Asian Geography

Monsoon Asia. E. H. G. Dobby. Quad-
rangle Books, Chicago, Ill.,, 1961.
381 pp. Illus. $5.95.

Dobby’s small volume grew out of
his years at the University of Malaya; it
thus has the advantage of viewing Asia
from within. Monsoon Asia covers the
area from West Pakistan to Japan, in-
cluding Indonesia and the Philippines.
The volume opens with nine chapters
on the area as a whole: the physical,
human, and economic aspects; con-
tinues with a series of chapters on
eastern, southeastern, and southern
Asia; and ends with five chapters on
economic and political problems. The
volume lacks documentation, and the
bibliography covers but two pages; but
there are 29 photographic plates and
100 maps and diagrams.

Dobby emphasizes agriculture, since
the area contains half the world’s cul-
tivated land and because “farming . . .
is the dominant activity of Asians, is
critical in their way of thinking, in their
relation with one another and the rest
of the world, and in the foundation of
what they hope to make of their fu-
ture.” He further points out “Japan, as
might be expected, is the greatest con-
sumer of fertilizers—at the rate of 77
lbs. per capita in 1957 when by the
same standard Taiwan used 45 Ibs.,
Ceylon 6 lbs., China 3 Ibs., and India
barely one pound. Expressed in relation
to farmland, Japan was then using 515
lbs., Taiwan 130 lbs., Ceylon 181 Ibs.,
and China 9 Ibs. per cultivated acre.”

This is a good volume, but if one
were to be critical: there seems to be
little. awareness of social or political
change; communism is mentioned in
only two sentences, and there is no de-
scription of current provincial organiza-
tion in China or India. The description
of monsoons and typhoons seems un-
duly brief, and there is no reference
to the jet stream.

Although the “monsoon crescent”
forms a logical geographic entity, it
cannot be understood apart from the
great land mass of the interior, nor can
China be discussed without its western
half. The statement that “the major air
routes run almost coastwise . . . and
there is little sign of them pressing
overland into the continent” should be
supplemented by reference to the grow-

ing links between the Soviet Union and

both India and China.
While it is true that “Mining and in-
dustry make little mark on the Asian

26 JANUARY 1962

landscape,” Dobby should have noted
that China now ranks as the world’s
third largest producer of coal and
stands seventh in the production of
iron and steel, and that Jamshedpur in
India has probably the largest single
steel plant in the British Common-
wealth. His undocumented statement,
“Monsoon Asia appears to contain
scarcely 7% of the world’s exploitable
coal,” seems much too low in view of
recent Chinese estimates.

Monsoon Asia is well balanced al-
though Dobby’s British background
leads him to devote 50 percent more
space to the regional description of
Pakistan-India than to China. One
might characterize the volume as Brit-
ish-style geography, with a trace of
Lyde’s thoughtful interpretation, pos-
sibly written for Malayan students with
a limited geographic background, and
enlivened by the author’s American ex-
perience as visiting professor at the Uni-
versity of Washington.

GEORGE B. CRESSEY
Department of Geography,
Syracuse University

South American Indians

Tristes Tropiques. Claude Lévi-Strauss.
Translated by John Russell. Criterion
Books, New York, 1961. 404 pp.
Illus. + plates. $12.50.

This book, first published in France
in 1955, is now brought out in a very
readable English translation. In the
1930’s, the author did anthropological
field work among the Kaingang, Cadu-
veo, Nambikwara, Bororo, and Tupi-
Kawahib of Brazil. In beautiful prose
and with the aid of some very good
pictures, he here recounts and reana-
Iyzes his personal reaction to his en-

_counter with “the outcasts of humanity.”

Elsewhere, Lévi-Strauss has written of
how the social anthropologist must both
treat social facts as things and also
“guarantee” his objective analysis by
relating it to the subjective but mutual
experience of a common humanity be-

- tween observer and observed. In this

book, he shares his subjective experi-
ence with the reader. We taste maté,
prepared a la chimarrdo; we listen to
the sound of Nambikwara flutes; we
watch the Tupi-Kawahib story-teller
acting out the adventures of the Japim
oriole. Yet these are not the tatters of
memory in which some people wrap
themselves to gather warmth against the

