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POSTPONEMENT OF THE NEW YORK MEETING

By Dr. F. R. MOULTON
PERMANENT SECRETARY

IN compliance with a direct request of the Office of
Defense Transportation, an ageney of the Federal
Government, the meeting of the American Association
for the Advancement of Science and of 44 of its affili-
ated and associated societies that was scheduled to be
held in New York City beginning next December 28
has been postponed, by vote of the Executive Com-
mittee. The reason for the request from ODT is the
excessive demands on railroads due to the war efforts
of the country in general, and to the greatly added
burdens due to recent military developments in par-
ticular.

Naturally the postponement of a meeting implies
that it will be held at a later date. In the present
case, however, no definite plans for the future have

been made or can be made until the acute transpor-
tation problems now existing have been at least par-
tially solved. It is not possible to predict how soon
the transportation conditions will improve; as soon
as they are improved the ODT will not discourage
the holding of scientific meetings.

Instead of drifting, and possibly grumbling, -until
the future of scientific meetings is elarified, seientists
may well consider in all seriousness how their meet-
ings might be improved. Presumably they can be im-
proved in many ways, and if some of the ways of
improving them can be discovered during this interval
of uncertainty, the disappointments and irritations

~due to the postponement of the New York meeting

will be forgotten.
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in finding a simple method of concentration, using
96 per cent. ethyl aleohol as the dialyzing hquld or
“outside solution.”

Aeeordmg to this method, 40 ml of the taka-diastase
solution free from Na,S,0, is concentrated by dialyz-
ing through a Cellophane bag for about six hours
against 96 per eent. aleohol as “outside solution,” the
aleohol being changed two or three times.

During the concentration, part of the enzyme was
precipitated and deposited on the Cellophane. After
concentration the small residual solution (about 3 to
5 ml) was precipitated by the same volume of absolute
aleohol, centrifugated and, together with the Cello-
phane bag (containing very active substance) dried
in the desiceator over H,SO,. The yield was about 50
mg, d.e., 2.5 per cent. of the original substance.

Using the same method, we concentrated solutions
of the commerecial taka-diastase without any treatment
by reductants (which.required only half the time of
the concentration of the taka treated by Na,S,0,).
The yield was about 3 per cent. of the commercial
product. Owing to the small quantity of the taka-
diastase it sometimes happened that all the substance
was precipitated and deposited on the Cellophane. In
this case, the substance after drying was either care-
fully separated from the Cellophane, or pieces of the
Cellophane containing the enzyme were placed in
water and filtered off after the substance had dis-
solved. The substance precipitated on the Cellophane
was even more active than the substance precipitated
from the concentrated solution by absolute alcohol.

The dried produect was tested for activity -on
maltose and sucrose. It was found that the product
retained the full maltose activity splitting power of
the original preparation but was practically inactive
on suecrose.

This confirms the theory that taka-maltase and taka-
sucrase are two distinet enzymes.

JacoB FEIGENBAUM

CANCER RESEARCH LABORATORIES,

THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY,
JERUSALEM, PALESTINE

A PLATINUM SCOOP FOR TRANSFERRING
STERILE POWDERS

THE transfer of small quantities of sterile powder
or chemicals to another container or a medium usually
is accomplished with a loop or with a pipette having
a wide bore. By such a procedure some powder
usually is spilled or scattered on the table, which is
obviously undesirable. To overcome this ineonven-
ience, the writer has devised a platinum scoop
(shovel) which will accomplish conveniently the trans-
fer of powder from a container or test-tube to another
container or a culture medium.

The scoop is made by folding a piece of platinum
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sheet into a U-shaped shovel which is attached with
a platinum wire, a copper wire or lead glass to an
inoculating needle holder. Fig. 1 illustrates three
sizes: (a) 24x5x2 mm; (b) 25x5x3 mm; (e)
20x10 x3 mm. Seoop (a) will hold about 0.17 grams
of starch powder; (b), 0.23 grams; and (¢), 0.45
grams.
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Fre. 1. Platinum scoops (a) 24x5x2 mm; (b)

25 x5x3 mm; (¢) 20x10x3 mm.

