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SCI~~CENC SCI~~CENC 

For Better Schools 

Throughout the U.S. there is interest in improving education, in- 
terest that is sincere and widespread, but that is also diffuse and 
sometimes competitive. Much of the effort is segmental: for a special 
group, such as the gifted or the handicapped; for a special area, 
such as mathematics; or for some specific method or device, such as 
films, TV, or programmed learning. Badly needed in all of this is a 
common cause around which the various forces for improvement can 
rally and unite. No segmental interest can serve as a common rally- 
ing ground, and probably no ready-made solution can either. What 
is needed is something broader, something that points out a promising 
path to follow instead of offering a specific solution to adopt, and 
something with enough boldness and optimism to give hope of a 
major surge forward. 

Innovation and Experiment in Education has these attributes. (This 
report was reviewed in Science, 24 April, p. 394.) It is available for 
35 cents from the Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D.C. 
20402. Perhaps this report can supply the needed rallying ground. 
Its authors, a panel of the President's Science Advisory Committee, 
included educational administrators and scholars in science, philosophy, 
and the humanities. It had the triple sponsorship of the President's 
Science Advisory Committee, the National Science Foundation, and 
the Office of Education. And it had a wealth of help from a wide 
range of consultants and critics. The result is a stimulating docu- 
ment that is conservative or middle-of-the-road in its realistic recog- 
nition of the complexity of the problems to be solved. But it is also 
bolder than most educational reports in its advocacy of sweeping, 
large-scale efforts to find out how major improvements can best be 
made, and optimistic in its confidence that such improvements are 
achievable. 

The report proposes a continuing effort of innovation and experi- 
mentation, with emphasis along four lines: (i) We need to learn much 
more than we now know about the learning process, and the time is 
ripe for a major push in this direction. (ii) Recent experience in 
improving the teaching of science, mathematics, and modern lan- 
guages gives reason to expect that similar efforts involving coopera- 
tion of scholars and teachers would improve education in English, 
social studies, and the arts. (iii) The education of teachers needs 
continuing attention if they are to deal intelligently with changing 
materials, the innovations that will result from other parts of the 
total program, and the variety of children who need their help and 
attention. (iv) The traditional school, with its middle-class values, is 
not well adapted to cope with the lack of motivation, the vocational 
expectations, and the home and social deficiencies of deprived and 
segregated children. Special educational opportunities are needed for 
these children and will surely have to be an integral part of the 
President's war on poverty. 

Here, certainly, is a program of adequate scope and challenge to 
enlist a large amount of support. If it, or something close to it, is 
to become the rallying point for the many who are interested in 
educational improvement, the need now is for a ground swell of 
support from teachers, scholars, school officials, and public leaders. 
Much remains to be learned about how to improve education, but 
enough is known to let us take some major new steps as soon as 
there is general agreement on what we want to do. 

-DAEL WOLFLE 
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