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pineapple. At the end of 24 hours both parasites
were completely digested, while eontrols incubated in
heat-inactivated pineapple juice and in saline solution
were very lively and active.

The results obtained indicate that the juice possesses
enzymatic activity similar in nature to that of some
Ficus latexes, and therefore there is some scientific
basis for its use as an anthelmintic.
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The much wider availability and cheapness of fresh
pineapple juice suggest it as a more practical source of
non-toxie, ficin-like anthelmintie,
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QUOTATIONS

THE VOICE OF SCIENCE

ONCE more the burden of war is laid upon us. Once
more, as in 1914, the cynical disregard of Germany
for the rights of small nations has constrained the
British people to take up arms in the cause of justice
and fair dealing in international relations. The chal-
lenge of the German Reich has been accepted reluc-
tantly, and with no illusions as to the nature of the
glories of modern warfare, only after every effort to
secure a peaceful but equitable settlement of the dif-
ferences between Germany and Poland has failed. Tt
has been accepted with full realization of the gravity
of every implieation of the decision. But in turning
to war as the last resort, the British people has acted
with a unanimity such as never before in its history,
and with a grim determination that no effort shall be
spared in the endeavor to ensure that the cause which
it holds just shall prevail.

From 1914-18, the Allies opposed dynastic ambi-
tions in the interests of the freedom of peoples.
longer were the people to be the pawns of the political
intrigues of their rulers. - The world, it was said, was
to be made safe for democracy—words that now have
a mocking ring. In 1939, the canker has sunk deeper.
It is not merely political liberty that is at stake, though
that too is jeopardized. It is the spirit of man.

In no previous war has science played so great a
part as that which will be demanded of it in the
struggle that is at hand. For a time, while the issue
hangs in the balance, it is the duty of the man of sei-
ence to lay aside his just misgivings whether the
greatest force of the human intellect should thus be
harnessed to the forces of destruction. For the mo-
ment, the interests of pure science as an intellec-
tual pursuit and diseipline must remain in abeyance.
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The energies, the abilities and the knowledge of each
and every individual with scientific training must be
directed without remission to the service of the Allied
cause. Nevertheless, the end to be attained, and the
end which science should hold ceaselessly before the
eyes of the Allied peoples, is not destruction, but a
constructive ideal—to ensure in the future such con-
ditions as will make possible the advancement of all
the peoples of the world without discrimination, aec-
cording to the status and the traditions of each, in
the light shed by reason and scientific knowledge. To
keep alive the aims of science in furthering the pur-
suit of truth in the universe and the relation of that
truth to the developments of man’s nature, without
regard to tribal and racial distinetions, should be, in-
deed, must be, the ultimate function of the scientific
thinker, whatever may be his more immediate pre-
oceupations.

As to the form in which that ideal will find embodi-
ment, at the moment, in the turmoil of initial opera-
tions, it is too soon to attempt a forecast; but that
it is no idealist’s dream is certain. The failure of the
League of Nations as a political organization has cast
diseredit in the popular mind on such forms of inter-
national cooperation. Possibly the League of Nations
came before its time, and this has obscured in the
popular verdiet the enormous value of its scientific
work in the study of social and economic problems,
and the progress which has followed, where the prac-
tical application of the solutions suggested has not
conflicted with the trends of nationalist development.
To extend the fields in which such cooperation between
peoples may be applied is the task of the future, when
the time comes, as it surely will, for reconstruction.—
Nature.
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ELECTROMAGNETICS

Electromagnetics; a Discussion of Fundamentals. By
Avrrep O’RAHILLY. xii-+ 884 pp. Longmans Green
and Co., 1938. 42/- net.

AXY one who has attempted to write a logical presen-

tation of electromagnetics is quite aware of the diffi-
culties and so should welcome this essay in eonstruc-
tive criticism published by the Cork University Press.

A good amplified presentation is given of the usual
mathematical analysis and the existence of different
views is shown by numerous quotations from the writ-




