
I n  closing, however, I would like to discuss one 
point that relates not to the basic merit of the book 
but to its pedagogical outlook. The book is heavily 
slanted toward pathology and contains frequent excur- 
sions into the problems of cancer and other diseases. 
This is in  line with the author's statement in  the open- 
ing chapter that  "in this book no pains will be taken 
to exclude any reference to the abnormal; indeed, 
every effort will be made to introduce enough histo- 
pathology to help the student to associate and corre- 
late these two subjects [histology and pathology] as  
much as  possible" (p. 7) .  I recognize that there are 
different views about the teaching of the human ana- 
tomical sciences. But  I happen to be one of those who 
believe that histology is not the handmaiden of pa-
thology; no more, indeed, than gross anatomy is the 
lackey of surgery or embryology the midwife of ob- 
stetrics. There are  such things as  first things; al-
though, in  the mad pedagogical whirl of today, this 
simple fact is too often lost sight of. I realize, f o r  
example, that one cannot properly teach the histology 
and cytology of the pancreas without reference to 
diabetes mellitus, but such reference is properly dic- 
tated and modified by the aim toward understanding 
ltormal pancreatic structure and function. The wisdom 
of distracting the attention of the beginning student 
with the problems of disease, however, is seriously to 
be questioned. One would be equally justified in  at- 
tempting to teach surgical procedures in  the first-year 
dissecting room; indeed, such attempts, unfortunately, 
are  not unknown. Such digressions may serve tempo- 
rarily to inflate the ego of the poorer medical stu- 
dent, but they do not fool the really good one. I n  addi- 
tion, they cause the teacher deliberately to  forfeit the 
last opportunity to give the student a n  understanding 
of the normal human body by focusing his attention 
elsewhere. The normal must be studied and appreci- 
ated before the abnormal; hence, a t  the beginning the 
latter had best be deliberately pu t  aside wherever 
possible. 

WILLIA~IIL. STRAUS,JR. 
Laboratory of Physical Anthropology 
The J o h ~ sHopkilzs University 

A List of the Names Proposed for Genera and Sub-
genera of Recent Mammals. From the publication 
of T. S. Palmer's Index Genera M a m m a l i m  1904 t o  
the end of 1951. L. R. Conisbee. London: British 
Museum (Natural History), 1953. 109 pp. 1E. 

Palmer's Index Genera Mammalium (1904) has long 
been out of print. It is  still so useful to the mam- 
malian systematist that the very few copies appearing 
in the market command a large premium, but it is ob- 
viously now long out of date and therefore very in- 
complete. M r  Conisbee has painstakingly completed 
it through 1951 by this excellent supplement. As in 
Palmer, the supplement gives a t  least the following 
essential data fo r  each generic or subgeneric name: 
author, year, classification (order and family), origi- 
nal reference, type species, type locality, and deriva- 
tion of the name (when ascertainable). There is also a 

systematic list of names following the main, alpha- 
betical listing. The work is accurate and nearly ex-
haustive. It is indispensable fo r  those fortunate enough 
to have a copy of Palmer and helpful to anyone inter- 
ested in  zoological nomenclature. I t s  usefulness is, 
nevertheless, limited by the fact  that it omits names 
of extinct genera and subgenera and that it is a sup- 
plemeat to  a practically unobtainable work. What we 
still need is a complete new edition of Palmer. 

Such a list arouses some thoughts on the progress 
and status of systematic mammalogy. A large sampling 
of its 611 generic and subgeneric names indicates that 
only about 25 percent of them were applied to  newly 
discovered species, and even in those instances there is 
usually reason to challenge the author's opinion that 
generic or subgeneric distinction of the then new spe- 
cies was warranted. Some 60 percent of the names 
were applied to groups already well known but not 
earlier given subgeneric or generic rank. Nomencla- 
tural inflation may be inevitable and may even be 
occasionally useful, but it does little or nothing to 
increase zoological knowledge. About 10 percent of 
the names from the start were invalid on purely 
nomenclatural grounds. So large a proportion of 
debris suggests a n  actual decline in  knowledge or, a t  
least wisdom. A final five percent, more or less, of 
the listed names were substitutes f o r  previous names 
found invalid on nomenclatural grounds-attempts to 
clear up  still older debris. 
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