character each). Do not use abbrevia-
tions. Type the title in the middle of
page 1. ,

Abstract. Provide an abstract of 45
to 55 words on page 2. The abstract
should amplify the title but should
not repeat it or phrases in it. Quali-
fying words for terms used in the title
may be used. Tell the results of the
work, but not in terms such as
“—0—" “was found,” “is described,”
or “is presented.”

Text. Begin the text on page 3. Put
the news first. Do not refer to un-
published work or discuss your plans
for further work. If your paper is a

- short report of work covered in a

longer paper to be published in a spe-
cialty journal, you may refer to this
paper if it has been accepted. Name
the journal. If the manuscript has not
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been accepted, refer to it as “in prepa-
ration.” Omit references to private
communications. Do not use subheads.

Signature. List the authors on the
last page of the text and give a simple
mailing address.

Received dates. Each report will be
dated the day an acceptable version is
received in the editorial office.

Letters

The Letters section provides a fo-
rum for discussion of matters of gen-
eral interest to scientists. Letters are
judged only on clarity of expres-
sion and interest. Keep them short and
to the point; the preferred length is 250
words. The editors frequently shorten
letters.

Technical Comments

Letters concerning technical papers
in Science are published as Technical
Comments at the end of the Reports
section. They may add information or
point out deficiencies. Reviews are ob-
tained before acceptance.

Meeting Reports

Meeting reports should summarize
two to four of the most important sci-
entific results and give an interpreta-
tion of them in terms that can be
understood by a wider audience than
that represented by those who attended
the symposium. Focus your report on
events that will have interest, news
value, and significance to an audience

.of varied background. A definitive re-

port is not possible, and a catalog of
who spoke on what subject is dull.

Book Reviews

Book reviews for Science are solic-
ited. Describe, appraise, and evaluate
the book. Write for a general scientific
audience. Consider the book’s scope,
purpose, contents, and potential use-
fulness, and state your opinion of the
book clearly and concisely.

Cover Photographs

Particularly good photographs suit-
able for use on the cover are desired
if they can be published in connec-
tion with any type of paper.