approaching winter. They are rather the
precipitates of a memorable mind,
wholly masculine in its confrontation of
the world and in its preoccupation with
one’s proper place in it. The positivis-
tically inclined reader will be both baf-
fled and enchanted by Lévi-Strauss’ jux-
taposition of data, as when he inter-
prets the play of symmetry and asym-
metry of Caduveo facial paintings as a
symbolic attempt to resolve the con-
tradictions of their asymmetrical and
hierarchical social organization, de-
picting a state of balance, “a Golden
Age that they would never know in
reality” (page 180). Thus also the
Bororo portray, in the symmetrical lay-
out of their villages, a similar fantasy
of reciprocity in a society stratified
into three superpositioned, endogamous
divisions (pages 230 and 231). Indeed,
Lévi-Strauss is tough precisely where
many of his colleagues on this side of
the Atlantic are tender-minded. All too
often these colleagues question their
ability to render reality objectively,
while he has no doubt that “true reality
is never the most obvious of realities”
and that “the goal we are looking for is
a sort of super-rationalism in which
sense-perceptions will be integrated in-
to reasoning and yet lose none of their
properties” (page 61). His preoccupa-
tions and questioning concern rather
the dilemma faced by the anthropol-
ogist whose professional role appears to
contradict his social role: “making him-
self over” to societies other than his
own, he yet exiles himself from the
traditional acceptances of his own
society.

Were one not forewarned by one’s
scientific training against facile general-
izations, one would be tempted to call
this faith in logical models “typically”
French; and one also finds alien the
message implicit in much of this book
that Caduveo, Bororo, and Nambikwara
—naked, or covered with facial paint
and penis sheath—are, in fact, human,
in spite of these trappings. One senses
that the author has at some time asked
this question, either of himself or of
his audience, and one must pause to
wonder. An American anthropologist
would not have called into question the
humanity of his informants. Prompted
perhaps by the mass culture into which
they were born (or transferred), it has
been rather the question of culture di-
versity—and the inference of cultural -
relativism—that has engaged Ameri-
cans—or the problems of “making a
living” and “getting things done”—as
if human life were forever lived in a
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workaday world in which the covered
wagons have just ground to a temporary
halt along some sector of an advancing
human frontier. An Englishman, faced
with the same material, would—with
Radcliffe-Brown—nhave raised the ques-
tion of how society is possible at all,
as if human beings were but anarchic
schoolboys, to be tamed into orderly
social relations by being made to choose
sides on competing teams in some bal-
anced social game.

Chapters 14 to 16 and 39 of the
French edition have been omitted in
this translation. Mendeleir (on page
160) should read Mendeleief. The book
is well-made, but over-priced.

Eric R. WoLF
Department of Anthropology,
University of Michigan

Inert Gases

Argon, Helium, and the Rare Gases.
vol. 1, History, Occurrence, and
Properties. The elements of the he-
lium group. Gerhard A. Cook, Ed.
Interscience, New York, 1961. xxii
+ 427 pp. Illus. $17.50.

This is the first of two volumes that
will deal with the chemistry, physics,
and uses of the elements in group 0O
of the periodic table. In explaining the
title, the editor points out that argon
and helium are not nearly as rare as
numerous other elements. Hence, he re-
serves the term ‘“rare gases” for neon,
krypton, xenon, and radon. It is re-
vealed that the amount of argon in the
atmosphere is increasing as a conse-
quence of potassium-40 decay. Helium
is also formed as a product of radio-
active decay, but the available supply in
natural gas wells may soon be inade-
quate to take care of rapidly expanding
scientific and industrial needs.

A fine historical chapter by Robert
Havlik reviews the subject from the
work of Henry Cavendish in 1784 and
1785 to the present period. Cavendish’s
isolation of an inert residue from air
could not be adequately interpreted in
its time and went largely unrecognized
until the practical “discovery” of the
gases by Ramsey and Rayleigh more
than a century later. The work of these
two investigators is treated in extensive
detail. Considerable attention is also
given to the development of commercial
uses for argon and helium.
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The following chapter, by Cook,
deals with occurrence and origin of the
gases. Their origin, the result of nuclear
processes in stellar atmospheres, re-
ceives an up-to-date review. The earth’s
crust is considered, and the distribution
of isotopes is correlated with nuclear
decay processes in various minerals. The
various proposals for determining the
age of rocks by content of inert gases
are evaluated, and the potassium-argon
method is considered the most useful
for this purpose.

The remaining chapters deal with nu-
clear relations, spectra, chemical prop-
erties, and liquid and solid states. A
projected second volume will deal with
analysis and applications. Volume 1 is
well written and carefully edited. It con-
tains an amazing amount of information
about the inert gases and is impressive-
ly complete and up-to-date in its cov-
erage of the literature.

AARON J. THDE
Department of Chemistry,
University of Wisconsin

New Books

General

Advances in Management of Southern
Pine. A. B. Crow, Ed. Louisiana State
Univ. Press, Baton Rouge, 1961. 127 pp.
Proceedings of the 10th annual forestry
symposium sponsored by the university’s
School of Forestry.

Artists of the Tundra and the Sea.
Dorothy Jean Ray. Univ. of Washington
Press, Seattle, 1961. 182 pp. Illus. $5.75.

Christianity and Science. Jean Abele.
Translated from the French by R. F.
Trevett. Hawthorn Books, New York,
1961. 140 pp. $3.50.

