
drying oils and drying oil seeds, 21 per cent.; medicinal 
materials and crude drugs, 10 per cent.; and gums, 
resins, balsams and waxes, 8 per cent. 

Imports of fertilizer materials, not including tank- 
age, showed little change in the first half of the cur- 
rent year, compared with the same period of 1938, re- 
maining at  about 800,000 tons valued at  about $19,000,- 
000, but imports of tankage increased sharply to 33,072 
tons valued a t  $1,224,000 from 13,648 tons valued a t  
$432,000 in the first half of last year. 

Some changes occurred in the drying oil and drying 
oil seed group, due to disturbances in China, which 
reduced that country's exports of tung oil, but the 
aggregate for  the whole classification advanced ap-
proximately 13  per cent., due to heavier imports of 
perilla and oiticica oils and flaxseed. I n  this group 
imports of tung oil decreased from 50,400,000 pounds 
in the first half of 1938 to 39,500,000 pounds in the 
current year period; but receipts of flaxseed increased 
from 7,383,000 to 10,763.000 bushels; perilla oil, from 
15,571,000 to 23,000,000 pounds, and oiticica oil, from 
1,360,000 to 9,019,000. 

Among the medicinal and related product materials, 
receipts of cod-liver oil increased from 2,381,500 to 
2,896,500 gallons; crude drugs, including cinchona 
bark, from $3,906,000 to $4,744,000 in value; and me- 
dicinal materials, including cinchona products, from 
$2,323,000 to $2,593,000, according to preliminary 
statistics. 

Imports of coal-tar products increased sharply in the 
first half of the year to $10,742.000 in value from 
$7,330,600 in the same months of 1938, due to the 
heavy receipts of dyes, colors and stains from Ger- 
many. 

Other items on the chemical and related product im- 
port list recording gains in the first half of the current 
year, compared with the 1938 period, included bees- 
wax, receipts of which increased in value from $298,- 
000 to $447,500; gums, resins and balsams, from $4,- 
825,000 to $5,828,000; carnauba n7ax, from $2,494,000 
to $2,844,000; vegetable wax, from $152,000 to $347,- 
000 ; essential oils, from $2,285,000 to $2,755,500; vege- 
table dyeing and tanning materials, from $2,466,000 to 
$3,573,000; industrial chemicals, from $7,822,000 to 
$9,899,000; and soap and toiletry raw materials, from 
$1,132,800 to $1,310,000. 

Other items recording decrease included glue stock, 
imports of which declined in value from $1,539,500 to 
$919,680; agar-agar, from $201,000 to $158,000; and 
industrial explosives, from $475,500 to $270,000. 

BIOLOGICAL ABSTRACTS 
Biological Abstracts is undertaking a more com-

plete abstracting and segregation of the current re-
search literature in bioclimatology and biometeorology. 
The section Bioclimatolog~r-Biometeorology will ap-

pear within the section Ecology, and will be under the 
editorship of Robert G. Stone, of the Blue Hill Ob- 
servatory of Harvard University. 

Attention is called to the increasing interest in cli- 
matic and meteorological factors in their relation to 
biology, medicine and agriculture. I t  is pointed out 
that ecologists have long appreciated the importance 
of temperature, humidity, radiation, barometric pres- 
sure, wind movement and meteorological factors gen- 
erally as important factors in controlling the distribu- 
tion and abundance of animals and plants, and that 
foresters, horticulturists and entomologists have like- 
wise been concerned with the interrelationships of 
clinlatic and meteorological factors to the organisms 
with which they work. The developments of air con- 
ditioning and aviation have brought other research 
groups into the field, including individuals and groups 
the results of whose ~ o r k  frequently appears in peri- 
odicals not commonly consulted by biologists. The 
announcement reads : 

In  all civilized nations diverse research groups have 
sprung into being which, though they often devote much 
attention to the same fundamental natural forces, still 
work in practical isolation from each other, with a differ- 
ent background of training and associations, belonging 
to different societies meeting at different times and places, 
publishing in different journals, reading different litera- 
ture, investigating different types of things. These 
groups, however, are beginning to apply common ideas and 
common methods to the study of situations that are 
basically similar. For example, techniques and concepts 
derived from a study of the influence of veather factors 
on the spread of influenza or the common cold are likely 
to have a very high transfer value as applied to the study 
of the spread or survival of plant disease or economic 
insects. Conversely, it  should be possible for research 
workers in the field of public health to make use of many 
findings of the entomologists, foresters, ecologists, plant 
pathologists and other biological groups. 

The abstracting journals of broad scope, like Biological 
Absfracts, are admirably suited to the sort of synthesis of 
fundamental knowledge that this situation demands. I n  
inaugurating this service Biological Abstracts will be ful- 
filling one of the functions for which it was originally in- 
tended: that of providing an effecti~~etool for research 
workers by coordinating the literature of border-line fields. 

Under the sectional publication plan this material 
will be found, a t  present, not only in Section -4, Gen-
eral Biology, but also under section B, Experimental 
Animal Biology; Section D, Plant Sciences, and Sec- 
tion E, Animal Sciences. 

THE SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMS OF T H E  
CHICAGO MEDICAL SOCIETY 

THE Chicago Medical Society is planning a series 
of all-day programs for  the consideration of various 
diseases to be held on the third Wednesday of each 


