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The American Association for the Advancement
of Science was founded in 1848 and incorporated
in 1874, Its objects are to further the work of scien-
tists, to facilitate cooperation among them, to im-
prove the effectiveness of science in the promotion
of human welfare, and to increase public under-
standing and appreciation of the importance and
promise of the methods of science in human progress.

SCIENCE

Changing Attitudes toward Research

After years of repeated votes of confidence in the value of research
and development, the House of Representatives has now indicated a
changing attitude. Formally this was expressed by action in approving
H.R. 504, which authorizes appointment of a Select Committee to
Investigate Research Programs. The committee is to investigate
“(1) the overall total amount of annual éxpenditures on research
programs; (2) what departments and agencies of the Government are
conducting research and at what costs; (3) the amounts being ex-
pended by the various agencies and departments in grants and con-
tracts for research to colleges, private industry, and every form of
student scholarships: (4) what facilities, if any, exist for coordinating
the various and sundry research programs, including grants to colleges
and universities as well as scholarship grants.”

This mandate seems fairly innocuous. Items 1 to 3 represent in-
ventory-taking. Item 4 appears to imply that the tens of thousands
of government research projects might or should be coordinated.

One measure of the new attitude is the majority by which the
resolution . passed—336 to 0, with 47 pairs. More significant is the
quality of the discussion which preceded the authorization in the
Rules Committee hearing and on the floor of the House. The com-
ments of the legislators showed limited perception of the values and
modes of conducting research and indicated conviction that money is
being wasted on it.

The most alarming aspect of the congressional discussion is that
it was the small research fraction of the total research and develop-
ment budget which drew almost all the adverse comment. In hearings
before the Rules Committee, Chairman Howard W. Smith ridiculed
the titles of some National Science Foundation grants. One of the
items which he found worthy of comment had a budget of $1300. A
perusal of other congressional comments concerning the resolution
shows that Smith’s remarks reflect a considerable body of opinion.

A change from the congressional attitudes of the past 20 years was
certain to come. In 1940 the federal government spent $74 million
on reséarch and development programs. This fiscal year the figure
will be about $14.9 billion. Over the 24 years, expenditures have
increased with a doubling time of between 3 and 4 years. Few would
insist that the increase in expenditures led to commensurate increase
in rate of progress. In the end, some kind of brake will be applied,
since such growth cannot go on indefinitely. The problem will be to
insure that the braking process is guided by intelligence—not by
ignorance and worse.

The Select Committee has before it an almost impossible task. In
order to appear effective, it will feel under pressure to create news-
worthy releases. The obvious and easy way will be to engage in
anti-intellectualism. No one can predict what course of action the
Select Committee will take. The new investigation could have pro-
found effects; it could come to nothing. The potentialities, however,
are so important that all scientists should be seriously concerned.
During the next year the scientific community may find itself appear-
ing before a hostile court. We can, if we will, present a strong case.
Prudence indicates that we should prepare, and prepare well—P.H.A.



