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To and Fro 

T h e  international cxcliangi~ of p c ~ ~ p i c ,  skillhkno~vlcdgc-, and technical 
has probably never been rnore extenri1.e than it is no\\-. Americans, l~ntler 
the auspices of the international exchange prograrrl of the State 1l)cpart- 
nlrnt, have taken part in a \vide range of activities abroad. Some of our 
cultural exports undcr this program in recent yrars havc hcen as follo\\a: 
Dizzy Gillespie, Pol-g)' and Bess, Oklaho?na, symphony orcht,rtras, ~ v e i ~ h t -  
lifters, trackmen, baskctball players, engineers, scientist?, a~r icul tura l  cx- 
perts, technicians, teachers, and students. 

For the most part, exchange has been a two-\jay street. Fro111 abroad, 
with State Departrncnt aid, foreign legisl;ltors, l ~ g a l  expprts, puhlic ad-
ministrators, lecturers, tc%achers, scientists, and engineers havtl comc t o  thi, 
country. In  addition, to rr~ention only a single cxatnple, Amcrican nlethods 
of handling the news ha\,c been learned by foreigncvs through on-thc-jo11 
training at  our ncw.spapcrs and television stations. 

T h r  extent of  exchange in education tnay bc apl~rvciatcd by a gl;lnc.c* 
a t  the figures cornpiled recently by the Institute of International Ed11c;i- 
cation for the year 1956-57. During that year 40,666 foreign studerits, 
1153 foreign tcachcrs and research worker<, and 6741 foreign physician\ 
Ivere in the U.S. At the same time 1492 faculty rnernhrr~ from L.S. in-
stitutions rvcre abroad. 'The figures for American students abroad during 
that yea1 are riot yet a\,ailable, but for 1955-56 they nl~rnherrd 9887. 

These are irnpressivc figures, and so arc the ligures for qeographic. tiis- 
tribution. The  forc.ig11 students, for cxatnplc, carnc fronl Inore than 100 
countries; .Amrrican stude~lts \vent to 54 countries. The  c-ourltries ill 

Ivhich Ainericari s t~~dcr i ts  ~vcrc, not to bc fo~iricl ant1 rsorn ~\.hich fc\\- or no 
students catnc to hlnerica were in the Soviet bloc. 

Thus, the exchange is not as free as it might bv. LJcspite the statc~l1ic*rirs 
of high officials in both the Soviet and the U.S. Govcrnnlcnt about thc 
desirability of prolrloting cultural exchanze, very little has happen!-d. 7'r11(.: 
there have bee11 sotnc exchanges of ag.riculturalists, engineers, and c i -
entists. Ilut these peoplc came to the U.S. as Soviet officials and thui 
were able to sidestep the U.S. requirement that noninlrnigrant alieris nlilct 
be fingerprintccl. The  fingerprinting requirement has blocked atternpts to 
negotiate an agrectnent for a more genrral exchange of p(3oplc hc~t\vre~l 
the G.S. and thi. Soviet Union. Neither stud(71lts nor hallcrinai can pas\ 
as govcrntr~cnt officials. 

In  an  attempt to hreak the impassr, Senator Javit5 and Iiepresvntati\e 
Carnahatl have introduced identical legislation in the Senate and the, 

Ifoclse. The  hills propose that the State Dcpartrnc-nt negotiate agrcetnents 
for rccip~.ocal exchange with the Soviet Union and rhat thc Secretary of 
State and the rlttornel- General he authorized to waive the fingerprinting 
requirement. Thisse legislators join the State Dcpartrnmt in having no 
fcar that waiving thc requircmcnt rvould jeopardizr our security; nor does 
the Presidmt, who said last January that the rcquircrncnt lacks "any sig- 
nificant contribution to our national security." 

If the Soviet objection to fingerprinting is onl?- a prvtcnsc, pas.sagc of 
these I~ills \\.auld make it apparent. Rut it is not the rrlain point of thr 
legislation to test this objection. T h e  main point is to try to find rornc way 
to promote a freer exchange in the belief that this rvould lessen the ten- 
sions and thus irnpro1.c the chances for peace. I t  is worth a t ~ . - G .  DrrS. 


