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SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 
SIROLIDER LODGE, ~ v h omas fro111 1881 to 1900 pro- 

fessor of physics and mathematics a t  University Col- 
lege, Liverpool. and from 1900 to 1919 principal 
Birmingham Gniversity, died on dugust  22 a t  the age 
of eighty-nine years. 

DR. PHI~,IPFOXhas been requested to resign from 
the directorship of the Nuseum of Science and In-  
dustry, Chicago, by the newly elected president, 
Lenos R. Lohr. As has already been recorded in 
SCIEXCE, the first action of Mr. Lohr was the sum-
niary disnlissal of nine of twelve nieinbera of the staff, 
including five of nine curators and others in key 
positions. 

DR. CHARLES PACXARD,of the Institute of Cancer 
Research a t  Colunibia University, mas appointed ili- 
rector of the Marine Biological Laboratory a t  TT~ods 
Hole a t  the annual meeting of its Board of Trustees. 
H~had been associate director since1938, and previ- 
o u s ~ yhad as clerk of tile corporatioIl for qeven 
years. At the corporation meetmg, Drs. C. K. Xetz, 
~ ~ 11. ~ ~ ~ d S. BroTvn ~ lplough and l ~ E. ~ mere 
elected lneriibers of the Eoayd of Trustees. 

TISEdegree of doctor of engineering \$-as conferred 
on the occasion of the colnmencenlent exercises of the 
South Dakota School of Mines and of the Xichigan 
College of ~ i n i n g  and Technology on Joh11 Tan 
Nostrand Dorr, consulting metallurgist, president of 
the Dorr Company, Inc., of New Tork  City, *'in rec- 
ogn~tion of his contributioris to chemical, metallnr-
gical and sallitarsr practicei,,, D~~~ 

gave the conllllencement address at both inrtitutions. 

THERE mas recently unreiled in  tlte Mississippi 
State Cherliical Laboratory a bronze tablet that reads 
in  p a r t :  "A tribute to TT-illiaill Flon-ers Hand, scien- 
ti,t, whose unselfish senice, tireless energy and dero- 
tion to the education of voutll of &fississippi and 
whose distinguished activities as statechelnist 
the Ila211ing Of thlS building in llis honor.), rn taking 
this actioll the ~~~~d of ~~~~t~~~ said that ?Tere 

grateful .'for the fine ~vork  tliat Dr. Rand  ha; done, 
xvas doing and would do in the future fo r  the State 
of Jfississippi." Dr. Hand  has been professor of 
chemistry and state chemist fo r  forty years, dean of 
science for  twenty-fire years and vicc-president of 
Missisqippi State College for  six years. 

DR. L. J. >I' TEAKLE, Of the Departlnent of Agri- 
culture, Perth. Australia, has recently heen elected a 
fellow of the Australian and Berv Zealand dssocia- 
tion for  the Advancelllent of Science and a niember of 
the National Resea~ch Council. . 

H. SV. ST,V.IE;X has accepted the invitation of the 
Executive Council of the British Association of 

Supervising Flectl.ica1 Engineers to continue as  presi- 
dent of the association for  a further year. 

D O ~ A ~ DPR1cE, technical director of the Or-
ganic ~~~~~~~l~~ ~ b for ~the ~~ ~ ~ t o i lit ~ ~ ~ ~~ l 
Products Company of Harrison, N. J., was elected 
chairnlan for 1 9 4 0 4 1  of the S e w  Tork  .linletropolitan 
';\Iicrochemical Society a t  the ninth regular meeting 
a t  Fordhall1 Tiniversity. Dr. Price succeeds Dr. Alex- 
ander Knoll, of Columbia Unirersity. 

D,. D. J. s ~ ~ ~ of ~ ~ ,professor ~ mathe-
lllaticsat ; \ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ h ~ ~ ~ t t ~of ~ ~ ~ h ~~ ~ ~ t i t ~ t ~  ~ 
has been prolrloted to professorship, 

DR. RALPHORLAXDOFREELAXD,of the department 
of plant physiology of the Ohio State University 
since 1932, beconies associate professor of botany 
Nortllwestern University on Septelnber 

DR. RLRERT of the General Hospital R.  I-IATHAWAP, 
of the University of Kisconsin, an expert on anes-
thesia, has  joined the staff of the X d i c a l  School of 
the University of California in San Francisco. d 

DR. EARL C. GILBERT,professor of cherni,try a t  the 
Oregon State College a t  Corvallis, has been made 
acting head of the department. 

