
Carozzi's translation is an excellent 
rendering of Lamarck's meaning, yet 
without the tortuous windings of the 
French text. His notes are especially 
helpful in providing definitions of geo, 
logical terms whose meanings have 
changed and in suggesting the geologi- 
cal observations probably responsible 
for many of Lamarck's ideas. Less 
adequate, however, are the historical 
notes that sometimes claim too much 
originality for the author. Thus, sev- 
eral geologists (among them Monnet 
and Lavoisier) had already abandoned 
the Biblical time scale and had antici- 
pated Lamarck's views on the great 
extent of geological time; Lamarck 
may have developed his ideas inde- 
pendently, but he was not alone in 
these beliefs. 
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This book attempts to demonstrate 
some points of contact between the so- 
cial and the biological sciences. All of 
the nine chapters are strongly data 
oriented, dealing with such work as the 
effects of social living versus isolation 
on steroid levels in monkeys (Mason 
and Brady), Schachter's well-known 
research on the cognitive and social 
structuring of drug-induced feeling 
states, and the physiological covariation 
that occurs as a function of negative 
and positive sociometric relations in 
small peer groups (Kaplan, Burch, and 
Bloom). These and the other papers 
deal essentially with physiological 
changes that can be induced by manip- 
ulation of social variables and also with 
social and emotional alterations conse- 
quent on physiological treatment, for 
example, with drugs. 

The main conclusion that emerges is 
that manipulations of either type of var- 
iable can have effects on the other. Well 
and good. But this is hardly very star- 
tling news. The best argument for the 
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one, namely that they can supply more 
information and increased precision, 
first, about processes beyond the aware- 
ness of the subject, and second, about 
some process of which the subject may 
be aware (for example, an affective 
state) but which he may distort in at- 
tempting to report it. Whatever useful- 
ness social psychology may have for 
the biological sciences, however, is 
made considerably less clear. 
Schachter's work, for example, ex- 
plores, in an ingenious fashion, the 
problem of cognizing bodily states, 
but it has only indirect relevance to 
social psychology. 

There is no doubt at all, as the edi- 
tors point out, that such a combina- 
tion of social and biological approaches 
can generate a great deal of new re- 
search. The addition to each field of 
another set of methods and variables 
almost guarantees this. But more than 
this is needed. The task of science is 
not merely to do everything that can 
be done, but to select judiciously cer- 
tain lines of work that are liable to 
give the most basic kinds of answers. 
Certainly all of the papers in the book 
are competent and interesting. But col- 
lectively they do not seem to make 
a strong enough theoretical statement 
to justify their joint presentation in a 
book. 

WILLIAM R. THOMPSON 
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280 pp. Illus. $8.40. Six papers: "New 
light on radiation biology from electron 
spin resonance studies" by K. G. Zimmer 
and A. Muller; "Radical scavengers and 
radioprotection" by Karl Ford Nakken; 
"The influence of serotonin on radiation 
effects in mammals" by Hans-Joachim 
Melching; "Response of bone marrow 
stem cells to ionizing radiations" by 
L. G. Lajtha; "Recovery in X-irradiated 
mammalian cells" by M. M. Elkind and 
W. K. Sinclair; and "Leukaemia inci- 
dence in children in relation to radiation 
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