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Rigid quality tests are made on Du Pont
Reagents...during manufacturing, in the
analytical laboratory, and again before
shipment...to meet Du Pont's own strict
standards as well as the specifications of
the ACS. In all, Du Pont Reagents receive
23 stringent quality checks.

And, over 65 years experience in manufac-
turing reagents (and the highest quality
“crudes’’) has enabled Du Pont to identify
and minimize sources of contamination...
assuring your Du Pont Reagents Distribu-
tor and you of the highest possible quality
and uniformity.

Safety Features—Du Pont also pioneered
many outstanding features for safety and
convenience in reagents handling including
—color coding, safety grip handles, ‘“single-
trip”’ bottles and dripless sleeves...all
available to you through your Du Pont
Distributor.

Service —There are over 160 DuPont Reagents
distributor locations across the country to
assure you of fast delivery and dependable
service...whether it be for 1 or 5 pint bot-
tles or 6% or 13 gallon carboys. The next
time you need reagents of the highest
quality, contact your Du Pont Distributor
—he’s as close as your phone—and specify
“Du Pont”’ Reagents.

You Can Depend on DuPont Reagents...
for Quality, Service and Safety Features
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1 believe further research will show
that spin off was invented not by news-
men but by NASA officials wishing to
avoid the unpleasant connotations of
the word fallout.

Blast off seems to have been carried
over into science (fact) writing from
science (fiction) writing, rather than
having been invented de novo by news-
men. Whether blast off is “spurious,”
as McNeill suggests, is a matter of
opinion; it is as precise in meaning
as the engineer-approved word - liftoff
and a good deal more descriptive.

WiLLiaM HINES
Washington Star,
Washington, D.C. 20003

Cowardly Patient

I wish to thank Preston J. Burnham
for his proposed informed-consent form
(Letters, 22 April). It is indeed heart-
warming to learn that at least one
member of the medical profession is
capable of complete honesty and can-
dor.

The matter is of personal interest
to me because my doctor has insisted
that I undergo the hernia operation
Burnham outlined so eloquently. As
explained to me, the prospect is not
completely unthinkable, although terms
like incision, suture, and others are ob-
viously only synonyms for hack, saw,
and chop. He has even been so devi-
ous as to recommend a surgeon who
has many (perhaps thousands of) suc-
cessful operations to his credit, at the
same time avoiding mention of the un-
told numbers who must surely have suc-
cumbed to the “possible complica-
tions” Burnham listed.

The latter must be aware though,
that his proposed form will meet with
some resistance from the more reac-
tionary elements of the medical fratern-
ity. When I showed it to one of my
neighbors (who is said to be a com-
petent surgeon but whom I know to
be a lousy golfer), he broke up in up-
roarious laughter. Obviously, this sort
of person will obstruct general accept-
ance of the proposal.

I am confident that if devout cow-
ards like myself would sign the con-
sent form seriously, we could not only
halt medical progress but perhaps even
set it back significantly.

R. L. ADDINALL
Research and Development Department,
Steel Company of Canada,
Hamilton, Ontario

Information Exchange Group No. 5

Several information exchange groups
(IEG) have been created by the Na-
tional Institutes of Health as a means
of facilitating scientific communication
in certain specialized fields. In essence,
each provides a selected list of par-
ticipants with preprints of articles as
well as with recent comments or mem-
oranda written by members. Informa-
tion disseminated in this manner may
be cited in formal bibliographies as a
“personal communication” but not
treated as published work.

At the annual meeting of the Ameri-
can Association of Immunologists in
Atlantic City in April, there was con-
siderable discussion of the merits of
IEG No. 5, Immunopathology. Though
it was agreed that the IEG represented
an important experiment in the area
of rapid and effective dissemination
of the results of scientific research,
a number of disadvantages were
noted:

1) IEG communications are sent
only to a limited number of members
of the scientific community. The im-
plied selection, which might be per-
missible for the private dissemination
of preprints, was considered improper
in an operation conducted by a govern-
mental agency.

2) While the IEG clearly accelerates
communication, it does not add to it,
since the preprints are read by the
same scientists who will later read the
published articles.