D ~ .T. pRICE retired from pro-sLATER has 
iessorsbip of chemistPS a t  the Heriot-STatt Tech-
nical college, ~ d i ~ l , ~ ~ ~ h ,  

DR. HANS0 .  HLTERICS,TtTayne Unirersity College 
of Medicine, has been appointed editor of the sectio~l 
on Endocrinology in Biologiectl dbstp(icts. The jour- 
nal E~zcr'oer.i~lologpwill devote the abstract sections of 
fl,t,i.e issues to reporting in the field of 
clinical ~ j ~ ldbstrncts~ ~ i ~ ~will carryl 
abstracts of experiniental endocrinology. 

DR. JOB"E. PERRY,professor of civil engineering 
at  Cornell Vniversity, is again this sunliner director of 
Camp Barton, conducted by the Louis Agassiz Fuertes 
Coullcil, BOY Scouts, on the west shore of Cayuga Lake. 
This is his fifth as director. 

FOLLOJTIKG Secretary Henry A.the nomination of 
ST7allace for  vice-plxe\ident of the United States on the 
Democratic ticket, Claude R. Wickard, under-secretary 
of agriculture, lias been nanied his successor, and Paul  
f1. Appleby, assistant to Mr. JTTallace cince 1933, has  

na'lled andel.-secretar~. 

DR. FRANK clean of School ofN. F R C E S ~ ~ K ,  the 
Education of the University of California, has be-
come a meniber of the Problems and Plans Committee 
of the Anierican Coul~cil on Education. 

THE Comlnittee on Scientific Researcl~ of the Amer- 
ican Jledical Association has made a grant to  Dr. 
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Rucker Cleveland of the department of anatomy at 
Vandcrbilt Mcdical School for  further research in the 
field of endocrinology and reproduction. 

DR. H. V. S. GRILLO, president of the Xational Col- 
lege of Agriculture of Brazil, sailed from New York 
for  Rio de Janeiro on August 23. H e  had spent three 
months in the United States studying the organization 
of agricultural institutions. 

DR. H.  VICTOR XEIIER and Dr. TI-illiani P~ckering, 
of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, have left 
Pasadena for  an expedition to Sonth Dakota, Okla- 
homa and Texas to lnal~e a further studp of cosmic 
radiation. 

A FIELD party headed by Richard I<,illellon, a mem- 
ber of the North American Hall committee of the 
American Museum of Katural History, left Pittsburgh 
on August 23 for a n  expedition to Alaska to collect 
additional material fo r  the nev  Osborn Caribou Group 
now under construction. The party, which includes 
Mrs. Xellon, will charter a boat a t  Seattle, cruise along 
the inland passage along British Columbia and Alaska, 
aiicl is expected to reach Semard, Alaska, about Sep- 
tember 1, froni ~vliich point the collection of material 
will commence. Robert H. Rockmell, of the museum 
staff, is acconlpanying the expedition as technical ad- 
viser. Mr. Rockmell vill  be principally concerned 
v i th  gathering flora for  the Caribou Group. 

THE Glass Division of the Anierican Ceramic So- 
ciety will meet a t  Hershey, Pa. ,  on September 6 and 7. 
There mill be technical papers and reports on F r ~ d a g  
and Saturday mornings. On Saturclay afternoon a 
golf tournament and visits to points of interest in 
Hershey have been arranged. I n  the evening there vill  
be a banquet follo~ved bp dancing at  the Hershey Park 
Ballroom. 

