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A. C. Kinsey, Zoologist 


Al fred  C .  Kinsey,  professor o f  7001- 
ogy ,  Indiana Universi ty ,  and director o f  
the  Institute o f  S e x  Research, died 25 
.4ugust 1956, at t h e  age o f  62. Dr. K i n -  
scy was born i n  Hoboken ,  X c w  Jersey, 
23 J u n e  1894. His father was a n  engi- 
neer and taught  at Stcvens Institute, 
where Al f red  later spent 2 years be forc  
deciding h e  did no t  w a n t  t o  b e  a n  engi- 
neer. H e  entered Bowdoin  College, f r o m  
t+hich  h e  graduated i n  1916. \2'hile at 
Bowdoin and also i n  earlier years h e  
worked i n  boys camps  during t h e  sum-  
m e r  and acquired a n  interest in t h e  out-  
of-doors and i n  living things, a n  interest 
tha t  was incorporated into his high-
school textbook o n  biology, published i n  
1926. A f t e r  graduation f r o m  Bowdoin  
h e  entered Harvard Graduaie School ,  
where h e  studied w i t h  Merri t t  L. F e ~ n -
ald,  W i l l i a m  Morton  IVheeler, \Y. E. 
Castle, and o t h e r s  H e  was granted t h e  
Sc.D. degree i n  1920. I-Iis last )ear,  
whi le  h e  held a She ldon  traveling fel-
lowship, was spent i n  t h e  field collect-
ing gall wasps. I l e  jointed the faculty  o f  
Indiana Universi ty  as assistant professor 
o f  zoology i n  Sr,ptember 1920 and rap- 
idly advanced t o  the  rank o f  profcssor 
i n  1929. 

During these earlier years at Indiana 
h e  continued his studies o n  gall wasps 
and published a series o f  papers o n  l i fc-  
histories, taxonomy,  geographic distri-
bution,  and evolution wi th in  t h e  group. 
T h e  mos t  significant o f  these publicn-
tions was o n  the  origin o f  species i n  t h e  
genus C)lnipr, i n  w h i c h  h e  def ined a 
spetiec, as a population w i t h  c o m m o n  
heredi t ) .  H e  was one o f  the  first t o  cor- 
relate taxonomic  studies w i t h  genetics. 

Although Dr. Kinsey's inteiest i n  re- 
search was probably paramount, h e  was 
also a stimulating and provocative 
teacher. I n  advanced courses his m e t h o d ,  
\\here possible, was t o  permit students 
t o  leach  their o w n  conclusions f r o m  a 
study o f  specimens set before t h e m  or 
t o  learn as a result o f  their o w n  ef forts .  

Dr.  Kinsey's studies o n  gall wasps 
are noxv largely overshadowed b y  his  
rnore recent work  o n  h u m a n  sexual be-  
havior, w h i c h  h e  began i n  a small w a y  

i n  1938 and continued wi thout  interrup- 
t ion  until his death.  H I S  interest In this 
field was stimulated b y  students w h o  
c a m e  t o  h i m  for counsel and advice o n  
problems w h i c h  h e  could n o t  answer for 
lack o f  information.  ,43 h e  proceeded 
t o  find answers, hi.; interest grew unti l  
finally the  problems o f  sex became the  
dominant  interest i n  his l i f e .  His ap-
proach f r o m  the  beqinninq was tha t  o f  a 
scientist seeking t h e  t ru th ,  leaving moral  
and social implications t o  others. Grad- 
ually t h e  irnmensi,y o f  t h ~problems 
w i t h  their m a n y  ramifications and t h e  
difficulties o f  approach became appar- 
ent. I t  also became apparent tha t  o n e  
m a n  woi king alone could m a k e  b u t  little 
progress toward solutions. JVith gener-
ous support. however,  f r o m  Indiana 
Universi ty ,  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  I'roblems 
o f  S e x  o f  the  National Research Council ,  
the  Rocke fe l ler  Foundation, and later 
frorn the  incorne f r o m  t h e  sale o f  his 
books, Dr.  Kinsey was able t o  build a 
cornpctent research s ta f f  without w h i c h  
progress would have  been  seriously 
handicapped.  

