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“THE DOCTOR’S DILEMMA” OR MEDICAL
ETHICS IN PEACE AND WAR'

By Professor EDWIN G. CONKLIN
PROFESSOR EMERITUS, PRINCETON. UNIVERSITY, PRESIDENT OF THE AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY

SoME thirty years ago George Bernard Shaw, the
famous English author and playwright, published a
play entitled “The Doctor’s Dilemma,” which, like
Moliére’s play, “Le Médecin malgré lui,” has had a
long and successful run on the stage. As in most of
Shaw’s published plays there is here a preface as long
as the play itself in which the author condemns in wild

but witty phrgses current social conventions, and ad-

vocates Shavian Socialism as a cure-all. In “The
Doctor’s Dilemma” his unreal and emotional attack
on medicine and science in general has just enough of
truth in it to make it take with the general publiec.
He denounces current medical ethies, pours contempt
on the conscience of doctors, their assumed infallibil-
ity, their mercenary motives; their craze for surgical
operations. He declares that doctors are not scien-

1'Address at the graduation exercises in medicine, Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, December 22, 1943.

tists, but pill dispensers and saw-bones; he denounces
vivisection, and goes so far as to declare that bac-
teriology is a superstition, vaceination a craze, inocu-
lations a public peril, and that doctors in general are
animated with primitive savage and cruel motives.
Finally the only remedy for this sad state of affairs
is the “social solution” or the socialization of. medi-
cine.

The publie, who see only the play on the stage and
do not read the preface of the printed book, miss
much of this diatribe, but they see Dr. Ridgeon of the
play and his apprentice acting the part of Satan in
the tangled human relations of greed ws. generosity,
lust ws. love and murder vs. mercy.

My purpose in calling attention on this oceasion to
this and other absurd misrepresentations and exag-
gerations of the lack of ethics on the part of medical
men is to contrast the high level of genuine medieal
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WILEY BOOKS

. for your V-12 and AST courses
in ORGANIC CHEMISTRY

A BRIEF COURSE IN
ORGANIC CHEMISTRY

By REYNOLD C. FUSON, RALPH CON-
NOR, CHARLES C. PRICE and HAROLD
R. SNYDER.

An elementary textbook and laboratory manual.
The fundamental concepts and the more impor-
tant types of organic compounds are discussed as
early as possible, and are constantly used through-
out the remainder of the book.

(1941) 248 pages; 6 by 9; $2.50

ORGANIC CHEMISTRY

By REYNOLD C. FUSON and HAROLD
R. SNYDER.

Designed for an introductory course, the material
is divided into two parts. Part I covers the prin-
cipal types of organic compounds, and Part II
. the more advanced aspects of these compounds,
with particular emphasis on the use of organic
reactions in synthesis,

(1942) 506 pages; 6 by 9; $3.60

AN INTRODUCTION TO
ORGANIC CHEMISTRY

By IRA D. GARARD.

A revised and somewhat enlarged edition of a

well-known book for brief introductory courses.
The simplicity of the laboratory apparatus and
manipulation has been retained.

Second Edition (1940) 389 pages; 6 by 9; 32.75

AN INTRODUCTION TO

‘ORGANIC CHEMISTRY

By the late ALEXANDER LOWY and
BENJAMIN HARROW.

This book gives broad principles and general re-
actions in a readable form. It emphasizes the
connecting links that bind organic chemistry to
medicine, dentistry, pharmacy, and other biologi-
cal sciences.

Fifth Edition (1940) 400 pages; € by 9; $3.00

TEXTBOOK OF ORGANIC
CHEMISTRY

By GEORGE HOLMES RICHTER.

A comprehensive, teachable textbook, revised to
include eurrent subjects of importance. Excellent
as the foundation for a solid course for beginning
students.

Second Edition (1943) 760 pages; 6 by 9; $4.00

LABORATORY MANUALS

I.aboralory Outlines and Note-
book for Organic Chemistry

By CECIL E. BOORD, WALLACE R.
BRODE, and ROY G. BOSSERT.

241 pages; 8% by 10%; Paper; $1.75

Laboratory Manual of
Organic Chemistry

By HARRY L. FISHER.
Fourth Edition (1938) 412 pages;
5% by 83; $2.75.

Laboratory Book of Elementary
Organic Chemistry

By the late ALEXANDER LOWY and WIL-
MER E. BALDWIN.

Second Edition (1934) 182 pages;
8% by 11; $2.50

Laboratory Manual of Ele-
mentary Organic Chemistry

By GEORGE HOLMES RICHTER.
(1940) 128 pages; 6 by 9; $1.25
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