
The abundant exercises at the end 
of each chapter give the students a 
rather thorough review of high school 
algebra and provide practice in the 
application of the concepts learned in 
the text. Owing to the limited mathe- 
matical requirement and the number 
of subjects discussed, the coverage of 
the material is of necessity superficial. 
In addition, many of the pages used 
for elementary proofs of theorems and 
derivation of numerous formulae might 
have been better used for a more 
thorough, and in some cases more 
careful, discussion of the subjects pre- 
sented (for example, confidence inter- 
vals). 

If one wishes an introductory text 
in probability and statistics which in- 
cludes many elementary proofs and is 
based only on high school algebra, 
then this book will do nicely. If ele- 
mentary proofs are not desired, or 
if students have better preparation, 
better texts are available. 
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cations to metal chelate chemistry. His 
coverage is thorough, and the volume 
is well referenced. The possession of 
this volume, one or two more detailed 
review articles, and copies of the pro- 
ceedings of the three Mossbauer con- 
ferences would permit the reader to 
acquire a thorough knowledge of this 
young field. In a few instances, the 
material should have been more thor- 
oughly treated: for example, an ac- 
count of Mossbauer resonance scatter- 
ing should have been given; the prob- 
lems associated with detection of 
Mossbauer gamma rays, particularly 
those isotopes (other than iron-57 and 
strontium-119) where there is inter- 
ference from atomic x-rays, should 
have been treated more fully; and the 
manifold difficulties of interpreting 
Mossbauer isomer shift and quadrupole 
splitting data owing to uncertainties 
of calculation of the Sternheimer anti- 
shielding correction should have been 
considered. 

Wertheim is to be congratulated 
for having written a first-class volume 
on this new subject. His book can be 
highly recommended to students of 
physics, biology, and chemistry who 
wish to be informed about the applica- 
tion of this new resonance technique 
to those fields. 
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Department of Chemistry, 
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