U.S. Endorses U.N.
Birth Control Aid

United Nations, N.Y. In a major
policy statement, the United States this
week strongly endorsed an 11-nation
proposal to provide birth control as-
sistance through the U.N.

The statement, delivered by Richard
N. Gardner, deputy assistant secretary
of state for international organization
affairs, was free of the hedging that has
heretofore marked administration pro-
nouncements on the politically sensi-
tive issue of birth control. (Copies may
be obtained without charge by request-
ing press release 4119 from the U.S.
Mission to the U.N., 799 U.N. Plaza,
New York 17, N.Y.)

Gardner emphasized that each na-
tion must make its own decision on its
need for population planning, but he
made it clear that the United States is
extremely concerned over the burden
that rapid population growth is impos-
ing on the economic prospects of “cer-
tain” lesser developed countries. And
he concluded that “member nations
should be able to obtain from the
United Nations and its agencies such
assistance as they may need and re-
quest in connection with their efforts
to deal with their population prob-
lems.”

The resolution to which Gardner ad-
dressed himself was initiated by
Sweden, and, among other things, en-
dorsed the view “that the United
Nations [should] give technical assist-
ance, as requested by governments, for
national projects and programs dealing
with the problems of population.” It is
now under discussion by the U.N.
Economic and  Financial Committee.
The committee’s conclusions will ulti-
mately be considered by the General
Assembly, whose approval is required
if the recommendations are to be in-
corporated in the U.N.’s technical as-
sistance program. (The program’s
budget this year totals $43.7 million,
of which the U.S, contributed $18.4
million.)

Gardner stated: “If the condition of
the individual, and not gross statistics,
is to be the measure of our progress,
then it is absolutely essential that we
be concerned with population trends.
Population changes are one of the
most important single factors deter-
mining our progress or lack of progress
toward the high aims of the United
Nations charter. [If] we are concerned
with the quality of life we [must] be
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concerned with the quantity of life.”

In what was apparently a gesture of
deference to underdeveloped nations
that have displayed a suspicious atti-
tude toward U.S. solicitude for their
population problems, Gardner said that
population growth is a matter of con-
cern for the developed as well as the
underdeveloped nations. “My own
country,” he said, “blessed though it
is with abundant resources and high
living standards, recognizes the funda-
mental importance of the population
factor in its efforts at economic and
social development. . . . We have rec-
ognized that [U.S. population increase]
has both advantages and disadvan-
tages, and that we cannot fail to take
account of it in seeking a better life
for our citizens, specifically in planning
for such things as medical care, educa-
tion, conservation of natural resources,
recreation areas, public housing, and
urban transportation.”

American policy, he said, includes
the belief “that obstacles should not
be placed in the way of other govern-
ments which, in the light of their own
economic needs and cultural values,
seek solutions to their population prob-
lems. While we will not advocate any
specific policy regarding population
growth to another country, we can
help other countries, upon request, to
find potential sources of information
and assistance on ways and means of
dealing with population problems.”

He added that “there is a great need
for additional knowledge on population
matters,” including “a need for more
facts about alternative methods of fam-
ily planning that are consistent with
different economic, social, cultural and
religious circumstances.”

Gardner’s statement, which qualifies
at once as a landmark in U.S. policy
toward population problems, Wwas
warmly received by the resolution’s
sponsors. It was generally felt that the
Kennedy administration could have
taken a variety of steps to avoid or
muffle the issue, but instead had chosen
to endorse openly a position that at
best will not produce any domestic
political dividends and that could very
likely arouse considerable antagonism.

Although U.S. support provides a
major boost for the resolution, its fu-
ture is by no means assured. A number
of predominantly Catholic nations have
already indicated their opposition, and
the communist block holds to the opti-
mistic view that since Communism can
fulfill all of man’s needs, population
curbs are unnecessary.—D.S.G.

Announcements

The Smithsonian Institution has
opened an exhibition entitled “Thirty-
five Years with Electrons as Waves,”
which will be on display through De-
cember in the rotunda of the Arts
and Industries Building, in Washing-
ton. The display commemorates the
discovery, by Clinton J. Davisson and
George Paget Thomson, of electron
diffraction by crystals, and the sub-
sequent award of the Nobel prize
in physics to them 10 years later.

The exhibit includes original ap-
paratus and associated work of Davis-
son and Thomson, along with demon-
strations of the principles of the dis-
covery and its consequent advances,
from the investigation of crucial metal
surfaces to the measurement of atomic
nuclei by electrons at a billion volts
energy.

Howard Simons, science writer of
the Washington Post, and John L.
Chapman, cditor of the Northrop Cor-
poration’s Technical Digest, have been
selected to receive the 1962 AAAS-
Westinghouse Science Writing Awards.
The awards, accompanied by $1000
prizes, will be presented at the AAAS
annual meeting in Philadelphia. Hon-
orable mention citations will be pre-
sented to Walter Sullivan, science news
editor of the New York Times, and
Arthur C. Clarke, a free-lance science
writer.

The awards were established in co-
operation with the Westinghouse Edu-
cational Foundation to promote im-
proved science writing and to stimu-
late public interest in and understand-
ing of science.

Simons was honored for an article

" describing the discovery of two forms

of neutrinos; Chapman’s award was
for a Harper’s Magazine article titled
“The Uncanny World of Plasma
Physics.”

Grants, Fellowships, and Awards

Some postdoctoral appointments for
fundamental research in theoretical
physics are available at the Lawrence
Radiation Laboratory, in Livermore,
Calif. Applicants for positions must
be U.S. citizens. Appointments are for
either 1 or 2 years, and carry an an-
nual stipend of $12,000. Research may
be done independently or in collabora-
tion with staff theoreticians in hydro-
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