Communication in Africa. A search for
boundaries. L. B. Doob. Yale Univ. Press,
New Haven, Conn., 1961. 422 pp. $7.50.

Concise History of Logic. Heinrich
Scholz. Translated by Kurt F. Leidecker.
Philosophical Library, New York, 1961.
153 pp. $3.75.

The Crazy Cantilever and Other Science
Experiments. Robert R. Kadesch. Harper,
New York, 1961. 185 pp. Illus. $3.95.

Darwin and the Modern World View.
John C. Greene. Louisiana State Univ.
Press, Baton Rouge, 1961. 149 pp. $3.50.

Eleusis and the Eleusinian Miysteries.
George E. Mylonas. Princeton Univ. Press,
Princeton, N.J., 1961. 366 pp. Illus. $8.50.

Encyclopedia of Russia and the Soviet
Union. Michael T. Florinsky, Ed. Mc-
Graw-Hill, New York, 1961. 638 pp.
Tllus. $23. '

The Epic of Man. By the editors of
Life. Time, New York, 1961. 307 pp.
Illus. $13.50.

Experimental Science for the Blind. An
instruction manual. A. Wexler. Perga-
mon, New York, 1961. 108 pp. Illus. $5.

Explorations in Science. A book of
basic experiments. Harry Milgrom. Dut-
ton, New York, 1961. 127 pp. $3.

Exploring for Fun. A young explorer’s
handbook. William A. Burns. Dutton,
New York, 1961. 127 pp. Illus. $3.

Express to the Stars. Rockets in action.
Homer E. Newell. McGraw-Hill, New
York, 1961. 336 pp. Illus. $5.75.

Foresight and Understanding. An en-
quiry into the aims of science. Stephen
Toulmin. Indiana Univ. Press, Blooming-
ton, 1961. 115 pp. $3.

Human Values and Science, Art and
Mathematics. Lillian R. Lieber. Norton,
New York, 1961, 149 pp. Hlus. $3.95.

The Idea of Freedom. vol. 2, A Dialec-
tical Examination of the Controversies
about Freedom. Mortimer J. Adler. Dou-
bleday, Garden City, N.Y., 1961. 764 pp.
$7.50.

LG.Y. The year of the new moons. J.
Tuzo Wilson. Knopf, New York, 1961.
371 pp. Illus. $5.95.

Look at the Sky. Eric Sloane. Duell,
Sloan, and Pearce, New York, 1961. 92
pp. Illus. 4+ plates. $3.95.

Man’s New Image of Man. Oliver L.
Reiser. Boxwood Press, Pittsburgh, Pa.,
1961. 182 pp. $3.50.

Media for the Millions. The process of
mass communication. Robert C. O’Hara.
Random House, New York, 1961. 439 pp.

Megalopolis. The urbanized northeast-
ern seaboard of the United States. Jean
Gottmann, Twentieth Century Fund, New
York, 1961. 821 pp. Illus. $10.

Mohave Ethnopsychiatry and Suicide.
The psychiatric knowledge and the psychic
disturbances of an Indian tribe. G. Deve-
reux. Smithsonian Institution, Washington,
D.C., 1961 (order from Superintendent of
Documents, GPO, Washington 25). 592
pp. Plates. $3.25.

The Natural Philosophy of Time. G. J.
Whitrow. Nelson, London, 1961. 335 pp.
Tllus. 42s.

Peacetime Uses of Outer Space. Simon
Ramo, Ed. McGraw-Hill, New York,
1961. 286 pp. Illus. $6.95.

Proceedings First International Sym-
posium on Military Psychology. Frank A.
Geldard and Marilyn C. Lee, Eds. Natl.
Acad. of Sciences—Natl. Research Coun-
cil, Washington, D.C., 1961. 236 pp. Illus.

Reflections on Human Nature. A. O.
Lovejoy. Johns Hopkins Press, Baltimore,
Md., 1961. 282 pp. $4.75.

Report Writers’ Handbook. Charles E.
Van Hagan. Prentice-Hall, Englewood
Cliffs, N.J., 1961. 287 pp. Illus. $6.75.

Science and Technology Stocks. A guide
for investors. Grant Jeffery. World, New
York, 1961. 352 pp. Paper, $1.95; cloth,
$3.95.

Science Today. Talks by 15 outstanding
scientists. Criterion Books, New York,
1960. 192 pp. $3.95.

Successful Communication in Science
and Industry. Writing, reading, and speak-
ing. Robert L. Zetler and W. George
Crouch. McGraw-Hill, New York, 1961.
296 pp. $5.75.

Trailblazer of American Science. The
life of Joseph Henry. Sarah R. Riedman.
Rand McNally, Chicago, Ill., 1961. 224
pp. Illus. $3.50 (juvenile book).
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