Book Reviews

The Pbpulation of India and Pakistan. Kingsley
Davis. Princeton, -N. ‘J.: Princetén - Univ. Press,
1951, 236 pp. $7.50.

This book is the- fifth of a series of populatmn:
studies undertaken by the Office of Population Re-
search of Princeton Un1vers1ty with which Dr. Davis

was formerly associated. It gives us, first of all, an
excellent picture of the population of India and
Pakistan. It is rich in maps, tables, and figures from
which one may quickly grasp the quantitative data.
One soon recognizes how thoroughly the censuses have
been studied and the competent and imaginative
handling of the figures. The lazy method of some
writers who combine conflicting data in the same
tablé, with a mere footnote warning to the reader,
does not appear here; the author himself has care-
fully produced those adjustments of figures necessi-
tated by changes in census procedures, by the separa-
tion of Burma from India, and by the partition into
the Indian Union and Pakistan. By the device of an
oversize volume, figures, maps, and tables have ade-
quate space for inclusiveness and clarity.

But the population picture is not primarily quanti-
tative. The text adds meaning to the statistics by way
.of historical background and cultural interpretations
and implications. Indeed, the second half of the book
is eoncerned directly w1th “social structure and social
change,” including an application of demography to
urbanlzatlon, educatlon, caste, and religion, a discus-
sion of the recenf partition, and finally an appraisal
of economic achievement and a suggested population
poliey. In fact, the volume centers not merely on the
“population” but on the “population problem” of
‘India and Pakistan.

"Davis sees this problem somewhat as follows. The
outstanding fact is poverty, and the primary goal is
a greater per capita real income. It is too simple to
say that this goal can be achieved through industrial-
ization. As a result of developments usually accom-
panying modern industry, but lagging in India, “pop-
ulation: . growth has’ become a Frankenstein”
agriculture an insecure base for further industrializa-

tion. In order to avoid “disastrous growth of popu<

lation or a calamitous rise in the death rate” a decline
in fertility is necessary. Such a decline is not predicted
as'a normal development in the immediate future.
It must be achieved through conscious policy. Not
only will a crowded population, on the eve of indus-
trialization impede industrial development, but the
final level of income may be affected, as it seems possi-
ble “that the real income in industrial countries is
strongly influenced by the point at which demographic
growth is stabilized with reference to resources.”

A lower birth rate—the only practical means of
slowing down the rate of population growth—can be
achieved through birth control or rapid industrializa-
tion. The author recommends hoth, but believes ‘that
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the former is actually easier to achieve than the lat-
ter, because “a progiam of forced industrialization
would violate 'far -more taboos and arouse more re-
sistance thah would the dissemination of birth control
education and propaganda.” The likelihood is that
the current policy and program of industrialization

"in Pakistan and the Indian Union will not sufficiently

emphasize those very elements which would depress
fertility, namely, education, urbanlzatlon, mobility,
multifamily dwellings, and conspicuous consumption.

Thus Dr. Davis does not hesitate to give us the
benefit of his advice, and thereby makes his book more
interesting and useful. This is- true not only of the
main subjeet but also of incidental matters. For ex-
ample, on page 13, he draws this conclusion: “The
partition of India need not have happened, because
the geographiecal and cultural basis for a single united
India was present.” And on page 200 he says that
Pakistan and India might “adopt the mistaken view
that mlhtary eﬁ'ielency would be increased by an ex-
pansion of numbers.”
~ Mention must be made; finally, of the good bibliog-
raphy, which is topically arranged.
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The British Smut Fungi (Ustilaginales). G. C. Ains-
worth and Kathleen Sampson. Kew, Surrey, Eng-
land: Commonwealth Mycological Instltute 1950.
137 pp. $3.00.

This is the first general biological and systematlc

account of British smuts since Plowright’s 1889

Monograph of the British Uredineae and Ustilagineae.

- The book includes a deseription ‘of 74 species of

British smuts, involving 14 genera. The descriptions.
are based on the smut collections in the British na-
tional herbariums and on critical review of published
materials. The authors give a key to genera but not-
to the species. With the exception of Ustilago the
spécies are arranged under’ the generic namé" in
alphabetic order. In Ustilago the species are grouped:
on the basis of size and markings of chlamydospofes.

Along with morphological description of the spe-
cies, there are short concise accounts on germination
of spores, infection of host, and racial specialization
for many of the important species. In addition there
are many sketches of the chlamydospores and their
mode of germination.

The authors do not propose any new- species, but
new combinations are used. Thus Ustilago nuda in-
cludes U. tritici, U. kolleri is combined with U. hordes,.
and U. nigra is designated as U. avenae f. nigra.

Thirty-seven pages of the text are devoted to brief
accounts of biology, cytology, genetics, techniques,
and classification. These are presented in an inter-
esting and concise manner, and are indeed informative
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