
ance with his training and inclinations, Dr. Tinney in 
his later work developed a keen insight into the applied 
aspects of his studies. Quiet and unassuming, he was 
highly respected by his fellow workers and many 
friends, who recognized in him the qualities of sub-
stantial leadership among the younger group of 
American scientists. 

CORRESPONDENT 

HENRY CLINTON FALL 
MOST people are not aware that the fauna of the 

United States is still very imperfectly known. Among 
the insects, in particular, new species can still be 
found in great numbers, and of most of those rvhich 
have been described, little or nothing is known of 
their life history and habits. There is thus an immense 
task before us, to culminate eventually in a work of 
many volumes, describing the life of this continent 
in all its details. Such a work can never be really 
complete, but it  might be as nearly so as  existing 
treatments of the fauna of the British Islands or 
Central Europe. There is no organized effort to reach 
such ends, but many workers are dealing successfully 
with particular groups of animals, defining families, 
genera and specie., arranging them according to their 
apparent natural affinities. During the past forty- 
five years, the name of Fall has been well known to 
all those concerned with American beetles. Henry 
Clinton Fall was born a t  Farmington, h'. H., in 1862, 
and died a t  Tyngsboro. Mass., on November 14, 1939. 
H e  graduated from Dartmouth College with the de- 
grees B.S. and Sc.D., the latter honorary. When I 
first knew him he was resident in Pasadena, Calif., 
happy in the extraordinary opportunities fo r  the study 
of Coleoptera which he found in the arid southwest. 
H e  had been interested in the subject fo r  fifteen gears 

before he began to publish, but once he began to record 
his observations he soon became a prolific writer, espe- 
cially kno~vn for  his excellent revisions of various 
groups and important faunal papers, such as those 
denling with Southern California, with New Mexico 
and Alaska. H e  described over 1,400 new species of 
beetles, and had one of the finest collections extant. 
A11 this mas done in his so-called leisure time; he 
earned his living by high-school teaching. His  entire 
collection goes to the Museum of Comparative Zoology, 
Harvard University. 

T. D. A. COCKERELL 
UXIVERSITYOF COLORADO 

RECENT DEATHS AND MEMORIALS 

DR. CHARLES ZELEXY, research professor of zoology, 
who had been a member of the faculty of the Univer- 
sity of Illinois since 1909, died on December 21  a t  the 
age of sixty-one years. 

FERDIEANDALGUSTUSSILCOX,chief of the U. S. 
Forestry Service, died on December 20. H e  mas 
fifty-seven gears old. 

DR. HUGHKELSEA MOORE, for thirty years before 
his retirement in 1934 chief chemical engineer of the 
Brown Company, Berlin, N. H., died on December 18  
at  the age of sixty-seven years. 

THE College of Medicine of the State University of 
Iowa has received a gift of $5,000 from Nrs. Edith 
Graham Mayo, of Rochester, Minn., in the name of 
herself and the late Dr. Charles H. Mayo for  the es- 
tablishment of a memorial to their son, the late Dr. 
Joseph Graham Mago. The fund is f o r  the support 
of a lectureship or research scholarship. Dr. Joseph 
Mayo was a graduate of the Iowa College of Medicine 
in 1927, who died in 1936. 

SCIENTIFIC EVENTS 

T H E  STATUS O F  T H E  ENGINEERING 


PROFESSION 

THE Engineers' Council fo r  Professional Develop- 

ment, a joint cooperative body of seven engineering 
organizations, throagh its 1938-1939 Committee on 
Engineering Schools, of ~ ~ h i c h  Dr. Kar l  T. Compton, 
president of Massachusetts Institute of Techaol-
ogy, was chairman, has issued a list for  1939 contain- 
ing 526 accredited undergraduate engineering cnr-
ricnla leading to degrees in  118 colleges and nniversi- 
ties in the Unitecl States. 

Since the inauguration of the accrediting program 
in 1935, the committee through its committees on in-
spection ha.: appraised the various curricula in each 
school separately, considering such factors as quali-
fications of the faculty, standards of instruction, scho- 
lastic work of the students, records of the graduates, 

attitudes of the administration, as  well a s  physical 
facilities, finances, requirements and size of staff and 
student body. According to Dr. Compton's report, 

while the committee has adhered rigidly to the policy that 
it should set no fixed standards for use as yardsticks in 
measuring the quality of engineering instruction, one 
principle however has been insisted upon, namely, that if 
any curriculum omits some portion of a subject in which 
the engineers in that field are expected by the public to hare 
competence, then under such conditions the committee in- 
sists, as a necessary safeguard to the public, that the 
curriculunl be not accredited. . . . IIomecer, i t  aims to 
preserve the independence of action of individual insti- 
tutions and to promote thereby the general advancement 
of engineering education. 

Besides Dr. Compton, other members of the Com- 
mittee 011 Engineering Schools included: R.P. Ham-


