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IRA REMSEN AND AMERICAN CHEMICAL  
RESEARCH LITERATURE1  

By Dr. FREDERICK H. GETMAN  
HILLSIDE LABORATORY, STAMFORD, CONNECTICUT  

WITH the return of peaceful conditions following 
America's wars with England, the energies of the 
people were soon directed intensively toward the de- 
velopment of the natural resources of the country 
and to the extension of its western frontier. An 
awakened sense of nationality and destiny, as well 
as a sense of the immensity of the task of material 
exploitation, had begun to influence all classes. 

As a recent historian has pointed out :  

Over the mountains the great valley two thousand miles 
wide, with its unified river systems four thousand miles 
long, opened an empire such as man had never seen. 

1 Read at the luncheon of the alumni of the Johns Hop- 
kins University in attendance at  the meeting of the Amer- 
ican Chemical Society in Cincinnati, Ohio, April 8-13, 
1940. 

This intensive concentration of the nation's efforts 
toward the discovery of our natural resources and to 
the development of economic methods f o r  their utiliza- 
tion in the arts naturally led to the creation of an 
urgent demand for  trustworthy sources of information 
concerning the latest discoveries in both pure and 
applied science. 

I t  was to meet this growing need that Benjamin 
Silliman, professor of chemistry and natural history 
a t  Yale College, founded the dmerican Journal of 
Science and ArAs in 1819. 

This journal may justly be regarded as the fore- 
runner of all American scientific periodicals. I n  the 
first number of the journal, Silliman outlined the scope 
of his projected periodical in these historically signifi- 

cant TI-ords : 
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too readily. The apparatus, after being inverted, is 
placed in a large split iron ring attached to a ring 
stand and then has the appearance indicated in the 
drawing. The cotton i n  the side arm D of the over-
flow veqsel is removed and a glas5 tube (not shown) is 
attached to it by means of a short rubber tube. This 
glass tube conducts the overflo~v to a beaker sitting on 
the table top. The 1mm constriction in  the side arm 
provides a liquid seal to prevent any chance of con-
tamination through that member. The cotton plug is 
then remos~ed from the bell-shaped shield and the 
apparatus is ready for  use. The stopcock is turned 
so hat the pipette filIs. When a few drops of liquid 
have run out of the tip a t  the top, indicating that the 
pipette is completely filled, the stopcock is turned 
through 118' and the measured quantity is discharged 
into a sterile flask which is placed on the table under- 
neath the bell. The interchangeable ground glass joint 
is provided to facilitate the use of various-sized 
pipettes from 10 to 100 rill. When different amounts 
of one solution are to be measured, but with less rapid- 
ity and accuracy, a graduated burette E can be in- 
serted, instead of the pipette, by means of the inter- 
changeable joint. 

SEILE. RIGLER 
GLENF A. GREATHOUSE 

TEXAS AGRICCLTURAL STATIOKEXPERIMEYT 
-4YD BUREAU INDUSTRY,OF PLAKT 

U. S. DEPARTNEXT OF AGRICULTURE,  
COLLEGE TEXAS STBTIOPIT, 

A DRY-ICE F R E E Z I N G  U N I T  F O R  CUTTING 
F R O Z E N  S E C T I O N S  

THE advantages in  time-saving of different freezing 
methods in  cutting nlicroscope sections is well recog- 
nized, hut available techniques are in  many cases dif- 
ficult or costly to use. Freezing by carbon dioxide 
gas is both costly and tedious in  practice. The use of 
cot~lmercially available dry-ice freezing units has 
some disadvantages. Ordinarily the-e units are too 
small for pieces of tissue larger than 2 square cm, 
they fail  to freeze the tissue uniformly, since the dry- 
ice container is arranged on an arnl extending from 
the tissue table, and they do not hold enough dry ice 
to keep the tissue at  a uniform temperature fo r  a 
sufficiently long period of time. 

I n  orcler to facilitate the cutting of rather large 
brain sections, a dry-ice freezing unit has been de-
vised to eliiriinate many of the difiicnlties described 
above. The unit is constructed so that it can he used 
on different kinds of microtomes. 

Fig. 1presents a diagram of the apparatus in cross- 
section. The clel-ice consists of a cylindrical cast-
alurninum container, constructed with a center table, 
to ~vhich is fitted a hakelite support. The block of 
tissue to be sectioned is placed on the center table, 

which is grooved in concentric circles, and powdered 
dry ice is packed around it within the container. The 
bakelite support is clamped to the block-holder of the 
microtome. 

FIG. 1. The Dry-ice Freezing Unit: 1 represents the 
circular table of the freezing unit, 2, the circular con-
tainer into 17-hich the dry ice is paclied, 3, the side wall, 
and 4, the balrelite support, which is clamped into the 
block-holder of the microtome. 

The dry-ice container measures 8.4 cm in diameter, 
2 ctn in  height, and has a wall and base 0.4 ctn thick. 
The tissue table is supported a t  the center of the con- 
tainer on a base 1.5 cm in diameter. The table itself 
is 5 cm in diameter .and 0.5 cin thick, and is raised 
0.2 cm of toabove the ~ i ~ a l l  the container in  order 
avoid the possibility of fouling the knife. The hex- 
agonal bakelite support is 1.5 cm high and 2.5 ctn in  
width, Additional economy of space may be secured 
by constructing the apparatus so that  the base sup- 
port may be clatnped directly in  the microtome, thus 
elilniuating the block-holder. 

Using this device, conlplete frontal sections of the 
brains of large dogs, 30, 40 and 50 microns in thick- 
ness, have been cut very satisfactorily. The tissue is 
frozen unifornlly since the tissue table is completely 
surrounded by dry ice. The dry ice keeps ~vell, for  it 
is partly enclosed within the container. Further-
more, the container is insulated from the metal of the 
microtome by the bakelite support. I n  these respects 
the freezing unit described has been found superior 
to other devices of this sort, both those which utilize 
dry ice or carbon dioxide gas in  order to freeze the 

1 The freezing unit c?escribed may be obtained from 
hlerle Hanford, Physics Department, University of 
Rochester, Rochester, N. Y .  
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New Fourth Edition 

T HE LATEST, REVISED EDITION of this 
familiar booklet is just off the 

press. Much of the previous text has 
been rewritten on the basis of experi- 
ence acquired in the use of Eastman 
Spectroscopic Plates during the past 
few years. Data on new basic emulsions 
and new classes of sensitizing have 
been added. 

In brief, the booklet contains full de- 
tails of the important characteristics of 
some 60 kinds of special plates for 
scientific work, covering the spectrum 
from the short ultraviolet to the in- 
frared a t  hl2,OOO A. A copy of it will 
be sent free on request. 

Visit rh. K& Building d the Now York World's Fair 
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