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SCIENCE 

SCIENTIFIC EVENTS 
VISITATION DAY AT T H E  GREENWICH 

OBSERVATORY 
THE Board of TTisitors of the Greenwich Observa-

tory nlet on June 3 to receive the rePolt of Dr. 
Spencer Jones, Lkstronomer Royal, On the work Of the 
o b s e r r a t ~ ~ ~the year ending April 30.f o ~  

Attention is called by the London Times  to the cir- 
cumstance that in  the printed list of visitors the 

some of its fundamental problen~s, have been an-
nouilced by Dr. Gilbert Grosvenor, presiclent of the 
xatiollal Geographic Society, 

Arrangements fo r  the expedition, which \trill be rnade 
a Coast Guard Cutter, have beell reached in con-

sultation with President Roosevelt, Secretary Hull 
an<l undeP-Secretarp JTelleP. Secretary Morgenthau 
and near*dmiral ~ ~R. waesche,~ ~comlnallclant~ l l 

names of professors and others nho  occupy the ~ o s i -  of the coast ~ ~\?,ho are ~ d ,~ interested in 
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tion er-o.@cio remain as heretofore, but to the name3 
of those nominated by the Royal society and the Roya1 
Astronorilical Society, six in each case, a date is a f -  
fixed to show that each is nominatecl for  a period and 
indicating when that period expires. In  this year's 
list Sir  Janles Jeans and J. H. Reynolds give place to 
Dr. C. G. Dai*win and Dr. R. Stoneley. The name of 
the late Sir  Frank Dyson xvas p r i n t ~ d  in the list, and 

that exception all the nlelnbers were present. 
The invited company numbered nearly four hundred. 

The Astronomer Royal, according to the report, is 
much concerned about the present suitability of Green- 
wich for  certain branches of work, and for  that of 
Abinger in Surrey, to which the magnetic registration 
of the elements of the earth's magnetic field -as trans-
ferred in 192-1. The electrification of further sections 
of the Southern Railway has made the removal of the 
magnetic observations a necessity. Experiments have 
been made at  Selsey nhich s h o ~  that the site should 
be not less than eight rniles from any electrified rail- 
way, TT-hich, if the magnetic obserratory is to remain 
in the south of Englancl, limits the choice to Devon. 
-4s to the astronomy, the building clevelopnlents south- 
ward of the observatory from which direction the pre- 
wiling winds come ancl the gro~i-th of industries near 
the river, together 11-ith modern developnlents of street 
lighting and the extensive use of neon signs, all hasre 
their effect On long-es~osnre photography 
in other Tyays. A table is given of the cornparis011 of 
sunshine records a t  Kew and Greenwich which is 
striking. T~venty-fire years ago the average yearly 
total a t  Green~vich mas 60 hours in excess of IKe~v's; 
this has gradually diminished, and now the Greenwich 
total is less by 160 hours, this being ascribed to loss 
Of register at Greenwich when the is lolv caused 
by atmospheric impurities. 

Dr. Jones closeb his report rvith the renlaik: "Pro- 
posals for the removal of the whole of the astronomi- 
cal work froln Greenwich and of the magnetic work 
froxn Abinger to new and more favorable sites are 
accordingly under consideration." 

SURVEY O F  T H E  CENTRAL AND SOUTH 
PACIFIC OCEAN 

PLANSfor an extensive scientific survey of the Cen- 
tral and South Pacific Ocean, v7ith a view to solsring 

the contributiolls to llaviga~ioll, both by water allcl air, 
that TT7ill be lllade by the magnetic stuclies are a 
part of the work of expeclition. concurrently \{,ith 
the carrSillg on of scientific lyork, the coast ~~~~d 
\,.ill make a of the present allclfuture needs for 
navigatiollal aids and radio facilities to 
a,d air 

Professor llTilbur 9 .  ~ ~ l of ~the ~,,hairmall de-
partlllent of of the ~lliversitJr of Virginia, \l,ill 
be the leader of the expedition. The party Rill include 
geophysicists, a geographer, a alld a 
photograpller, provided bv ~ hi^~ ~ 
Society; specialists on gravity froln the U.S. coast 
and ~ ~ survey;~ on d ~ ~ ifrolll the ~ ~ 
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nlent of ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ i ~ lMagnetism of the Carnegie Insti- 
tution of llTashington, and in nlarille biology from the 
smithsonian Institution. 

The National Broadcasting Company will sencl radio 
engineers to investigate ladio and 
arrallge a number of broadcasts by nlenlbers of 
scientific party frola remote islancls. 

The cutter transport the expedition will 
be one of the newe~t  and largest steel ships of the 
Coast Guard >vith a length of 327 feet alld a displace-
ment of 2,000 tons. It IS fitted ~v i th  the latest type of 

depth-finders with oceall depths are 
cluicuS bgr measuring the split-secolld tirne 
during a souncl travels to the ocean bottom 

is echoed back. It carries a t.iTo-seater scout obsellva- 
tion seaplane ,vhich be used in lnaking aerial 
photographs and of Islands. 

An aspect of the be the attenlpt 
to solve by geopl,ysical lllethods some of the 
lllental geological problellis of the Pacific, 
on the various islallds for gravity and nlaglletic cieter-
minations will be set up. At the same time the geology 
and ,tructure of the islands mill be studied, Although 
a nuIllber of nlagnetic deternlinations made in 
the area a decade and more ago, no gravity work has 
been there, an(, there has been no oppor-
tunity to relate magnetic, gravity and geologic obser- 
vations. 

The expedition will sail from San Francisco and 
~vi l l  make one of its early stops a t  Canton Island, 
potential way-station for an air se~vice between the 


