
Laboratory 

Conductivity 

Bridges 

and Cells 

* DESIGNED FOR 

INSTRUCTIONAL WORK 

? TITRATION MEASUREMENTS 

Industrial Instruments manufactures a versatile 
line of laboratory conductivity bridges and cells 
designed specifically for instructional applications 
in colleges and universities. 

RC-12B2 Conductivity Bridges are particularly de? 
signed for titration measurements and feature 
high sensitivity for an extremely wide range of 
measurements. Variable sensitivity control per? 
mits easy and rapid balancing. Effective scale 
length of 84 inches provides fast and easy dial 
readings. Separate resistance and conductance 
scales are provided. The RC-16B2 is a true AC 
bridge with bridge frequencies of 60 or 1000 CPS 
selected by means of panel mounted switch. 
Bridge balance indicated by electron-ray eye tube. 
Bridges are available in battery and line operated 
models. 

For complete details on our complete line of lab? 
oratory conductivity instruments and cells, fill in 
your name and address on coupon and mail today. 
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Send detailed literature on 
Laboratory Bridges & Cells to. 

Name.. 

Address.. 

City.. ..Zone.State.. 

iMMm 

Industrial 

tyslruments\ ItlStfUtfletttS i*t. 

$9 Commerce Road. Cedar Grove. Essex County. N. J. 
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Letters 

Cost of Scholarly Books 

Steven Ross's letter in Science [132, 
835 (23 Sept. 1960)] rightly points out 
the high cost of scientific books. Yet 

many who cannot afford to buy would 
borrow, if they knew where. College 
students with access to good libraries 
are largely but not entirely free of this 

problem, but others find it pernicious. 
The obvious answer is the public 

libraries, but even the best of these 
will have a skimpy representation in 

many fields. Probably this is inevitable 
in a local system, but why can't a large, 
national collection be built and main? 
tained? This would not be an archive 
but a supplement to local libraries un- 
able to meet specific requests. As Ross 

says, "to read is to learn"; such a proj? 
ect would certainly help spread scien? 
tific knowledge. 

WOLFGANG WlEMER 
B. S. Coler Hospital, 
Welfare Island, New York, New York 

Your recently published plea by S. E. 
Ross regarding the need for cheaper 
books prompts me to voice a related 

pet peave. As a practicing clinician my 
mail is clogged with innumerable 

pieces of junk mail from drug concerns. 
Most of this is no doubt conceived, 
printed, and distributed at great cost. 
Yet a brief, admittedly statistically in- 
valid, survey of my colleagues reveals 
that almost none of this material is 
ever opened, much less read. If it is 

opened it is only to identify it for what 
it is?an ad proposing that some com- 

pany's new muscle relaxant, tranquil- 
izer, or antibiotic is superior to its com- 
petitors' chemically identical product. 

The distressing part of this is the 
fate of all that costly writing and print? 
ing?to wind up unseen in a trash can. 
Yet other printed matter, directed at 
the same scholar, is out of reach be? 
cause of the cost of printing technical 
books. How much more practical, then, 
to direct the trash-can advertising 
money into subsidizing scholarly books. 
Perhaps only the dust cover could be 

bought for advertising at the start. Less 
costly printing and paper would help 
too. 

There is, no doubt, a hard conser? 
vative core in the publishing industry 
which holds a book to be sacred and 
not to be contaminated by advertising. 
Somehow there is no objection to ad? 

vertising in periodicals, and indeed 
Science itself would quite probably not 
be published if it were not for adver? 

tising. Small, highly specialized peri? 
odicals could certainly not be produced 
without advertising. Why, then, the dif? 
ference between the periodical and the 
textbook? 

NEW features 

GIVE YOU 

NEW PERFORMANCE 

NEW CONVENIENCES 

NEW LONGEVITY 

NOW... 

GAS FLOW Measurement 
made more convenient? 

dependable?preeisely accurate. 

PRECISION SCIENTIFIC 

WET TEST METERS 

with the FEATURES you asked for-. 

? LONGER METER LIFE ?a modern, 
stronger east aluminum housing?epoxy 
plated?resists effects of corrosive gases 
^adds years of service. 

? ON-THE-SPOT SERVICE- the new 
removable back allows you to service 
your meter, minimizing down time, and 
saving DOLLARS. 

? IMPROVED GLASSWARE PRO? 
TECTION? recessed thermometer and 
relocated manometer . . . further in* 
creasing instrument life. 

? PRECISE ACCURACY ? watch- like 
components measure gas flow to within 
?}/2 of \?fo of volume. 

? MODERN STYLING ? attractively 
designed . . . right for your laboratory. 

? EXTRA CONVENIENCE ?new 
carrying handle for easy portability. 

? CHOICE OF MODELS-available in 
20 cubic feet per hour, or 680 liter per 
hour models. 

? EXCEPTIONAL OPERATING 
RANGE ? measures gas accurately 
from 0.3 inches water pressure to 15 psi 
for a variety of new metering applica? 
tions. 

