with the problems of plant protection and the meas-
ures to be taken, such as the prevention of the ap-
pearance of plant diseases and cultural measures, in-
cluding rotation, selection of seed, time and depth of
planting, and spacing of plants. Dr. Braun discusses
at length the many problems of soil sterilization, in-
cluding its applicability and limitations, mechanical
measures, and sterilization by means of electricity,
heat, and chemicals. All chemicals known to possess
soil-sterilizing properties are assessed, brief directions
for their use are given, and the organisms controlled
are listed.

A third section, by G. Gassner of Braunschweig, is
devoted to the treatment of seeds and propagative
plant parts. He discusses methods and materials used
and their applicability to various kinds of seeds, as
well as to tubers, bulbs, and cuttings.

In the final section Dr. Braun deals with the prob-
lems concerned with quarantines such as the economie
significance of the spread of plant diseases and pests,
the purpose of quarantine, the economic and biolog-
ical bases of quarantines, and the measures that need
to be taken to carry them out.

The book is a valuable addition to the literature
relating to plant protection. M. F. BARRUS

Départment of Plant Pathology
New York State College of Agriculture
Cornell Undversity

Cancer in Man. Sigismund Peller. New York: Inter-
national Univs. Press, 1952. 556 pp. Illus. $12.00.

Cancer in Man is one of the most provocative and
could become one of the most controversial books in
the field of oncology. Primarily it is neither a text

'nor a reference book, but the review of a long career
in eancer epidemiology. ' '

The book is purposefully organized and intensely
written. It is well indexed and includes an extensive
bibliography. Three sections in turn (1) deal with
cancer research, (2) lay the foundation for the au-
thor’s epidemiological solution to the problem of can-
cer, and (3) present the solution. Part 1 on “Pathol-
ogy of Human Cancer” includes a well-organized and
generally satisfactory review of cellular concepts and
histogenesis and the philosophy underlying these con-
cepts. New and old observations have been woven to-
gether into a readable and useful summary, which is
well annotated to serve as a source book for the ad-
vanced student and research worker. Although the
author has obviously followed experimental literature
carefully, his interpretations of the “outstanding re-
sults of experimentation” and “evaluation of the ex-
perimental trend” are founded on a philosophy of
clinical empiricism and appear rather superficial to
the experimentalist. This is reflected in his ultimate
rejection of modern cellular and biochemical hypothe-
ses in favor of a modification of the century-old but
now almost meaningless irritation theory of Virchow.
Although the research worker may rebel at the au-
thor’s conclusions, he will find in them a powerful
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stimulus to the much needed self evaluation of his
own experimental approach to the cancer problem.

In Part 2, “Epidemiology of Cancer,” is a lengthy
review designed to support the author’s thesis that
cancer is an immunizing disease, one kind of which
tends to protect the individual against development
of a second cancer. Here one finds a curious mixture
of speculation, selected statistical data, and the easual
rejection of conflicting views. Among the latter, the
author discards all concepts of organ specific cancer
susceptibility on a hereditary basis as “inconclusive.”
He is highly critical of the 1937-39 surveys carried
out by the Public Health Service in 10 major cities
in the U.S., but unfortunately does not refer to the
improved surveys in these same ecities in 194849,
although these appeared beginning in 1950—an earlier
date than many other papers that he reviewed. The
studies by Shields Warren and his associates on the
occurrence of multiple cancer are also discounted as
inadequately controlled and hence inconclusive.

Part 3 presents Dr. Peller’s immediate solution to
the cancer problem. Based on aceeptance of his fore-
going analysis, he contends that a cancer control pro-
gram can be based on deliberate efforts to encourage
the development of skin cancer, which is curable in
most cases, and that such cured cancer patients will
then usually be immune to development of an inter-
nal, highly fatal type of cancer. Such a program
would allegedly reduce cancer mortality by approxi-
mately 90%.

As a whole, Cancer in Man will appeal to few; in
parts it will be unacceptable to most people who have
directed their efforts toward the solution of this prob-
lem. The book is stimulating, but not convineing. Pel-
ler’s theses of a newer and better cancer control and
on the reorganization. of research efforts will hardly
find better acceptance now than when previpusly

offered. Winiam L. SiMpson

Detroit Institute of Cancer Research and
Wayne University College of Medicine

Scientific Book Register

The Comets and Their Origin. R. A. Lyttleton. New
York: Cambridge Univ. Press, 1953. 173 pp. Illus. +
plates. $5.00.

America’s Ancient Civilizations. A Hyatt Verrill and
Ruth Verrill. New York: Putnam, 1953. 334 pp. Illus.
+ plates. $5.00.

Proceedings of the International Congress on Analytical
Chemistry, Ozxford, England, September 4-9, 1952.
Under the patronage. of The International Union of
Pure and Applied Chemistry. Cambridge, Eng.: W.
Heffer, 1953. 493 pp. Illus. + plates. 42s.

Cacti and Succulents. G. Gilbert”Green. New York—Lon-
don: Pitman, 1953. 238 pp. Illus. + plates. $7.00.

The Common Sense of Science. J. Bronowski. Cam-
bridge, Mass.: Harvard Univ. Press, 1953. 154 pp.
$2.00. ’

Differential and Integral Calculus. Philip Franklin. New
York-London: MeGraw-Hill, 1953. 641 pp. Illus. $6.00.

The Psychiatrist and the Law. Winfred Overholser. New
York: Harcourt, Brace, 1953. 147 pp. $3.50.
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