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This is Walter Mack. He’s been with
Beckman for 18 years. He’s helped
to produce thousands of quality
electrodes. He may be working on
your electrode now.

Skilled, experienced artisans like
Walter Mack handcraft every Beck-
man electrode to provide you with
the kind of quality machines cannot
duplicate. It is this unmatched quality
which assures you of the best possible
results from your electrodes for pH,
ORP, or specific ion measurements.

There are over 100 standard
electrodes available from Beckman
— each incorporating the pride and
experience of 30 years of electrode
production. Obtain a copy of the
Beckman Electrode Catalog by re-
questing Data File LpH-366.

Order Beckman for quality
with the personal touch. People like
Walter Mack assure you of the
finest performance from each and
every electrode.
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of the concept of the “World Weather
Watch,” but had instead credited it to
the recent National Academy of Sci-
ences report to which I referred. I cer-
tainly did not intend such an implica-
tion.

To the best of my knowledge, the
first mention of the “World Weather
Watch” concept is contained in the
document “First Report on the Ad-
vancement of Atmospheric Sciences
and their Application in the Light of
Developments in Outer Space,” pub-
lished by the World Meteorological Or-
ganization sometime in 1962. The
draft of this report was prepared early
in 1962; Harry Wexler and V. A. Bug-
ayev were architects of many of the
main features of the plan, as well as
authors of the draft.

The idea of the World Weather
Watch, and the name itself, apparently
came out of the early discussions by
Wexler and Bugayev, though it is often
hard to know precisely where a name
or concept finds its earliest source.

Those of us who knew and admired
Wexler’s fertile and unbounded mind
can imagine Harry coming up with
such an idea as the keystone of a vast-
ly improved global meteorological ob-
serving system, or, if it had been Bug-
ayev or some other participant who
first advanced the idea, of Harry’s
seizing on it with enthusiasm and gen-
erously helping to elaborate it as it
was described in the WMO first report.

WALTER ORR ROBERTS
National Center for Atmospheric
Research, Boulder, Colorado 80302

Dimethyl Sulfoxide Conference

In the review of the DMSO Con-
ference (Meetings, 17 June, p. 1646)
a statement appears concerning our
work at Letterman General Hospital.
The impression is given that we have
successfully completed studies with the
use of topical DMSO as a vehicle for
antibacterial agents in treating infec-
tions of the skin and as a vehicle for
the topical application of insect repel-
lents. This is incorrect. At the meet-
ing, I tried to make clear that we were
just beginning these studies when our
work with DMSO on human skin in
vivo was interrupted. I said that we
plan to resume these studies, because
the demonstrated rapid and deep pene-
tration by materials incorporated in
DMSO into the horny layer of the
human skin and into the follicles indi-

cated that DMSO might increase the
effectiveness of incorporated antibac-
terial agents in the treatment of pyo-
dermas, dermatophytoses, and acnes.
I also said that it might be possible
that the application of suitable insect
repellents in DMSO, and their pene-
tration into the horny layer and slow
extrusion over many weeks could so
prolong the effectiveness of the repel-
lents as to render them much more use-
ful in preventing insect-vectored dis-
eases, including malaria.

MARION B. SULZBERGER
Letterman General Hospital,
San Francisco, California 94129

Our group was quoted as reporting
that “topical application of 70 percent
DMSO helps clear gingivitis, without
indication of untoward effect.” We
made no such statement; as a matter
of fact we have had no experience what-
soever in this area of therapy. The
following statement should be sub-
stituted: “.007 Decadron in a 70 per-
cent solution of DMSO was found to
have a useful suppressant action on
certain chronic lesions of the oral
mucous membranes without indication
of untoward effects.”

AUSTIN H. KUTSCHER
School of Dental and Oral Surgery,
Columbia University, New York 10032

Our work regarding intravesical in-
stillation of DMSO was incorrectly re-
ported. It was stated “that the instilla-
tion of undiluted DMSO for one hour
daily into bladders of dogs resulted in
no structural or functional changes.”
We reported gross edema following
the intravesical instillation for one hour
of varying concentrations of DMSO.
The gross edema was minimal using
10 percent DMSO solution, moderate
with 25 percent DMSO solution, but
severe when 50 or 100 percent DMSO
solutions were tested. Furthermore,
the bladder of the dogs tested with 50
and 100 percent DMSO concentrations
exhibited an acute inflammatory cell
response both grossly and microscop-
ically, 24 hours, and also, 7 days after .
the single test period. We did not dem-
onstrate any effect from various DMSO
concentrations on bladder function by
the method we used. Our study definite-
ly demonstrated that adverse effects
occur locally when 50 and 100 percent
DMSO test solution is instilled into the
urinary bladder for a one hour period.

HARVEY J. LERNER
803 Spruce Street,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
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