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( 3 )  I t  is also understood that, in the case of an indi- 
ridual subscribing to more t h a n  one section, he may desig- 
nate the appropriate societies to which each section sub- 
scription mill be credited. 

I t  is further understoocl that this plan does not 
supersede existing plans f o r  support, such as dlvect 
subsidy of $2.00 a member by the American Society 
of Zoologiate, but that  it may be supplementary to 
such plans. As a further aid to individual biologists 
the costs of sectional subscriptions have been reduced 
in some cases. 

It is hoped that many societies will take advantage 
of the opportunity to render this greater service to 
their membership. It is requested that a committ~e 
of interested members be appointed by each biologi- 
cal society to handle the matter. Further informatioil 
on this plan, or a sample copy of a section, may be 
secured by addressing the Business 3Ianager, Biolog-
ical Abstrncts ,  University of Pennsylvania, Phila-
delphia. 

T H E  ANNUAL MEETING O F  T H E  COUNCIL 

O F  THE UNION O F  AMERICAN 


BIOLOGICAL SOCIETIES 

THEannual meeting of the Council of the Union of 

Anlerican Biological Societies will be held in  the 
Colonial Room of the Neil House, Columbus, a t  4 :  00 
P.nr. on the afternoon of Tliulsdag, December 28, 
1939. I t  is hoped that all representatives to the coun- 
cil will make a special effort to attend this meeting, 
since matters of more than ordinary interest will 
come up  for  consideration. 

There ~ i ~ i l l  be a brief report by the editor-in-chief 
of Biological Abs trac ts ,  Dr. John E. Flynn. This will 
include a summary of the financial situation, the ef- 
fect of the mar and plans fo r  Volume 14 (1940). 

Dr. Riddle, as chairman of the Union's Committee 
on Biological Science Teaching, reports that the com- 
inittee has continued its efforts to enroll greater num- 
bers of high-school teachers in  the National Associa- 
tion of Biology Teachers, which this conirnittee spon- 
sored and founded last year. I n  various ways 
individual members of the committee, as well as Dr. 
D. V. Miller, coinnlittee representative, have sup-
ported the new journal-The A m e f i c a n  Bio logy  
Teacher. Professor E. TV. Sinnott became a member 
of this connrlittee in  July of this year, other members 
being Drs. E. V. Co~vdrg,F. L. Fitzpatrick, H. B. 
Glass and B. C. Gruenberg. Dnring recent months 
the coinmitiee has given ~ n u c h  care to the preparation 
of a questionnaire dealing with conclitions affecting 
the teaching of biology in our secondary schools. 
This questionnaire mas mailed in late November and 
early Decenlber to nearly 15,000 high-school teachers 
in  48 states. The results of this inquiry will guide 
and determine the committee's fnturc efforts. The 

work of this year, like that of 1938, was financed 
through funds made available by the Carnegie Fonn- 
dation for  the Advancement of Teaching. 

It is also planned to consiclcr an amendment to the 
constitutioil of the union mhich \ d l  make possible a 
second type of membership, namely, "indi~idual 
membership." I t  is hoped that the represeiltati~res 
of the various member societies will be prepared to 
consider this matter carefully. 

GEORGEW. HUSTER,111, 
Secre tary  

AWARD O F  T H E  PENROSE MEDAL O F  T H E  
GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY O F  AMERICA 

PROFESSOR BERRY~AN Prince-W I L L I A ~ ~  SCOTT, of 
ton University, has been named by the Council of The 
Geological Society of America as the Penrose Medal- 
ist fo r  1939. The gold inedal will be presented on 
Decernber 29 a t  the fifty-second annual meeting of 
the society at  llinneapolis. 

The Penrose 3ledal was established in 1921 for  the 
Geological Society by the late Dr. R. A. F.Penrose, 
to be awarded, under the terms of the deed of gift, 
'(in recognition of eminent research in pure geology" 
and "of outstanding original contribution or  achieve- 
ments which mark a decided advance i n  the science 
of geology." 

Professor- Scott is the eleventh geologist to receive 
this medal. Born in Cincinnati, Ohio, in  1555 and 
now retired from active teaching, he mas for  fifty 
years Blair professor of geology and vertebrate pale-
ontology at  Princeton University. I n  the r?-ords of 
the Committee on Penrose Medal Award of the Geo- 
logical Society, 

he is generally regarded ax the leading American student 
of the Tertiary mammal faunas of the western hemisphere, 
~ ~ i f hparticular reference to their historical ddeeloprnent 
and migrations. il. familiarity wit11 these problems led 
him also to a fruitful study of the principles of evolution. 
Ilis nlanp years of exploration of the Tertiary deposits in 
western United States and collaboration with Hatcher and 
others in Patagonia have resulted in more than fifty mono- 
graphs as well as several comprehensive boolrs. His wide 
range of interests is also indicated by his authorship of 
an excellent general text-book of geology. 

The importance and qnalitp of his scientific attainments 
have been recognized by the award of llonorary degrees 
from the Universities of Pennsylvania, Harvaid, Oxford 
and Princeton, by medals from the Geograpliical Society 
of Philadelphia, the Geological Society of London, the 
Sational Academy of Sciences, the Academy of Natural 
Sciences, and by his election to the presidencies of the 
Paleontological Societp, the dmeriean Philosophical So- 
ciety and the Geological Society of America. 

