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In view of the wartime requirements of the nation, 
particular attention is being given to investigations in 
connection with such minerals as have a direct bearing 
on the war effort. The work of the bureau is largely 
directed toward the extension of the gold-mining in­
dustry, which provides foreign credits, and toward an 
evaluation of resources in petroleum, an increased 
domestic supply of which is necessary to limit de­
pendence on foreign sources. Investigations will be 
made also of deposits of many of the so-called war 
minerals, such as chromium, manganese, molybdenum 
.and tungsten. 

Twenty-six parties will be engaged in geological 
-surveys and investigations, and eleven in topograph­
ical mapping. In addition, two topographical parties 
will be employed on supervisory work. Of the geo­
logical parties, three will be in British Columbia, five 
in Alberta, one in Saskatchewan, two in Manitoba, 
two in Ontario, four in Quebec, one in New Bruns­
wick, one in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, one in 
Nova Scotia, one in Yukon and three in the Northwest 
Territories. Two other parties will be employed on 
the general investigation of deposits of war minerals, 
one in British Columbia and Yukon and the other in 
the rest of Canada. 

The topographical mapping program for 1940 will 
be devoted entirely to surveys in the foothills district 
of Alberta, which is now of such importance as a 
potential source of petroleum supplies. Ten topo­
graphical parties, one control party and two super­
visory parties will operate in this district. 

THE COOK OBSERVATORY 

PLANS to proceed at once with continuation of the 
astronomical work begun by the late Gustavus Wynne 
<Cook, the Philadelphia industrialist and amateur as­
tronomer, who died on June 4, have been announced 
hj the University of Pennsylvania. The work will be 
done with the astronomical equipment assembled and 
used by Dr. Cook in his private observatory at Wynne-
wood, Pa., which has been bequeathed to the university. 

At the time of his death, Dr. Cook was engaged in 
making a photographic map of the Milky Way region. 
In preparation for this work he acquired in 1936 an 
astrographic telescope, said to be the largest in the 
world. A little more than half of the Milky Way sec­
tion has already been photographed and its comple­
tion will be one of the immediate objectives of the 
observatory. 

Dr. Charles P. Olivier, Flower professor of astron­
omy at the university and director of the Flower 
Observatory at Highland Park, who will direct the 
new program, has announced that Dr. P. H. Taylor, 
who has worked with him for the past four years, 
will work full time, and that in addition three part-
time astronomers have been added to the staff. These 

include I. M. Levitt and L. I. Tabor, who were asso­
ciated with Dr. Cook for several years, and Dr. Roy 
K. Marshall, a member of the staff of the Franklin 
Institute. Mr. Levitt, also a member of the staff of the 
institute and a former student of Dr. Olivier, will con­
tinue the work he has been doing with the spectro-
helioscope at the Cook Observatory, cooperating in an 
international project for the study of solar eruptions. 
Mr. Tabor, who has been in charge of the work with 
the astrographic camera, will carry forward the work 
of mapping the Milky Way. 

The work of the observatory will be continued for 
the present on the Cook estate in Wynnewood. This 
will permit certain lines of investigation to go forward 
without interruption. The program will be coordi­
nated with that of the Flower Observatory and the 
equipment eventually will be placed with that of the 
Flower Observatory at some suitable location. The 
Cook unit will maintain its integrity and the name 
of Dr. Cook will be perpetuated. He is said to have 
spent approximately $200,000 on equipment for his 
observatory. 

The bequest includes two buildings—a "sun house" 
and a "star house"—in addition to the equipment they 
contain. The largest telescope in the collection is a 
28i-inch reflector, which will be used for the study of 
stellar spectra for the solution of special problems. 
There are also, in addition to the astrographic telescope 
and the spectrohelioscope, a 15-inch horizontal refract­
ing telescope and a new Schmidt Camera of 14 inches 
aperture. 

THE ILLINOIS-INDIANA SECTION OF THE 
SOCIETY FOR THE PROMOTION OF 

ENGINEERING EDUCATION 

The Illinois-Indiana Section of the Society for the 
Promotion of Engineering Education held its annual 
meeting at the University of Notre Dame on April 21 
with an attendance of nearly two hundred. After the 
Rev. J. Hugh O'Donnell, C.S.C., president of the uni­
versity, welcomed the group, the Rev. John J. Cava-
naugh, C.S.C., who is vice-president of the university, 
spoke on "Intellectual and Moral Education at Notre 
Dame," pointing out that Notre Dame is primarily 
concerned with the intellectual development of the 
student,' but at the same time it integrates the religious 
and intellectual elements in higher education. Dean 
D. C. Jackson, Jr., of the College of Engineering, dis­
cussed "Engineering and Religion" and emphasized 
that "definite attention to integrating an intellectual 
study of religious principles and convictions into the 
engineering curricula is essential for the best progress 
of the progression of engineering in its broadening 
scope in approaching social problems in the future." 
Professor F. G. Seulberger, director of industrial re­
lations at Northwestern University, gave an interest-