PRECISION WET TEST METERS, backed by 
40 years of manufacturing "know-how", 
ore setting new standards of performance 
and dependability . . . get the facts . . ? 

write for Bulletin #612 

SINCE 1920 

| 

PRECISION 
SCIENTIFIC CO. 

3737 West Cortland St., Chicago 47, lll. 

Local Offices in 
Chicago ? Cleveland 
New York ? Philadelphia ? 

? Houston 
San Francisco 
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COORS 
U.S.A. 

Over 600 shapes & sizes 

of laboratory porcelain 

Coors Chemical Porcelain is in. daily use in thousands of 
laboratories the world over. There are over 600 shapes 

and sizes listed in the Coors catalog. 
Many items are specially designed for specific procedures or 

tests. Complete range of styles and sizes for typical 
laboratory operations such as ignitions, 

digestions, evaporations, filtrations, grinding and pulverizing. 
Are you familiar with the wide variety of modern laboratory 

porcelain available to you? Let us send you a priced copy 
of the complete illustrated Coors catalog. 

Write, today. Coors also makes an extensive line of i 
ceramic tubes?new catalogs available on request. 

COORS 

PORCELAIN 

COMPANY 

INSTANT THOROUGH MIXING! 

VERSATILE 

VORTEX JR. 

MIXiR 

Convenient 
Efficient Mixing 
Just hold the tube or other 
vessel in your hand... press 
it against the revolving neo- 
prene cup. A vortex forms 
at once for immediate mix- 
ing action! 

No Stoppers. ? * No Rocfs 
No Finger Capplng 
Saves time and energy. For use whenever 
a qukk mix is called for v . , C*forj&f*elJ 
with'any shope vessel.' -ii^v' 

? Test tubes ?;'? . mlci^ W 40 itom; > V : 
, ? Centrifuge tubes ': ̂ ;-?jr;*fi^t^'*. ? Florence or Ertenmeyer Qm&uij^Mi'l . small sixe v 

.,r VYY^~|?S:< 
? Square or tpeeially-shaped 

Ask your 

SCIENTIFIC INDUSTRIES, INC. 
DEPT. S-l?, 15 PARK STREET 
SPRINGFIELD 3, MASSACHUSETTS 

200 

How To Get Things Done 

Better And Faster 

BOARDMASTER VISUAL CONTROL 
& Gives Graphic Picture?Saves Time, Saves 

Money, Prevents Errors 
*fe Simple to operate?Type or Write on Cards, 

Snap in Grooves 
^V Ideal for Production, Traffic, Inventory, 

Scheduling, Sales, Etc. 
-fe Made of Metal Compact and Attractive. 

Over 500,000 in Use 

Full price s4950 with cards 

FREE 
24-PAGE BOOKLET NO. BF-30 

Without Obligation 

Write for Your Copy Today 

GRAPHIC SYSTEMS 
Yanceyville, North Carolina 

If the pristine purity of the pub- 
lishers is at the heart of the matter, 
then that species of books we call 

scholarly may soon be extinct?a vic- 
tim of inability to adapt to an unfavor- 
able environment. 

W. H. Oldendorf 
Veterans Administration Center, 
Los Angeles, California 

Food and Flavor 

Concerning the report on radiation 
flavor by M. P. Drake, B. J. Kroll, and 
F. J. Pilgrim [Science 132, 1394 (11 
Nov. 1960)], may I suggest that the 

"representative tasting panel" whose 

responses might enable us to foretell 

something about "consumer accept? 
ance" be augmented by such invaluable 
members as a cat and a rook (or any 
other member of the raven family). 
In my experience these animals, if 

copiously supplied with food and given 
an embarras de choix, turn into finical 
connoisseurs. And, whatever their 

prejudices may be, there can be no 

question of partiality against radiation. 
Advanced efforts in food technology 

remind one that ours is a period of 
transition from mass-produced, mass- 
distributed, and prefabricated foods 
toward worse to come. Would it per? 
haps be desirable, for the benefit of 
later generations of scientists bound to 
take an interest in the nature of foods 
so often referred to in documents of all 
times up to the present, to stow away 
a representative selection from all over 
the world in some remote corner of 
the Antarctic? 

H. Gloor 

Department of Genetics, University of 
Leiden, Leiden, Netherlands 

The Future of 

"American Men of Science" 

American Men of Science has been 

published as a biographical directory 
since 1906. As editor, I have carried 
on its publication for the last 35 years. 

During this period the directory has 
never had financial help in the form 
of a grant, though it is a marginal pub? 
lication insofar as profits are concerned. 
In 1948, after World War II, prices 
spiraled, making it necessary to ask 
those included to help make ends meet. 
The results were gratifying, and through 
such contributions publication of Amer? 
ican Men of Science was continued. 

I find it desirable to again approach 
those included for additional funds. The 

price of the four volumes that cover the 

physical and biological sciences is high 
for an individual; after test mailings 
of the A-E volume, the number of 
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