I n  norninatiag Professor Scott as Penrose Medalist 
fo r  1939 the coninlittee on the Penrose Medal Award 
stated that "The award of the Penrose IIedal to Pro- 
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fessor Scott a t  this time is recommended because of 
the distinguished place he has won for  himself in the 
science of paleontology and its related fields of or-
ganic evolution and historical geology." The commit- 
tee inclnded Professors Eliot Blackwelder, Stanford 
University, chairma?%;E. L. Bruce, Queen's Univer-
sity, Kingston, Ontario; John P. Buvalda, California 
Institute of Technology; James Gilluly, University of 
California at  Los Angeles; Adolph Knopf, Yale Uni- 
versity; Donald H. McLaughli11, Harvard University, 
and Dr. TIT. P. Woodring, United States Geological 
Survey. 

Previous recipients of the Penrose Medal are : 1927, 
Professor Thomas Chrorvder Chamberlin, University 

of Chicago; 1928, Dr. Jakob Johannes Sederholm, 
director of the Geological Survey of Finland; 1930, 
Professor Francois Alfred Antoine Lacroix, director 
of the Mineralogical Laboratory of the Museum of 
Katural History of Paris ;  1931, Professor William 
IIorris Davis, Harvard University; 1932, Dr. Ed~vard  
Oscar Ulrich, United States Geological Sunrey; 1933, 
Professor Waldemar Lindgren, the lfassachusetts 
Institute of Technology; 1934, Professor Charles 
Schuchert, Yale University; 1935, Professor Reginald 
Aldworth Daly, Harvard University; 1936, Dr. 
Arthur Philemon Coleman, University of Toronto, 
and 1938, Professor Andrew Cor~per  Lawson, Univer- 
sity of California. 

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

THE Hughes Medal of the Royal Society, London, 

has been aTVarded to Dr. G. P. Thomson, professor of 
physics at the Imperial College of Science, London, 
for  his "important discoveries in  connection with the 
diffraction of electrons by matter." Professor Thom- 
son is the son of Sir  J. J. Thomson. 

THE Sigma Xi  lecture a t  the Columbus meeting of 
the American Association for  the Advancement of 
Science will be given by Dr. Kirtley 3'. Vather, pro- 
fessor of geology at  Harvard University, on Thursday, 
December 28. H e  mill speak on '[The Future of &fan 
as an Inhabitant of the Earth.'' I n  honor of Dr. 
Mather, the society has arranged a dinner preceding 
the lecture. Dr. George A. Baitsell, president of the 
society, will preside. 

INhonor of Robert J. Afoore, development manager 
of the Varnish and Resin Division of the Bakelite 
Corporation, a dinner was given at  a recent meeting 
of the American Institute of Chemists. The speakers 
vere  Dr. Marston T. Bogert, Dr. Robert Calvert, Dr. 
W. T. Read, Dr. F. D. Snell and Dr. Naximilian Toch. 

DR. OLIVER E. BUCKLEP, executive vice-president of 

the Laboratories, Nerr with 
which he has been associated since 1925, has been 
elected president to the Engineering Foundation to 
succeed the late Professor George E .  Beggs. F .  F. 
Colcord, vice-president of the United States Smelting 
Company, has been made vice-chairman of the foun- 
dation; Kenneth H. Condit has become chairman of 
the research procedure committee, and E .  &f. T. Ryder 
a member of that committee. Professor Walter I. 
Slichter, of Columbia University, has been elected a 
member of the executive committee. 

DR. W. H. PIERRE,head of the department of agron- 
omy a t  the Iowa State College, was elected president 
of the Soil Science Society of America a t  the Kew 

Orleans meeting. During the past year he mas secre- 
t a ly  of the society. 

OFFICERS for  1940 of the lfineralogical Society, 
London, have been elected as follows: President, Ar-
thur Russell; Vice-presidents, Professor C. E .  Tilley, 
Dr. W. Campbell Smith; Treasurer, F .  N.Ashcroft; 
General Secretary, Dr. G. F. Claringbull; Foreigr, 
Secretary, Sir  Thomas H .  Holland; Editov of the 
Joz~r?taT,Dr. L. J. Spencer. 

DR. HEPI'RP has retired as dean of the W. HOLIVIES 
Harvard Graduate School of Education. H e  will con- 
tinue his work as professor of education and has be- 
come chairman of the newly established University 
Committee on Educational Relations. Dr. Francis T. 
Spaulding succeeds him as  dean of the school. 

FREDERICK executive secretary theI f .  FEIKER, of 
American Enginwring Council and a director 
of the States Bureau of Foreign and Dolnestic 
Commerce, has been named dean of the School of 
Engineering of the George 'CTashington University. 

D. W. ~IIACCORQUODALE,formerly assistant professor 
of biochemistry a t  the School of Xedicine of St.  Louis 
Unirelsity, has joined the research of the Abbott 

Laboratories, Xorth Chicago, Ill., where he is in  charge 
of hormone research. 

RAYIVIOITDP. SLOAIT, vice-president of the Ifodern 
Hospital Publishing Company, Inc., associate editor of 
Modert& Elospitccl and managing editor of T h e  hTation)s 
~S'clzoob,has been elected a member of the Board of 
Trustees of the Long Island College of Medicine. 

DR. ~ T ~ ~ ~ l ~ h f~ v h oin June  joined the staff F. TALBOT, 
of Arthur D. Little, Inc., chemists and engineers of 
Cambridge, Mass., for  the purpose of carrying out 
studies f o r  the General Printing Ink  Corporation, has 
recently been made research director of this company. 