APPLICATIOXSfor  the Lewis Cass Ledyard fello~vship 
award of the Society of the Xem York Hospital close 
on September 15. The inconle from the fellowship, 
which mas established in 1939, amounts to approxi-
mately $4,000. of which $1,000 mill be njed for  sup- 
plies and expenses. Preference vi l l  be given to 
younger applicants, ~vho  are graduates in medicine and 
have clemonstrated ability to carry on original research 
of a high order. Bpplications and correspondence 
should be addressed to The Committee' of The Lewis 
Cass Ledyard, Jr. Fellom;hip, The Society of The New 
P o r k  Hospital, 525 East 68th Street, Ne~v Pork, N. Y. 

A PLAN which will enable young Central Binerican 
physicians to take special training at  the Afedical 
School of the University of California has been an-
nounced. According to the terms of the plan, tmo 
young graduate physicians who can speak English will 
be sent every year by each of the Central American 

nations for two years' special study in pre-clinical and 
clinical subjects under the guidance of an advisory 
committee. The committee, which will consist of Drs. 
goward C. Naffziger, professor of surgery; Charles L. 
Connor, professor of pathology, and Ralph Soto-Hall, 
clinical instructor in orthopedic surgery, rvill assist 
each visiting ph~s ic ian  in planning the type of special 
training ~vhich mill be most valuable to him. No for- 
mal courses mill be given. Countries sending repre- 
sentatives include Costa Rica, Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras and Nicaragua. 

PRESIDENTIT-ALLACE TIT.ATWOOD,of Clark Univer- 
sity, in coope~ation v i th  the staff of the School of 
Geography, vi l l  conduct a graduate seminar during 
the commg academic year, taking as the special theme : 
Geography in Kational Defense. Provided that there 
is a registration of a t  least twenty men the School of 
Geography vill  offer a special course for  under-
graduate men, selecting froni the various fields of geog- 
raphy those phases of the science that *should be in- 
corporated in the training of inen ~vho  may wish to 
qualify as officers in the Army or Navy or to go into 
public service associated with the work of national 
defense. Certain phases of political geography may 
be introduced. The course will be evolved as the work 
proceeds and mill be under the general direction of 
President Atwood. 

THE Journal of the Anlerican Medical Association 
reports that a t  a joint nleeting of the trustees of the 
North Carolina Baptist Hospital and of Wake Forest 
College, on July 18, contracts were let for  the n e x  
Bo~vnlan Gray School of Medicine of Wake Forest 
College in Winston-Salem and add~tions to the hos- 
pital amounting to $701,.572. I t  is estimated that i t  
will take a year to coniplete the buildings. The school 
will also have a fifty-bed hospital has~ ~ l i i c h  been 
leased to it by the Junior League of Winston-Salem 
for  teaching and research in psychiatry. The school 
will assume responsibility for  the professional con-
duct of the child guidance clinic conducted by the 
league. 

ACCORDINGto the Jot~rnulof the Ainerican Xedical 
Association the Illinois State I-Iealtli Department pre- 
sented t x o  nelv exhibits in its annual health expo-
sition a t  the State Fair  in Springfield from August 
17  to 25 in cooperation with the Public Service Com- 
pany of Xorthern Illinois. One depicted the hazards 
of night driving ancl the inability of the eye to cope 
with these hazards. Dioranlas, transparencies, work- 
ing models, apparatus, street and highway lighting 
units and the scientific equipment used in research on 
the subject were shown. The other exhibit showed 
2,000 years of progress in the evolution of resuscita- 



tion from drowning, gas asphyxiation and electric 
shoek. Dr. H a r t  E. Fisher, Chicago, chief surgeon 
of the public service company, was in charge. Other 
features of the exposition xere  free blood tests, med- 
ical examination of children, exhibits on "contact" 
diseases and nutrition. A motion picture program 
I$-as presented daily. 

Ix the British Parlianient Sir Thomas BIoore re-
cently asked the Minister of Supply whether he could 
gire  an assurance that in  the linlitation of paper sup- 
plies due regard would be had for  the relatiTe iin- 
portance of various publications, and that reasonable 
preference would be g i ~ e n  to the requirements of 
those publishing educational, scientific and technical 
journals and books. Mr. Harold Macnilllan, parlia- 
mentary secretary to the Minister of Supply, replied: 
'.While the Minister can not accept the responsibility 
for  introducing in the allocation of the limited sup- 
plies of paper anything which might savor of a 
censorship, due regard will be had to the provision 
of reasonable amounts of paper fo r  educational, sci- 
entific and technical publications." 

