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erence or other notation concerning the source of the
material and deseriptive information. The subject
headings of the index are patterned after the biblio-
graphie indices of those using the material. Colored
cards are used for indexing colored slides, white cards
for those in black and white.

Any one wishing a certain slide or one on a. specifie
subject turns to that subject in the card index and
chooses, on the basis of the picture and attached in-
formation, the slide he wants. He may then quickly
draw the slide of that number from the slide file.

The slide file is a numerical arrangement of the
slides in each major subject. The file of this depart-
ment is divided into twelve such major fields. As in
the card index the subjects are indicated by letters,
the slides by numbers. To find slide G-253 one opens
the “geneties” drawer and removes the slide bearing
that number on the “thumb mark” placed on the
upper right-hand corner of the slide as it goes into
the projector.

The slides are filed on edge with the numbers toward
the front of the drawer, in wooden troughs 2 inches
wide by 13 inches deep inside. A white card which
projects slightly above the slides is placed at intervals
of 25 slides and bears the number of the series at
that point. The troughs are made in units of two,
which fit into a 3 x5 inch card compartment. Four
rows of more than 100 slides each can thus be filed
in each of the lower drawers of the cabinet h_olding
the subject index. The bottoms of the troughs are
raised above the bottom of the drawer sufficiently to
raise the slides to the top of the 3 x5 inch compart-
ment. To facilitate removal and handling of slides
the inside depth of the trough is one-half inch less than
the height of a slide.

The negative file is a comparatively inactive file,
since it is likely to be used only for duplication of
slides or for making prints of the slide subject. Vari-
ous methods of filing may be utilized.! A convenient
one has been to cut the film into strips of three nega-
tives each and place them in 3 x 4% inch kraft paper
coin envelopes (“bags”) which are numbered serially.
These envelopes are durable and can be filed in a
drawer of the cabinet containing the subject index and
slides. (Use of the short length of film has not ap-
peared inconvenient in the enlarger or contact printer
used, and when a certain negative is required, unneces-
sary handling of other negatives is avoided.)

The eclerical labor and the printing of photographs
necessary for the subject index is well repaid in a large
collection by the later saving in time required for
finding desired slides and by the fact that several
individuals can use the same collection effectively and
without confusion. Moreover, the experience in this
department shows that slides thus catalogued are
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more extensively used because of the ease with which
the desired material can be found.

‘W. F. LAMOREUX
DEPARTMENT OF PoULTRY HUSBANDRY,
CoRNELL UNIVERSITY

LANTERN SLIDES FROM TYPEWRITTEN
MATERIAL

THE recent note of Carpenter,® under the present
title, on typing or drawing through white carbon paper
onto black paper, to eliminate one step in the photo-
graphic process of making white-background slides is
useful for certain work, but we have found that another
step—that of retyping text material and retracing
diagrams through white carbon paper—can be avoided
by photographing the material from which slides are
to be made onto a contrast grade direct positive film
of the type supplied by the Eastman Kodak Company
in their “high contrast direet positive film.” The re-
sult of using this is a positive film (without having
to prepare a negative) which can be bound between
two standard size slide glasses with a slide mask as
usual, effecting a saving in time of preparation.

CHARLES (. MILLER
BERKELEY, CALIF.
1 SCIENCE, 89: 372, 1939.
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