3) While the preprints are not in-
tended to serve as a substitute for for-
mal publications, they do so in effect,
since complete manuscripts are repro-
duced. The contention that they are
“not published work” is meaningless
since they are, to an increasing de-
gree, quoted in formal bibliographies.
Attempts by a single journal, such as
the Journal of Immunology, to restrict
such quotation are likely to be ineffec-
tual. There was unanimous agreement
that each memorandum should be
clearly marked with the warning that
it does not constitute a formal publi-
cation and may not be cited.

4) Since the preprints are complete
publications, there is a real danger that
they will reduce the usefulness of ex-
isting journals in the field of Immunol-
ogy and may ultimately supersede them.

5) No refereeing process is provided
for what is, in essence, a form of
publication.

6) The IEG places undue emphasis
on priority. It is thus abused by many
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authors who prepublish most or all of
their papers in this form, apparently
solely for this purpose. A recent memo-
randum encouraging use of the IEG
specifically to assure priority was very
unfortunate.

7) When manuscripts already ac-
cepted for publication are preprinted
by IEG, there is an infringement of
copyright. In general, the IEG pre-
print violates the requirement of most
journals that manuscripts submitted to
them have not been submitted else-
where.

8) One of the principal objects of
the IEG has not been achieved, inso-
far as little or no free discussion has
taken place in its pages, judging by
IEG No. 5.

9) A publication program of the
magnitude of the IEG requires the ex-
penditure of large sums of money. At
a time when funds available for re-
search are limited, the diversion of con-
siderable amounts for this purpose is
difficult to justify.

As a result of the discussion, in
which the above points were raised, a
resolution was passed by a vote of 56
in favor to 39 against that IEG No. 5
publication should not be continued.

' SHELDON DRAY
American Association of

Immunologists, 9650 Wisconsin Avenue,

Bethesda, Maryland 20014

For a Cleaner Lake Tahoe

As the attempt to reduce water pol-
lution in the vicinity of Lake Tahoe
progresses, Abelson predicts that the
use of fertilizers may be banned (Edi-
torial, 20 May, p. 1015). If one were
to take all the fertilizers used in the
entire area and dump them directly into
Lake Tahoe, it would not change the
measurable concentration, provided that
uniform distribution could be accom-
plished. Only 2000 tons of nitrogen are
used in an entire year in the whole
state of Nevada. Even this amount of
nitrogen would scarcely change the con-
centration in Lake Tahoe sufficiently
to measure by any means, including a
biological one. Banning the use of
fertilizers on garden plots seems very
extreme, but organic pollutants feeding
constantly into lakes and streams in
increasing quantities are another matter.

WILLARD H. GARMAN
National Plant Food Institute,
1700 K Street, NW,
Washington, D.C. 20006
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SPECIFY DU PONT
REAGENTS FROM:

ALABAMA

BIRMINGHAM

Cenco Instruments Corp. 324-2433
F. H. Ross & Co. 841-6451

E. H, Sargent Co. 251-5125
Wittichen Chemical Co. 322-1639
HUNTSVILLE

Wittichen Chemical Co. 539-3402 .
MOBILE

McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 433-5432
F. H. Ross & Co. 471-3404
Wittichen Chemical Co. 457-0142
MONTGOMERY

Wittichen Chemical Co. 263-9495
ALASKA

ANCHORAGE

Van Waters & Rogers, Inc. 277-6726
ARIZONA

PHOENIX

Van Waters & Rogers, Inc. 254-6111
TUCSON

Van Waters & Rogers, Inc. 793-9731
ARKANSAS

LITTLE ROCK
McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 372-4161
gaLIFORNIA

E. H. Sargent & Co. 772-3550

LOS ANGELES

Van Waters & Rogers, Inc. 269-9311
SAN DIEGO

Van Waters & Rogers, Inc. 262-0711
SAN FRANCISCO

Van Waters & Rogers, Inc. 334-2600
W. SACRAMENTO

Van Waters & Rogers, Inc. 371-7600
COLORADO

DENVER

E. H. Sargent Co. 534-6203

Van Waters & Rogers, Inc. 388-5651
CONNECTICUT

SHELTON

Axton-Cross Corp. 735-4691
STAMFORD

McKesson & Robbms, Inc. 325-4171

DELAW,

WILMINGTON

Danforth Drug Co. 655-6271
FLORIDA

JACKSONVILLE

Apperson Chemicals, Inc. 388-6514
F. H. Ross & Co. 387-5531

N. MIAMI

F. H. Ross & Co. 624-8541
ORLANDO

Lenfestey Supply Co. 422-6777
ST. PETERSBURG

Lenfestey Supply Co. 527-4909

TAMPA

Lenfestey Supply Co. 223-3771

F. H. Ross & Co. 877-6751

GEORGIA

ATLANTA

Estes Surgical Sup. Co. 521-1700
McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 873-1643
F. H. Ross & Co. 524-2621
COLUMBUS

