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fifty-three reported that they were at their minimum
and any further withdrawals for military duty or by
retirement or death would mean inability to maintain
their programs.

From the data and comments obtained from the in-
quiry the following conclusions were drawn:

(1) Any further depletion of the instructional staffs
of the medical schools will result in a serious breakdown
of students of medical training. Already there is a defi-
nite deterioration of the quality of instruction in one
fourth of the medical schools.

(2) The qualifications and educational preparation of
trainees selected and assigned to the medical schools in
the future must be kept high if even reasonable standards
of academic performance are to be maintained under war
conditions.

(8) If the present trend continues, consideration may
have to be given to possible modification of the accelerated
program to maintain proper instruction of medical officers
for the Army and Navy and of physicians for the civilian
needs of the future,

PERSONNEL PROBLEMS IN GEOLOGY

TuE Office of Scientific Personnel of the National
Research Council was established in 1941 primarily to
aid in solving problems of scientific and technical per-
sonnel in connection with the activities of the National
Defense Research Committee. During more than two
years of its existence the office has handled success-
fully a large number of cases, chiefly in the field of
physies, but also in other fields of science and engi-
neering. The director of the office is Dean Homer L.
Dodge, of the University of Oklahoma.

The needs of the Office of Scientific Research and
Development and the availability of physicists and
mathematicians have changed with the progress of the
war. Therefore the Office of Scientific Personnel can
now give more attention to fields -other than those
involved in the Office of Scientific Research and De-
velopment, some of which fields are suffering man-
power shortages and can profit from the methods
developed in this office for handling personnel prob-
lems in ecritical fields. The Geological Society of
America is cooperating with several other scientific
organizations to maintain the Office of Scientific Per-
sonnel for the remainder of 1943 and at least several
months of 1944. During this time the effective
machinery that has been built up by Dr. Dodge will
be available to all geologists and their employers in
the adjustment of wartime personnel problems.

The work of the Office of Scientific Personnel has
been chiefly of two kinds: (1) placing qualified scien-
tific and technical workers in positions connected with
the war effort, and (2) taking steps to secure the
deferment of scientists and technicians who can make
their best contribution to the war effort by oceupying
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civilian positions ealling for their special skills. The
office can serve in the first capacity to the extent that
needs for geologists are reported and available geolo-
gists register. This service will be developed to meet
the demand.

With respect to deferment problems, recent devel-
opments have made it uncertain how the office can
best function. In the past, Dr. Dodge has assisted
employers of physicists and mathematicians by writ-
ing letters to local Selective Service boards and state
directors and by advising with officials in the National
Selective Service Headquarters. Out of this work
developed the National Committee procedure which is
deseribed in “Activity and Oceupation Bulletin,” No.
35, and which Dr. Dodge had hoped would be extended
to include geologists in the near future. Instead, an
entirely new procedure has been -developed by the
War Manpower Commission to be administered by
the U. S. Employment Service.

The Division of Geology and Geography of the
National Research Council has appointed a Commit-
tee of Geological Personnel, of which the chairman
is W. B. Heroy, who is located in Washington. The
primary funetion of this committee will be to coordi-
nate personnel activities of the several geological
societies; Dr. Dodge’s office will consult with this
committee in cases affecting geologists.

The Geological Society of America will prepare
mimeographed statements of further helpful informa-
tion as it becomes available. Those who have specifie
questions not answered in the present notice should
address the Secretary, Geological Society of America,
419 W. 117th Street, New York, N. Y.

TERCENTENARY COMMEMORATION
OF THE INVENTION OF THE
BAROMETER, 1643-1943

A TERCENTENARY Commemoration of the Invention
of the Barometer was held at the University of
Toronto on October 19. There were afternoon and
evening meetings.

Under the patronage of the Canadian Branch of
the Royal Meteorological Society, the Royal Astro-
nomical Society of Canada, the Royal Canadian In-
stitute and the University of Toronto, two sessions
were devoted to four papers indicating the origin
and development of the barometer, discovered by
Evangelista Torricelli in Florence in 1643.

The afternoon meeting was held in West Hall, Pro-
fessor C. A. Chant presiding. The first paper was
presented by Professor Louis C. Karpinski, of the
University of Michigan, representative of the History
of Science Society. This paper stressed the fact that
Torricelli put together mentally the “forece of the
vacuum,” 32 feet of water when the pump fails as



