
gins, secretary-treasurer of the Pacific Section. The 
maximum time allowed for  presentation of a contrib- 
uted paper will be fifteen minutes, and authors a re  
requested to make serious efforts to hold their papers 
to such lengths that they can be presented in ten 
minutes or less. 

All titles and abstracts of papers must be in  the 
hands of the secretary not later than May 1. Those 
arriving after that date can not be included in the 
printed program. 

An excursion to the Friday Harbor Marine Station 
of the University of Tashington is being planned by 
the Botanical Society and by the American Society of 
Plant Physiologists on the final day of the meetings. 
Possibly a second excursion, to the Olympic Peninsula, 
will be arranged for  those whose interests are  con- 
cerned with flowering plants rather than with marine 
organisms. A fuller announcement concerning the ex- 
cursions will'be made later. 

IRAL. WIGGINS, 
Secreta~ry-Treasurer, Pacific Section of 

the Bota~nicr~lSociety of America 
STANFORD CALIF.UTIVERSITP, 

THE AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY AND 
DR. SPRINGER 

MORE than 3,500 chemists will convene in Cincinnati 
for  the ninety-ninth meeting of the American Chem-
ical Society, which will meet from April 8 to 1 2  under 
the auspices of the Cincinnati section. Sessions will 
be held by seventeen of the divisions. Dr. Alfred 
Springer, dean of Cincinnati chemists, who on Febru- 
a ry  12 will celebrate his eighty-sixth birthday, has been 
appointed honorary chairman of the meeting. Proctor 
Thomson, head of the Standards Department of the 
Chemical Division of the Procter and Gamble Com- 
pany, will be general chairman. 

Dr. Springer is known for his work on fermentation 
and for  his inventions of the torsion balance, widely 

used in pharmacy, and for  aluminum sounding boards 
fo r  musical instruments. F o r  fifty-seven years, until 
his retirement in 1930, he was the owner of the chem- 
ical firm of Alexander Fries and Brothers, founded in 
Cincinnati by his uncle. H e  promoted American 
forestry and stream purification movements, and was 
one of the founders of the American Forestry Con- 
gress in 1882. Dr. Springer was born in Cincinnati. 
H e  received the Ph.D, degree from the University of 
Heidelberg in  Germany a t  the age of eighteen, study- 
ing under Bunsen and KirchhoE. I n  1931 the univer- 
sity conferred upon him, as the oldest surviving grad- 
uate holding the Ph.D., the honoraiy degree of doctor 
of natural science. 

I n  1879 a group of chemists a t  Dr. Springer's home 
organized the first local chemi~cal society, which in 1892 
became the Cincinnati Section of the American Chem- 
ical Society, of which he was chairman in 1892 and 
1906. H e  is a fellow of the American Sssociation for  
the Advancement of Science, of which he was general 
secretary in 1884 and vice-president in  1892, and a 
corresponding member of the British Association for  
the Advancement of Science. F o r  the invention of 
the torsion balance, he received the John Scott Legacy 
premium and medal of the Franklin Institute in 1891. 

The ten symposia planned for the meeting include 
discnssions of the utilization of agricultural wastes, the 
combustion of solid fuels, the chemistry of insulation, 
cellulose plastics, sulfanilamide and related derivatives, 
sterols and lipoids, the application of mathematics to 
chemistry, fundamental chemical thermodynamics of 
hydrocarbons and their derivatives, phase transitions 
and the futare of chemistry as a specialized science in 
the high-school curriculum. Industrial research will 
be emphasized in the discussions. 

Convention headquarters will be a t  the Netherland 
Plaza Hotel, where registration mill begin on Sunday, 
April 7. Sessions of the divisions will be held a t  the 
Netherland Plaza, Gibson and Sinton Hotels. 

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

DR. FREDERICK astronomer and assistant H. SEBRES, 

director of the Mount Wilson Observatory of the Car- 
negie Institution of Washington, was awarded the 
Catherine TT'olfe Bruce Gold Medal "for distinguished 
services to astronomy" at  the annnal meeting of the 
Sstronomical Society of the Pacific, which was held 
on January 27 in San Francisco. 

DR. FRAXKCOXRAD, of Pittsburgh, assistant chief 
engineer of the Svestinghouse Electric and Manufac- 
turing Company, was presented with the 1940 Gold 
Medal of the American Institute of the City of New 
P o r k  for  pioneer work in radio broadcasting at  the 
annual dinner of the institute on the evening of Janu- 

ary 28. The annual fellowship was presented to Wil- 
liam L. Laurence, science news reporter of The New 
I-ork Times. Dr. Conrad was presented for  the medal 
by Dr. David Sarnoff, president of the Radio Corpora- 
tion of America, and JIr .  Laurence was presented for  
the fellowship by Dr. Oscar Riddle, of the Station f o r  
Experimental Evolution at  Colcl Spring Harbor. 
Robert T. Pollock, president of the institute, presided 
ancl presented the medals. The addresses made on 
this occasion by Dr. Sarnoff and Dr. Conrad appear 
in the present issue of SCIEXCE. 

THE ALFRED NOBLE PRIZE,consisting of the sun1 of 
$500 and a certificate, given annually to a young engi- 


