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are several enzymes in the body which inactivate 
arnines and possibly one of these or a still unidentified 
enzyme is responsible for  the inactivation of the drug. 
Autoclaving the drug and tissue mixture of 20 pounds 
pressure for  30 minutes in  strong acid after incuba-
tion causes no increase in the amino nitrogen, indi-
cating that conjugation does not occur. The reaction 
does not proceed under anaerobic conditions. 

FILTRATION ADAPTER1 
T m  usual technique in perforrriing a bacteriological 

filtration requires that the material be passed through 
a bacteriological fllter, such as  the Berkefeld, Cham-
berland, Seitz or fritted glass type, which in turn is 
mounted on a filtrate receptacle. I f  the sterile filtrate, 
thus prepared, is to be stored for any time, it must 
then be transferred, aseptically, to a storage bottle. 
This last operation increases the danger of contamina-
tion and can be eliminated if the sterilizing filtration 
can be rmade directly into the final receptacle. 

An excellent way to pcrform such filtrations has 
been suggested by MortonJ2who combines in one piece 
a fritted glass filter and a suction arm. This appa-
ratus may be united by means of a ground-glass joint 
to a filtrate receptacle which is an ordinary Erlen-
meyer flask with a tapered male ground-glass joint. 

While the filtrate receptacle in this apparatus may 
be used as a storage container for the sterile filtrate, 
it does not lend itself to this use too readily. Firstly, 

1 The adapter illustrated in this article mas blown by
the Emil Greiner Company of New York and is available 
from them. 

2 11. E. Morton, Jour. Bact., 47: 379, 1944. 

Finally, this apparatus allows the use only of a 
fritted glass filter, the ceraillic and asbestos types not 
being applicable., 

The simple adapter illustrated above is designed 
to overcome these disadvantages. I t  will allow the use 
of any type of standard filter which may then be used 
with any type of storage receptacle, provided that 
this receptacle can withstand vacuum. 

Thick-walled pyrex bottles suited for sterilization 
which are commonly used for storage of sterile liquids 
should serve as wcll for  this purpose as  do the usunl 
filter flasks with side arms. 

The use of this adapter makes unnecessary the at-
tempt to mount the filter in a two-holed rubber stop-
per which, with small-necked bottles, is irmpossible 
and, in any eke ,  awktvard and unwieldy. The adap-
ter is equally useful for  chemical filtrations using 
Buchner or eonica,l funnels. 
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