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Culture in Crisis: A Study of the Hopi Indians.
Laura Thompson. New York: Harper, 1950. 221 pp.
$4.00.

This is a study of an American Indian tribe living
‘under socially critical conditions. Many scientists par-
ticipated in making the original observations and in
analyzing them, but Dr. Thompson is wholly responsi-
ble for the analysis presented in this fascinating vol-
ume. The Hopi Indians of the Southwest and their
communities are her subjects, but the principal sub-
ject of the book is the dynamics and effects of the
white man’s impact upon Hopi personality and Hopi
social structure. Dr. Thompson gives a very clear ac-
count of what is known of the history of Hopi society
and then describes Hopi society as it is today. The
analysis of Hopi personality structure suggests that
to the Hopi the world appears as a complex, balanced
power system regulated by an inherent rhythmic
principle. Everything that exists holds together in an
interdependent relationship. Man, animals, plants, the
elements, the supernatural powers, interact in an
orderly rhythmic fashion, for the good of all. Man,
however, has a certain measure of control over the
world. ’

Introduce into a society living by such beliefs Men-
nonite and Baptist missionaries with their doctrines of
sin, together with the whole apparatus for producing
a sense of guilt, and the disintegrating effects upon
personality and ways of life become tragically in-
evitable. Add to this the hypocritical behavior of the
U. S. government toward its Indian wards—of which
Dr. Thompson writes objectively—and the picture
becomes a sad one indeed. Someone once remarked that
the trouble with the Red Indian is that he has been
too much tied up in red tape. The truth is, unfortu-
nately, much worse than that, and Dr. Thompson tells
it clearly and frankly. The new Indian Service policy
instituted in 1934 commits the government to a wiser
and more humane policy, and Dr. Thompson gives a
valuable account of the positive effects of this policy
on Indian welfare.

Her analysis leads her to conclude that the core
of the Hopi crisis is ideological. The acculturation
process has thrown the basic ideological dynamic of
the Hopi out of order. In her final chapter the author
offers recommendations which, put into practice, would
almost certainly help solve the Hopi problem. The
analysis and the approach to the solution of the prob-
lems of culture in crisis made in this book present a
scientific methodology by which similar problems may
be approached wherever they may occur.

The late Benjamin Lee Whorf’s brilliant analysis of
the Hopi language forms a valuable addition to the
volume.

M. F. AsELEY MONTAGU
Department of Anthropology, Rutgers University
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Dirichlet’s Principle, Conformal Mapping, and
Minimal Surfaces. R. Courant. New York: Inter:
science, 1950. 330 pp. $4.50.

This is a brilliant exposition of the sphere of
mathematics centered around Dirichlet’s principle for
surfaces, and it brings together many of the important
developments in the theory since H. Weyl’s classical
work Die Idee der Riemannschen Fliche. Weyl’s book
marked the end of the period, beginning with Lord
Kelvin in 1847, during which Dirichlet’s principle was
vigorously established for Riemann surfaces. Subse-
quent developments, strongly influenced by Weyl’s
treatment, have been in two directions: (a) general-
ization of the theory to higher manifolds by E.
Cartan, Hodge, De Rham, Bochner, Weyl, and others;
(b) generalization of Dirichlet’s principle to the
theory of minimal surfaces by Douglas, Rado, Cour-
ant, Morse, Shiffman, and others and its application
to problems in the general theory of conformal map-
ping of surfaces.

The book, although concerned with developments of
type (b), provides an excellent perspective for the
understanding of other developments of a more ab-
stract nature. As the author states in the preface, “It
is written in a style which . . . expresses adequately
the balance and tension between the individuality .of
mathematical objects .and the generality of mathemati-
cal methods.”

An appendix by M. Schiffer summarizes some re-
cent developments in the theory of conformal map-
ping, with emphasis on the kernel function and varia-
tional methods.

The rich content of the book cannot be indicated
by listing the various topics diseussed.

D. C. SPENCER
Department of Mathematics
Princeton University

Scientific Russian: A Textbook for Classes and
Self-Study. James W. Perry. New York: Inter-
science, 1950. 846 pp. $7.50.

Modern languages contain within themselves sub-
divisions of the forms of expression generally used
by scientific workers in their publications. Whether
one agrees to the need for such subdivision, on the
grounds of linguistic practices, the fact itself exists,
and its existence is being continually perpetuated by
the rather formalized mode of scientific writing. In

‘most cases one is on fairly easy ground in comprehend-

ing a foreign language publication dealing with a
scientific subject; relatively easy ground, that is, in
comparison with the truly literary expression of the
general literature, prose or fiction. The relative ease
of the technical literature shows up exceptionally well
in the Russian language, as Dr. Perry points out.
Several years of close study would be needed by a
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