F. H. Ross & Co. 327-3669
SAVANNAH

F. H. Ross & Co. 234-5186

HAWA|

HONO

Van Waters & Rogers, Inc. 507-431
IDAHO

BOISE

Van Waters & Rogers, Inc. 343-5468
ILLINOIS

CHICAGO

Central Scientific Supply Co. 93833600

Graphic Arts Supply Co. 486-2

C. P. Hall Co. of 11l."767-4600
McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 254-1100
E. H. Sargent Co. 777-2700

Stansi Scientific Co. 276-8737
CHICAGO HEIGHTS

McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 756-1300
DECATUR

McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 428-3823
MOLINE

Dico Company 4-6422
PEORIA

McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 673-9149
ROCKFORD

Industrial Oil & Chem. 963-5261
ROCK ISLAND

McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 788-5647
SPRINGFIELD

Industrial Chem. Supply 522-9281
INDIANA

FT. WAY

YNE
Inland Chemical Corp. 742-4481
INDIANAPOLIS

Globe Chemical Co. 632-8546
Wm. Lynn Chemical Co. 637-3463
SOUTH BEND

llnland Chemical Corp. 289-0328

OWA

BURLINGTON

McKesson & Robblns, Inc. 754-4603
CEDAR RAPID:!

McKesson & Robbms, Inc. 362-2169
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DES MOINES
Dico Company 244-728
McKesson & Robbins, Inc 282-4392
SIOUX CITY
McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 5-0123
KANSAS
WICHITA
McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 267-6292
KENTUCKY
HENDERSON
PB&S Chemical Co. 827-3545
LOUISVILLE
Globe Chemical Co. 587-6506
Love Chemical Co. 635-7803
Wm. Lynn Chemical Corp. 583-8369
McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 366-1406
Preiser Scientific Co. 636-3307
LOUISIANA
BATON ROUGE
McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 356-4591
NEW ORLEANS
. H. Curtin Co. 524-0475
McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 861-8191
MARYLAND
BALTIMORE
Leidy Chemical Corp. 685-2200
ETTS

Axton-Cross Corp. 872-4378
MEDFORD
McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 395-6560
SOMMERVILLE
Cenco Instrument Corp. 776-1800
SPRINGFIELD
Hampden Color & Chem. 732-2112
WESTFIELD
Eastern Chemicals, Inc. 568-8669
MICHIGAN

DETRO
Eaton Chermcal Corp. 962-5216
McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 834-7830
E. H. Sargent Co. 931-0337
GRAND RAPIDS
McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 451-2938
Wolverine Solv. & Chem. 245-9111
LANSING

Carrier-Stephens Co. 482-0838
SAGINAW

McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 754-7478
MINNESOTA

HIBBING

Lerlab Suppiy Co. 262-3456
MINNEAPOLIS

McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 789-2403
Geo. T. Walker & Co. 333-3343

ST. PAUL

Lyon Chemicals, Inc. 646-1351
MISSOUR

KANSAS CITY

McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 842-6240
ST. LOUIS

McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 231-0944
SPRINGFIELD

McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 866-3501
NEBRASKA

OMAH

A
McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 341-4755
NEW JERSEY

BLOOMFIELD

McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 748-6300
MOUNTAINSIDE

Cenco Instrument Co. 233-2000
NEWARK

W,
Dooner & Smith Co. 623-1905
PAT RSON

Brown Chemical Co. 684-0388
SPRINGFIELD
E. H. Sargent Co. 376-7050
WHIPPANY
Nitine, Inc. 887-6000
NEW MEXICO

ALBUQUERQUE
Van Waters & Rogers, Inc. 344-3407
NEW YORK
BUFFALO
Chemical Sales Corp. 885-5100
McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 873-8590
BROOKLYN

