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Board of Directors Have Magic Screen, Will Travel 
LAURENCE PresidentH. SNYDER, 
WALLACER. BRODE, President Elect The first two hour-long shows in the Bell System's new T V  Science 
PAUL B. SEARS, Retiring President Series proved to be extremely ambitious. The first program, "Our Mr. 
PAUL M. GROSS Sun," which was shown last November, described how the workings of the 
GEORGER. HARRISON 

sun made life on this planet possible; the second program, "Hemo thePAUL E. KLOPSTE~ 

CHAUNCEY Magnificent," which was shown last week, described how the blood circu- 
D. LEAKE 
MARGARET lates and what it does. Although both programs were excellent once they MEAD 
THOMASPARK got down to business, a good deal of dust was raised in the process. Too 
WILLIAM W. RUBEY 

much was going on besides science. ALAN T. WATERMAN 
PAUL A. SCHERER, Treasurer The opening quarter of "Our Mr. Sun" was devoted to a story about 
DAEL WOLFLE, Executiue Oifrcer two characters in search of what they called a "gimmick." The gimmick 

was supposed to solve the problem that the series itself faced-namely, 
DAEL WOLFLE, Executiue Oifrcer how to blend instruction with entertainment. The solution, which was also 

GRAHAMDUSHANE,Editor employed in "Hemo the Magnificent," turned out to be a kind of dialectic 
CHARLOTTE Associate Editor V. MEETING, 

JOSEPH TURNER, Assistant Editor or debate to the finish between the two characters, who addressed each 
other rrspectively as Dr. Research (played by Shaltespearean scholar Frank Editorial Board 

WALLACER. BRODE KARL LARK-HOROVITZ Baxter) and Fiction Writer (played in the first show by actor Eddie Albert 
BENTLEYGLASS EDWIN M. LERNER and in the second by actor Richard Carlson). 

WILLIAML. STRAUS,JR. Dr. Research had at his disposal a Science Screen, upon which at  his 
Editorial Staff command of "roll four" or "roll six" a hidden projectionist flashed se-

PATRICIAL. CARSON, MARY L.  CRABILL, SARAH S. quences to illustrate the point at hand. Fiction Writer had a Magic Screen, 
DEES, NANCY S. HAMILTON, W. HEATWOLE, OLIVER 

upon which he was able to summon the products of his imagination. These YUKIE KOZAI, ELIZABETH MCGOVERN, ELLEN E. 

MURPHY, ROBERT V. ORMES, BETHSABE PEDERSEN, products were animated cartoons of grumpy turtles, dopey squirrels, and 

MADELINE SCHNEIDER, VOLLMER
JACQUELYN other Disney-type animals, as well as Mr. Sun, his side-kick Father Time, 

EARL J. SCHERAGO, and other personifications of natural forces. The result was confusing, but Aduertising Representatiue 

worse, somewhere along the line the signals got crossed, for a certain 
SCIENCE, founded in 1880, is published each anthropomorphism came to dominate both screens, with, for example, a

Friday by the American Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science a t  Business Press, Lancaster, cartoon figure repesenting hemoglobin on the Magic Screen and a crew of 
Pa. Entered a t  the Lancaster, Pa., Post Office as little men operating heart valves in a cartoon account of the circulatory second class matter under the Act of 3 March 1879. 

SCIENCE is indexed in the Reader's Guide to system on the Science Screen. 
Periodical Literature and in the Industrial Arts In  contrast, when the shows got away from this story within a story bit 
Index. 

Editorial and personnel-placement correspond- to tell us some of the achievements of science, the going was fine. Some of 
ence should be addressed to SCIENCE, 1515 the film clips of actual phenomena, whether viewed in color or black 
Massachusetts Ave., NW, Washington 5, D.C. 
Manuscripts should be typed with double spacing and white, were fantastic: bright streamers of solar material that seemed 
and submitted in duplicate. T h e  AAAS assumes no to precipitate out of empty space to fall into the sun; red blood cells passing 
responsibility for the safety of manuscripts or  for 
the opinions expressed by contributors. For detailed in single file through capillaries. If truth is stranger than fiction, this is 
suggestions on the preparation of manuscripts, book the stuff that proves it. And some of the animated sequences at least demon- 
reviews, and illustrations, see Science 125, 16 (4 
Jan. 1957). strated the possibilities of this medium as an aid in presenting technical 

Display-advertising correspondence should be material. Also laudable was the over-all effort to present scientific inquiry 
addressed to SCIENCE, Room 740, 11 West 42 
St., New York 36, N.Y. as an enterprise that has much in common with more familiar human 

Change of address notification should be sent to pursuits.

1515 Massachusetts Ave., NW, Washington 5, D.C., 

4 weeks in advance. If possible, furnish an address Exciting as are the achievements of science, we are ready to agree that 
stencil label from a recent issue. Be sure to give something in the way of a gimmick is still necessary. I t  seems to us, how- 
both old and new addresses, including zone num-
bers, if any. ever, that the trick lies closer to hand. The subject matter of science differs 

Annual subscriptions: $7.50; foreign postage, from one branch to another, but the method of science, in its most general 
$1; Canadian postage, 50$. Single copies, 25&. 
Special rates to  members of the AAAS. Cable features, is always the same-and there is the gimmick. If scientific theories 
address: Advancesci, Washington. were presented in terms of that combination of reason and experiment that 

The  AAAS also publishes T H E  SCIENTIFIC I proves them true, the resulting account would not only be better entertain- 
MONTHLY. 

ment, but would also provide a clearer idea of what science is all about. 
-J. T. 