This scoop has been successfully used by the writer
in adding sterile rice starch and starch and charcoal
to various media for culturing Endamoeba histolytica
and Trichomonas vaginalis. These scoops ean be
used also in analytic chemical weighings, and have
several advantages over glass or metal spatulas.

This simple apparatus has the advantages of being
readily sterilized by flame and requiring only a few
seconds for cooling. Because of this, the transfer of
sterile powder and chemicals is conveniently and
neatly accomplished for a large number of culture
tubes or containers in a short period of time.

. A. PACKCHANIAN
THE SCHOOL OF MEDICINE,
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS,
(IALVESTON
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Now, Your School
Can Afford this
FINER FURNITURE!

Most educators will tell you they prefer Kewaunee
Laboratory Furniture because of its fine construe-
tion, working conveniences and lasting beauty. A
recent innovation by Kewaunee designers has
brought this top quality equipment within the reach
of every school.- We ecall it—

Kewaunee’s “CUT-COST SYSTEM”

We build up every type of Laboratory Equipment
from Standard Matched Units produced in quanti-
ties to lower the cost. In this way you get the
benefit of lower prices, attractive uniform appear-
ance of equipment and you still have the same high
quality and serviceability for which Kewaunee is
famous.

Whether you need-a single piece or carloads,

get Kewaunee prices made possible by our

“Cut-Cost”” Matched Unit System. Write
for catalog.

Jéwmeefj’[/yﬂar
LABORATORY FURNITURE / EXPERTS

C. G. Campbell, Presiden.
5013 S. Center St., Adrian, Mich.

. Representatives in Principal Cities

ANIMAL CARE SIMPLIFIED

No more weighing . . . mixing . . . cooking
or cleaning up. Purina Laboratory Chows
are controlled rations in dry form — easy - ‘
to feed, time saving. Scientifically bal-
anced, they help promote high reproduc-
tion, uniform growth, and good body

. St. Louis, Mo.
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The Cenco-Sheard “Spectrophotelometer” is un-
surpassable for accurate and economical spectral
transmission measurements in research or con-
trol. More than a hundred of these instruments
are being used daily in educational and industrial
laboratories. For work in the visible range of
380 to 700 millimicrons, the 1 cm cell unit, com-
plete with light source and all necessary accessor-
ies, may be purchased for $572.90. The 5 cm cell

CHICAGO
1700 Irving Park Road,
" Lakeview Station

A typical assembly of the “Spectrophotelometer” and
accessories for work in the visible wave lengths.

(@

The ‘Spectrophotelometer’

v EASE OF OPERATION

% ACCURACY AND REPRODUCIBILITY
OF MEASUREMENTS

% FACILITY FOR CHECKING CALI-
BRATION

% RAPIDITY IN MAKING READINGS
% NEGLIGIBLE STRAY LIGHT EFFECT

% ADAPTABILITY FOR VARIOUS SIZES
AND KINDS OF ABSORPTION CELLS

% NOMINAL BAND WIDTHS FROM 2V,
TO 20 mu.

unit, covering the same range, complete with ac-
cessories, sells for $577.90. If the range 325 to
750 millimicrons is desired, the addition of a spe-
cial high amperage light source and suitable
transformer, rheostats, and other accessories is
necessary. The 1 cm unit and accessories cover-
ing this range total $720.25. The 5 cm unit and
accessories for this range total $725.25. The 1
cm outfits are equipped to handle 14, inch test
tubes. Write for other detailed information.

ScIENTIFIC INSTRUMENTS & LABORATORY APPARATUS

BOSTON
79 Ambherst St.,
Cambridge A Station
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 WAR

needs the wires
this Christmas

War can’t wait—not even for Christmas.

So please don’t make Long Distance calls

to war-busy centers this Christmas unless