ACCORDINGto the London Times a new government 

technical school a t  Takoradi, West Africa, built on 30 
acres of grounds a t  a cost of £37,000 has been opened. 
The school had to be removed from Accra, partly be- 
cause the accommodation there was inadequate to meet 
the growing demand for  technical training, partly be- 
cause the new site is more accessible fo r  the industrial- 
ized areas of the Gold Coast. The school overlooks 
Takoradi harbor and inc1ude.s a long, single-story 
M-orkshop with blacksniith's shop, a demonstration 
block of three stories, with classrooms, laboratories, 
drawing oEces and asseinbly hall. Over 100 students 
can be housed in the dormitory block. The workshop 
provides for  instruction in two sections: one for  prac- 
tical work in mechanical engineering, the other fo r  
practical wood\vork. Both sections are fitted with 
electrically driven machinery and the usual benches 
for manual x~lork. Two blocks contain quarters fo r  
African masters, and there is a bungalolv for a Euro- 
pean housemaster. The buildings are grouped around 
a sports ground of five acres. Most classrooms and 
the assembly hall a re  wired for  reception of wireless 
programs from the Sekondi station. Present students 
include boys from all parts of the Cold Coast. 

DISCUSSION 

A STANDARD EXPERIMENTAL 


VEGETATION TYPE 


THE increasing interest in land ~ i t h  its attendant 
problenls of animal and plant ecology is emphasizing 
the long-felt need for  outdoor and laboratory facilities 
"where the interactions of land plants and animals 
and their physiological relations to climate can be 
studied."l I n  an integrated investigation of this o r  a 
related nature, one of the essential parts would be an 
area sufficiently protected to  permit development of 
the vegetation so as to form a standard and at  the 
same time afford a n  experinlent in  itself. 

The purpose of adequately protecting a plant cover 
over a long period can be stated as  : T h a t  can the two, 
soil and climate, produce, given certain species of 
plants, if productivity is not upset by renioral of 
vegetation? We can only guess at the outcome. What 
will the product be in a definite period of 5, 1 0  or 15 
years or in  an indefinitely long period of over 100 
years and more? WilI development proceed f a r  be- 
yond ho hat ive conceive of as the climax for  the region? 
Will i t  be a more or a less desirable type than the ac- 
cepted climax, either as forage or as a protective cover 
fo r  the soil? Row will i t  conipare with areas con-
tinuously grazed by livestock for  the same period and 
h o ~ vwill it compare with the vegetation on portions of 

1 V.E. Shelford, SCIENCE, 90: 2346, December 15, 1939. 

such a n  area as mentioned by Shelford-"large 
enough to prevent domestication of plains animals 
and to be managed on a hands-off basis"? 

?Vithout proper protection outdoor studies dealing 
with the development of vegetation or with competi- 
tion between plants may be upset a t  a crucial moment 
by the destruction of vegetation through one or an-
other of many agencies. Plowing, fire, roadway con- 
struction, excessive grazing by livestock and the feed- 
ing of rodents or of insects such as grasshoppers or 
ilformon crickets, all take toll of plots situated in  the 
open ranges and only by chance can a plot be expected 
to survive intact fo r  long. Elimination of one or a 
f e v  of the agencies, such as fencing to keep out large 
animals, may temporarily reduce the destruction of 
vegetation but i t  is no dependable solution. The ac- 
cuniulation of plant material on an area surrounded 
by land where such Illaterial is scarce is a stimulus for  
concentrations or fo r  multiplication of the uncon-
trolled smaller animals. The resulting damage to the 
vegetation may be obscure and lead to erroneous con- 
clusions. Sometimes the clamage is  pronounced. I n  
two 40-acre esperimental tractsZ where fire and graz- 
ing had been prevented, jackrabbits suppressed a n  
annual grass in the one, and in the other reduced a 
sparse vegetation to bare soil. 

2 R. L. Piemeisel, U. 6. Dept. Xgric. Tech. Bull. 654, 
1938; also unpublished data. 


