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Scientific Information in the U.S.S.R.

All scientifically advanced countries have to cope with the problem of
distributing the enormous world-output of scientific and technical informa-
tion to their own research workers and technicians. That more international
cooperation in handling information might be helpful is recognized by the
National Academy of Sciences, the National Science Foundatibn, and the
American Institute of Documentation in their sponsorship of the 1958 In-
ternational Conference on Scientific Information.

The international conference itself is still a long way off, but in the mean-
tune it may be of interest to discuss the way information is handled in the
Soviet Union. D. Yu. Panov, who was here to help plan the conference, is
the director of the All-Union Institute of Scientific and Technical Informa-
tion of the Academy of Sciences of the U.S.S.R. Before returning to the
Soviet Union, Panov described the organization and activities of his insti-
tute in a talk at the National Academy of Sciences in Washington on 19
September. '

The institute, which was established 3 years ago, has 1800 staff members
and publishes 13 abstracting, journals, which annually contain about 400,-
000 abstracts from some 10,000 journals. All journals are received by the
institute and sent to appropriate sections where the individual papers are
classified. If only one copy of a journal is available, it is photographed or
taken apart so that appropriate papers can be sent to the editors of the
proper abstracting journals. The editors then assign the papers to the 13,000
professional scientists and engineers who prepare the abstracts. Most-of the
abstractors are members of other specialized institutes or are employed
in industry.

Panov pointed out one special advantage of the centralized operation of
abstracting services. Selection of papers for abstracts in Chemical Abstracts
in the U.S. involves search through some 6000 journals, relatively few of
which are exclusively devoted to chemistry. The central operation in the
Soviet Union permits classification of the chemical and nonchemical papers
at the same time, Thus, for example, many papers in biology will be found
in journals surveyed for chemical papers. By surveying a comparatively small
number of additional journals, it is possible to obtain all of the papers
needed for the preparation of biological abstracts as well.

The preparation of abstracts is, in the Soviet Union, as it is elsewhere, a
time-consuming process. To meet the needs of industry for up-to-date in-
formation, the institute publishes 20 series of “express” journals in the fields
of mining, metallurgy, forging, and so on. These publish abstracts of articles
within 2 to 3 weeks after receipt.

Among other additional activities, the institute compiles technical for-
eign language dictionaries (Russian-English, English-Russian, Chinese-
Russian, Swedish-Russian, and so on) and is doing work on the mechanical
search for information and mechanical translation. The institute also pro-
vides another service that must be of considerable help to scientists, It will,
upon request, supply any recipient of the abstracts with a complete trans-
lation of any paper in any language.

American and other non-Soviet scientists uniformly report, sometimes
with some expression of astonishment, that Soviet scientists are very much
up-to-date in their information about scientific and technical work in other
countries, There are no longer any grounds for astonishment—(. DusS,