Enequist Chemical Co. 497-1200
Robinson Bros. Chemicals 497-0043
NEW YORK CITY

McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 937-1600
Std. Smentiflc Supply 777-0660
RENSSELAER

Eastern Chemicals Inc. 465-2474
ROCHESTER

Chemical Sales Corp. 235-2480
SYRACUSE

Eastern Chemicals Inc. 463-8669
UTICA

Monarch Chemicals, Inc. 732-6151
NORTH CAROLINA

CHARLOTTE

F. H. Ross & Co. 392-2121

ELON COLLEGE (BURLINGTON)
Carolina Biological Sup. 584-8801
GREENSBORO

F. H. Ross & Co. 299-1101
RALEIGH

F. H. Ross & Co. 833-168
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OHIO

AKRON

Farley Chem. & Solvents 762-7261
BEDFORD HEIGHTS

McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 292-7500
CINCINNATI

E. H. Sargent & Co. 771-3850

Globe Chemical Co. 242-2300
McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 563-2440
CLEVELAND

Inland Chemical Corp. 771-1660
McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 292-7500
COLUMBUS

Eton-Colby Chem. Co. 252-7170
Globe Chemical Co. 231-3671
McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 443-7629
DAYTON

Globe Chemical Co. 222-4035
:.nlinuAstrial Chem. Prod. 222-6391

Inland Chemical Corp. 223-2075
TOLEDO

Inland Chemical Corp. 243-5295
OKLAHOMA

OKLAHOMA CITY

McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 232-1351
TULSA

Chemical Products, Inc. 587-8135

McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 627-6550

OREGON

PORTLAND

Scientific Supplies Co., Division of
n Waters & Rogers, Inc. 222-1721

PENNSYLVANIA

ALTOONA

McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 944-9438

HARRISBURG (Hummelstown)

McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 566-2522

PHILADELPHIA

McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 446-5585

Phillips & Jacobs Co. 922-0900

Pioneer Salt Co. 627-1200

PITTSBURGH

McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 923-1100

YORK
North Chemical Co. 843-0829
WILLIAMSPORT
McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 323-5462
RHODE ISLAND
PROVIDENCE
McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 421-0262
SOUTH CAROLINA
COLUMBIA
Columbla Org. Chem. Co. 787-7606
. Ross & Co 252-3732

GREEN ILLE
F. H. Ross & Co. 239-9107
TENNESSEE
CHATTANOOGA

urkart Schler Chem. Co. 266-0101
KNOXVILLE
Burkart-Schler Chem. Co. 523-7171
F. H. Ross, Inc. 525-9356
MEMPHIS
Ideal Chem. & Supply 278-0200
NASHVILLE
Burkart-Schier Chem. Co. 255-0487
TEXAS
BEAUMONT
McKesson & Robbms, Inc. 832-1612
CORPUS CHRIS'
McKesson & Robblns, Inc. 883-8464
DALLAS

W. H. Curtin & Co. 747-2503
McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 421-7668
E. H. Sargent Co. 352-8411

EL PASO

Van Waters & Rogers, Inc. 778-4225
FORT WORT!

McKesson & RObblnS, Inc. 624-7204
HARLINGEN

McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 423-2487
HOUSTON

W. H. Curtin & Co. 923-1661
Matheson Scientific, Inc. 923-1627
McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 644-5461
Refine Stﬁ)ply Co. 644-1401
SAN A

McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 333-2310
UTAH

SALT LAKE CITY
Van Waters & Rogers, Inc. 328-1112
VIRGINIA
RICHMOND
Phipps & Bird, Inc. 644-5401
WASHI GTON
EATTLE

Sc:entlflc Supplies Co.; Division of
Van Waters & Rogers, Inc. 624-5050
SPOKANE
Van Waters & Rogers, Inc. 747-4183
WEST VIRGINIA
CHARLESTON
Preiser Scientific, Inc. 343-5515
HUNTINGTON
Cabell Chemical Co. 522-3122
WISCONSIN

PPLETON
McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 734-9888
MILWAUKEE
McKesson & Robbins, Inc. 645-7909
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