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Keep 

monkeys thriving 
..FEED PURINA! 

Monkeys require 25 mgs. of vitamin C daily for 
their health. Purina, the world's largest maker of 
laboratory animal diets, produces Purina Monkey 
Chow. It contains stabilized vitamin C and other 
nutrients monkeys need for good reproduction, lac- 
tation, growth and health. 

You can depend on the complete line of Purina 
Laboratory Chows to help give you optimum results, 
Order the Chows you need from your local Purina 
feed dealer. Locate his Checkerboard Store by look- 
ing under "feed" in the Yellow Pages of your 
telephone book or by writing to the address below. 

For more information on the feeding and care of 
laboratory animals, write for the free, 40-page 
Purina Laboratory Manual. Address your request 
to Ralston Purina Company, Checkerboard Square, 
St. Louis 2, Missouri. 

What to feed laboratory animals 
Animal Purina Chow 
Mice Mouse Breeder Chow 
Rats Lab Chow or Labena 
Guinea Pigs Guinea Pig Chow 
Monkeys Monkey Chow 
Rabbits Rabbit Chow 
Dogs Dog Chow 
Cats Cat Chow 
Hamsters Lab Chow or Labena 

MONl AIUMNOV4 

1UR36 
IIKgl 

LETTERS 

(Continued from page 1053) 

Pseudopregnancy in Rats 

Several years ago we completed a 
project similar to that reported by 
Doyle and Margolis [Science 139, 833 
(1963)] with opposite results. Using the 
Holtzman modification of Sprague- 
Dawley rats, we studied the effects on 
ensuing pregnancy of a preceding deci- 
duoma associated with pseudopreg- 
nancy. This was an attempt to find the 
physiological and anatomical reasons 
for human infertility associated with 
the use of a Graffenburg ring. 

The pseudopregnancy was produced 
and deciduomata followed traumatiza- 
tion of one horn and the leaving in of 
a loop of silk or cotton thread. When 
these animals recycled, pregnancy oc- 
curred only in the untreated horn al- 
though blastocysts were seen in the 
treated one. Our technique was then 
modified, and the deciduoma was pro- 
duced only at the ovarian end of the 
uterine horn through a flank incision. 
The same loop of thread was used, and 
this was associated with pseudopreg- 
nancy. Operations were performed on 
the 15th day of the pseudopregnancy 
to verify the deciduoma, but the horns 
were not handled. 

In the ensuing pregnancy approxi- 
mately half the animals had implanta- 
tions in both horns, and the treated 
horn usually had the least. Our inter- 
est being primarily in the absence of 
pregnancy, we discontinued the study 
when it became evident that pregnancy 
would occur if we did not manipulate 
the horn excessively. Pregnancies have 
been reported in patients using the 
Graffenburg ring. Thus, the factor pro- 
ducing infertility has not been identified. 

EDUARD EICHNER 
10605 Chester A venue, Cleveldnd, Ohio 

The experiments described by Eich- 
ner seem similar to those reported by 
Nichaman [Am. J. Physiol. 186, 6 
(1956)] which differed from ours in that 
deciduomata were produced in pseudo- 
pregnant animals which were subse- 
quently bred. 

Apparently we did not make it clear 
that our sutures were placed in cycling 
animals. prior to the time they were 
bred, and that at no time did we find 
decidual changes in the sutured horn. 
These facts would seem to rule out 
excessive manipulation as a possible 
cause of nonpregliancy. 
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CURRENT CONTENTS OF SPACE, ELEC- 
TRONIC & PHYSICAL SCIENCES enables 
scientists to keep up with new develop. 
ments reported in such areas as missiles 
and rocketry, physics, electronics, mathe- 
matics, computers, nuclear energy, instru. 
mentation. This new weekly service com- 
prehensively lists tables of contents-most 
in advance of more than 600 primary 
journals. As a special bonus, all basic 
chemical journals are included. c The scien- 
tist likes the idea of having his own 
personal information service, of having a 
unique method to locate essential reading 
in a matter of minutes, in his own and 
related fields. The research director specifies 
CURRENT CONTENTS for saving time, hun- 
dreds of man-hours of work, countless dol- 
lars in misdirected and duplicated research. 
Both find it considerably easier to handle 
than the thousands of individual issues it 
covers yearly. * Available only to CURRENT 
CONTENTS subscribers is our exclusive 
Original Article Tear Sheet service. OATS 
supplies the principal ingredient in effective 
utilization of scientific information-prompt 
and convenient access to original docu- 
ments. And each week, author addresses are 
listed for writing direct for reprints. * Best 
way to find out if CURRENT CONTENTS 
works for you . . . test it. 
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Eichner describes neither his original 
nor modified technique in detail, and 
he does not state if the presence of 
the suture was verified in the horns of 
the 50 percent of animals that were 
implanted in his second series. There- 
fore we are unable to compare our 
data with his. 

Additional animals have now been 
added to the series reported in Science, 
and we have observed no pregnancies 
or decidual changes. We have also 
shown recently that, in sutured animals 
littered and rebred on the postpartum 
estrus, pregnancy is again unilateral if 
the suture is still present and bilateral 
if it is not. 

L. L. DOYLE 

A. J. MARGOLIS 

Department of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology, University of California 
School of Medicine, San Francisco 

Metric System of Measurement 

The world trend toward adoption of 
the metric and Celsius systems seems 
unmistakable, and advanced science 
courses and graduate schools in the 
United States have long used them. The 
adoption by the British of the Celsius 
system as an alternative to Fahrenheit, 
the adoption of the metric system by 
India, and the use of this system in 
cartography by the 12 Antarctic treaty 
nations are recent illustrations. How- 
ever, up to the present time some col- 
lege biology courses have retained the 
use of inches, feet, miles, acres, and such 
units of measurement although they 
generally use the metric system for ob- 
jects of small size. They may also use 
the Fahrenheit system of temperature 
as well as the Celsius. Some recent 
botany and zoology texts for college 
students use a mixture of measure- 
ments. If students can think in terms of 
the metric system for small units, only 
little encouragement is needed for them 
to think in terms of meters and kilo- 
meters. 

When a text in entomology from a 
western university with many foreign 
students consistently uses terms like 
1/ 16 or 1/4 inch for lengths, and the 
Fahrenheit system for temperatures, 
one wonders why those students are 
needlessly confused. Proportions here 
are sometimes in milligrams per kilo- 
gram (poison) and sometimes pounds 
per gallon (insecticides). In this ex- 

ample part of the explanation may be 

the orientation towards practical United 
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