presented, and the amount of it squeezed into so few
pages is tremendous. It is well illustrated (225 fig-
ures; 10 plates, 7 of which are in color) and well
documented with both classical and recent works. This
volume is a most welcome companion to the preced-
ing monographs of the series and is a well-rounded
and complete biology of the Diptera.

GEORGE A. EDWARDS
Department of Biology
Tufts College

Renal Function. Transactions of the First Confer-
ence, October 20-21, 1949. Stanley E. Bradley, Ed.
New York: Josiah Macy, Jr. Foundation, 1950.
172 pp. $2.50.

Recognizing that “scientific communications at
scientific meetings and in the journals have been forced
into a narrow mold . . .” the Josiah Macy, Jr. Founda-
tion wisely gathers a select group of scientists in an-
nual two-day conference for the purpose of catalyzing
communication and integrating ideas in chosen fields.
It has published here the proceedings of its first con-
ference on renal function, dealing primarily with the
cellular ‘kinetics of renal tubular activity in urine
formation. The result is a spirited little volume which
stands apart from the parade of generally feckless
contributions to the literature on the kidney.

The topies discussed are the morphological aspects

of renal tubular secretion and reabsorption (Oliver);
role of glutaminase in tubular processes (Binkley);
biochemical aspeets of renal tubular transport (Tag-
gart) ; tubular secretion of potassium and acid (Ber-
liner) ; and water reabsorption by renal tubules (Wes-
son, Jr.). Although much of the content is provocative
—i.e., the raw albeit savory hypotheses as to the role
of intracellular enzymes in tubular transport—there
is no need to examine the material in detail; most of it
appears elsewhere. The chief virtue of the whole lies
in its record of the differing, divergent, and hitherto
unknown -opinions of the distinguished members and
guests of the conference on a host of points arising
during the discussions. Pages 134-137 are delightful
where one finds Oliver, Fremont-Smith, and, dia-
metrically, Shannon finally constrained to set forth
their philosophical proeclivities.

Because of the involved biochemical and general
physiological speculations in this book, it is doubtful
if any but Oliver’s section can be read easily by the
clinician unless he is acclimated to the rarefied air of
pure research. But all serious workers concerned with
the kidney and, particularly, students who wish to
learn of the progress in this field should find the
volume exciting.

: A V. WOLF
Department of Physiology and Pharmacology
Albany Medical College
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