F r o m  1938 t o  1917 Dr. Rinsey's re-
srarches o n  h u m a n  sexual behavior were 
carried o n  wi th in  the  department o f  
zoology, b u t  i n  1917, for purposes o f  
conveniericc and efficiency, t h e  Inst i tute 
for S e x  Research .c\,?s incorporated, and 
Dr. Kinsry  was relieved o f  all teaching 
duties. I-Ie continued,  h o w e ~ e r ,  t o  hold 
his  professorship i n  the  depar tment .  

Because o f  the  scarcity o f  in format ion ,  
the  greatest need a t  t h e  beginning and 
throughout t h e  study has b e e n  for more  
data, the  facts o f  h u m a n  sexual behav- 
ior. For collecting in format ion ,  a per-
sonal-interview technique was  d e t e l -
oped ,  and t h e  nnswrrs were ~ e c o r d e d  i n  
code w h i c h  could b e  read only  b y  the  
f e ~ u  concerned w i t h  the  research. T o  
date 18,500 individual case-histories o f  
m e n  and w o m e n  i n  various walks o f  l i f e  
and f r o m  diverse rcgions o f  the  U n i t e d  
States have  b e e n  recorded. Rased o n  
the  ~ n f o r n i a t i o n  thus  gained, t w o  vol-
umes ,  S p ~ u a l  Behavior zn the  H u m a n  
,4faIe and Sezzial 8cha:~ior zn the H2i-
man  Female, have b e e n  published, and 
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others, including vo lumes  o n  abortion, 
sex laws, and sex oflenders and concepts 
o f  normali ty ,  are o n  the  w a y  or planned. 

All  studies, scientific or otherwise, i n  
t h e  field o f  h u m a n  sexual behavior are 
certain t o  arouse criticisms because o f  
diverse ways  o f  looking at t h e  subject, 
and Dr.  Kinsey's studies have  b e e n  n o  
exception. But  as t i m e  has passed and 
as emot ion  and prejudice have  b e e n  re- 
placed t o  some degree b y  sober think-
ing, t h e  criticisms o f  Dr .  Kinsey's re-
search have become less bitter, and m o r e  
supporters, realizing t h e  values o f  t h e  
study,  have c o m e  .to its defense.  R,fany 
o f  t h e  criticisms c a m e  f r o m  persons w h o  
had n o t  read t h e  books and w h o  did no t  
~ v a n t .  t o  read t h e m .  S o m e  critics de-
pended o n  newspaper and magazine 
articles w h i c h  o f t e n  distorted t h e  truth.  
Criticisms based o n  mis in format ion  and 
swayed b y  prejudice and emot ion  can-
n o t  b e  valid. D r  Kinsey,  h i m s e l f ,  was  
the  mos t  severe critic o f  his work  f r o m  
the  scientific point o f  view. H e  did n o t  
pretend tha t  h e  had t h e  answers t o  all 
the  problems. I-Ie realized thc  need for  
morc  data and better methods  o f  analy- 
sis. I f ,  howcver,  h e  had waited until h e  
had  final answers t o  the  problems, h e  
would  nevcr have  published. Science 
advances b y  degrees and can  only ap- 
proach solutions. 

T o  demonstrate Dr.  Kinsey's unselfish 

devotion t o  his work ,  i t  should b e  said 

tha t  all income f r o m  t h e  sale o f  his 

books, w h i c h  were best sellers, was  used 

t o  finance his  research program. 


Dr.  Kinsey had  interests other t h a n  

university teaching and research o n  gall 

wasps and hurnan sexual behavior, as is 

indicated b y  t h e  publication o f  a high- 

school textbook i n  biology and the  pub- 

lication w i t h  Fernald o f  Ilarvard o f  a 

book o n  the  Edible W i l d  Plants o[ East-

ern hrol-lh America. I n  his early years 

a t  Indiana h e  developed a beauti ful  

garden i n  w h i c h  h e  took special pride i n  

his large collection o f  iris. Since boy-

hood h e  had had a n  interest i n  music 

and this interest was maintained 

throughout his l i f e .  H e  and Mrs.  K i n -  

sey collected a large series o f  records o f  

classical music and invited their friends 

t o  their h o m e  for Sunday  evening con-

certs. I-Ie was  always a vivacious and 

entertaining host. Mankind  is the  loser 

b y  his un t imely  death,  b u t  w h a t  h e  has 

accomplished will live on.  T h e  gate t o  

further knowledge has been  opened and 

t h e  path charted,  
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