
ment of health activities and meclical care fo r  the peo- 
ple of the United States. I t  is as follows: 

1. The establishnieat of an agency of the federal gov- 
ernment under which shall be coordinated and admin-
istered all medical and health fu~lctions of the federal 
government exclusive of those of the Army and Nary. 

2. The allotment of such funds as the Congress niay 
rnalte available to any stale in actual need, for the pre- 
vention of disease, the promotion of health and the care 
of the sick on proof of sue11 aeecl. 

3. Thc priilciple that the care of the public health and 
the provision of medical service to the sick is primarily a 
local respo~lsibilily. 

4. The development of a meclinnisni for meeting the 
needs of expansion of preventive medical serviccs 11-it11 
local determination of needs and local control of ad-
ministration. 

5. The extension of liiedical care for the indigent and 
the inedically ilidigeilt with local determination of needs 
and local control of administration. 

6. In  the extension of lnedical services to all the people, 
tlie utmost utilization of qualified medical and hospital 
facilities already established. 

7. The continued development of the private practice 
of medicine, subject to such changes as niay be necessary 
to maintain the quality of medical services and to increase 
their availal~ility. 

8. Expansion of puhlic health and medical services co11- 
sistent rvith the American system of democracy. 

INTER-AMERICAN S O C I E T Y  OF 

MICROBIOLOGP 


AT the close of the third International Co~igress 
of Microbiology held in Selv Tork on Septeniber 9 
and 10, steps were taken toll-arc1 the establishi~lent of 
a n  Inter-American Socirtj of lficrohiologg. 

The prelilninarg cliscnssion clearly sliorved that 
inter-American cooperation in the field of microbiol- 
ogy presents opportnnity for  the solution of two 
major p~oblenla, both concerned with the acl~ancement 
of the science of microbiolog and making such ac-
cumulating knon ledge niore readily availablc to all 
scientific nlen in  the Xrestern Hemisphere. 

The first of these problems consists in devising 
means for  effecting a better e s c h a ~ ~ g e  the results of 
of important studies in microbiology now being cay- 
ried out in Latill hiilerica and in North America to 
the mutual actvantage of all. 

The seeond problem, ciirected toward essentially tlie 
same end, and of equal if not greater import;ince, 
comprehends the use of all preaent resources and 
the establishment of new ones to eWect a inore inti- 
mate affiliation bet~yeen the v~orkers of all countries in 
the study of those cliseases ~vhicll are coinnlon to all. 
This co~ltrmplates not only an exchange of the results 
of ~i7or.k done, but of TI-orkers as  well, thus fostering 
through intimate associatioil a better nnderstaliding 
of microbiological questions in  tlie broader sense sup- 

plmnlented by a kno~vleclge of the peculiar conditions 
which different geographic areas nlay bring to bear 
on such questions. 

The basis foi- the first of these problems is the un-
fortunate fact that investigators in  Canacla nncl in the 
United States gain hut fragmentary kno~~1eclg.e of tlie 
increasingly nutnerous important original contribu-
tions ernanating from Latin Ariierlea. This is due 
largely to the fact that conlparativelg fcw scientific 
Inen in Sor th  America are fainiliar ~ ~ i i h  the Spanish 
ancl Portuguese languages. 

I t  is the purpose of the Inter-American Soclety to 
approach a solution of tlii: problem; first, through 
assunling editorial responsibility fo r  one or more 
journals devoted to microbiology and allied d j e c t s ,  
and second, through organizing ppriocl~c inter-Amer- 
ican congresses of microbiology. 

The initial step in  the problem involves tlie eitab- 
lishnlent of an I ~ z t e ~ - d i ~ z e i i c t r ~ z  of JIicr.obiu1-J o u ~ ~ z n l  
oyy, this to serve as the official organ of the society. 
It is proposed to make its pages availablc to con-
tr~bntors  fro111 both Latin America and North Bmer- 
ica, the necessary editorial including~ ~ o r k ,  transla-
tions into English of the Spanish and Portuguese 
papers being dolie in the United States. 

The Inter-American Society proposes to hold, 
within the next three years, the first Inter-American 
Congress on 3Iicrobiology a t  Rio de Janerro in order 
to  carry out that par t  of its program which can not 
be undel.taken irnniediately. Dr. J. C. S.Penido, of 
Rio cle Janeiro, was chosen to organize a conirnittee 
to prepare for  the congress. The presiding officer a t  
this congress mrll be Dr. A. Fontes. 

Dr. A. Sordelli, director of the Bacteriological In- 
stitute i o r  the Department of Hygiene of Buenos 
Aires, was elected first president of the society. Dr. 
F. Duran-Reynals, of Yale University, mas chosen 
executive secretary, charged with the duty of organiz- 
ing xi~ithin each of the Alnerican Republics a local 
colllillittee to foster the interests of the society. 

A C T I V I T I E S  OF T H E  U.  S. G E O L O G I C A L  

S U R V E Y  


DR. IT. C. ~IENDEKH~LL,clirector of the U. S.Geo-
logical Survey, has sent to SCIEXCEthe following par- 
ticnlars in regarcl to the work of the surrey. 

The follol~ing rnenibers of the Geologic Grailch have 
recently ieturned to TTashlngton after completing their 
srason'3 field ~ 1 0 1 1 ~on the projects indicated: G. F. 
Loughlin, chief geologist, made an inspection trip of geo- 
logrc field parties in the West. He spent two weeks ex 
anlining the undebglound ork kings of gold mines in the 
Little Boclry 2ilountains, Montana, and coliferred with field 
pal ties in the Finn Juan and Clipple Cleck ~Iistri~ts,  Colo-
rado, and in Death Valley, and also with officials in Denver 
and Salt Lake City; G. R. Mansfield atteilded the lueetlngs 
of the Industrial hlinelals Dlrislon of the American In- 


