
JUKE 1940 589.21, SCIENCE 

SCIENTIFIC EVENTS 

ADVISORY RESEARCH COUNCIL O F  T H E  

CHEMICAL SOCIETY, LONDON1 
AT the annual general meeting of the Chemical 

Society held on April 4, the president, Sir  Robert 
Robinson, dealt a t  some length with the actirities of 
the Advisory Research Council of the Chemical So- 
ciety which was fornied in September, 1939, its object 
being to act as a liaison between chemists engaged in 
unremnnerated research who are seeking guidance as 
to subjects fo r  investigation of potential value to the 
national war effort and government departments or 
industrial organizations in a position to suggest such 
topics. Sir  Robert said that the response to the sug- 
gestions made and invitations issued by the Advisory 
Research Council has been very gratifying, and that 
he is sure that the initiative will continue to receive 
the generous support of the society's fellows. The 
situation in regard to scientific research in its appli- 
cation to the war is very different from that of 1914. 
This is due, partly to the effort made in the F a r  of 
1914-18 itself, partly to the intensire mork of the inter- 
vening years, and in part to the unanticipated course 
of the present emergency, which has not yet thrown 
up  so many new problems as might have been ex-
pected. Nevertheless, there are clear indications that 
the original work of research chemists mill be needed 
in the present struggle, possibly to a greater extent 
than in the past, and the relative slowness of the start 
should deceive nobody in regard to the vitally impor- 
tant par t  which may be plared by the Chemical So- 
ciety. Certain research committees under Government 
auspices are already showing a marked tendency to 
make full use of the society's facilities in connection 
with the longer-range investigations in which they, are 
interested. 

I t  has been laid down by the Advisory Research 
Council of the Chemical Society that the only subjects 
to be studied should be such as have a definite relation 
to the conduct of the mar. I t  is, homerer, generally 
agreed that the maintenance of our export trade in a 
flourishing condition is of the utmost importance, and 
therefore the council is prepared to assist the chemical 
industry so f a r  as lies in its power. Here the attack 
must be on a broad front and, as it  is impossible to  
spot the winners before the race, there nus st be losers 
also. Cooperative effort is essential, and this reflec- 
tion should console those who are unable to see in 
what may the suggestions made to the111 could have 
any influence on the fortunes of the nation. Fellows 
may rest assured that more urgent needs mill be niacte 
known to them when they beconie apparent to the 
council, and all suggestions of a specific nature are  

1 From S a t ~ c ~ e .  

welcomed and carefully examined. The council does 
not supervise or direct work undertaken a t  its sug- 
gestion, and the results may be used or  published in 
i n y  way that the investigator desires, subject of 
course to his own private commitments to firms which 
may have given material assistance or confidential in- 
formation. Similarly, it can accept no responsibility 
for  the accuracy of the mork or fo r  losses sustained o r  
accidents to personnel. As an advisory body the 
council is prepared to give any assistance in its power 
to investigators who wish to ensure that their work is 
utilized to the full in the national interest. When 
mork is undertaken on behalf of a government depart- 
ment, this fact is clearly stated, and fellows need not 
be reminded of the existence of the Official Secrets Act. 
The council has no funds at  its disposal, but workers 
on projects suggested by the council may make appli- 
cation at  any time to the research fund committee of 
the society. Finally, Sir  Robert emphasized that the 
council is always available for  consultation if any 
fellow is doubtful of the proper procedure a t  any stage 
of his work. 

F IELD WORK O F  T H E  U. S. GEOLOGICAL 
SURVEY 

THIS season's geologic field work of the LT.S. Geo-
logical Survey, already under may or soon to begin, 
includes the follo~ving projects : 

Studies of Pleistocene deposits and of faulting of  
the intermontane basins, mainly in that par t  of Mon- 
tana west of Butte, by J. T. Pardee, who will also give 
attention to manganese in  the Philipsburg district i n  
connection with drilling of the deposits by the Bu- 
reau of Mines, under the strategic minerals program. 

An examination of the Ivanhoe mercury district, 
near Winnemucca, Nev., R. J. Roberts,. 

-4 study of the Coso quicksilver district, Inyo  
County, Calif., by C. P.Ross, ~ v h o  later in the sum- 
mer ~vi l l  probably make esa?llinations of mercury dis- 
tricts in southeastern Oregon and adjacent par ts  of 
Nevada, including the Bretz and Opalite properties 
in  Oregon and the Cordero property in Kevada, in 
addition to prospects on and south of Steens Moun- 
tain, Ore. 

An extension by Eugene Callaghan of the areal 
map previously prepared by him of the 3Iarysvale 
alunite region, southwest-central Utah. 

Resumption of a study of the geology and mineral 
deposits of the Irwin quadrangle, Ida.-Wyo., by L. S. 
Gardner. 
9study by TIT. C. Warren of the stratigraphy andY 

structure of the Forks area on the west slope of the 
Olympic Xountains, nrashington, with special atten-
tion to its petroleum possibilities. 


