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suit of truth for truth’s sake” to consider the impact
of his work upon society. Dr. Einstein emphasizes
this when he warns: “It is not enough that you should
understand about applied science in order that your
work may inerease man’s blessings. Concern for the
man himself and his fate must always form the chief
interest of all technical endeavors. Never forget this
in the midst of your diagrams and equations.”
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Thus it becomes the duty and privilege of the scien-
tist of the future, because of his vantage point in view-
ing and understanding the significance of his own
research, to take the initiative in pointing the way to a
better social control and distribution of the “gifts of
science.” The challenge to follow up his work socially
is a challenge which no progressive scientist can afford
to ignore.

SCIENTIFIC EVENTS

THE DARWIN LIBRARY AT DOWN HOUSE

A PrROPOSAL has been adopted by the Down House
Committee of the British Association and endorsed
by the council, to the effect that efforts should be made
to accumulate a collection of books and papers relat-
ing to Darwin and his times, more representative than
that which is at present housed in his former home.
The major part of the existing collection consists of
Darwin’s own library, which belongs to the professor
of botany in Cambridge for the time being, and was
generously replaced in Down House by Sir Albert
Seward during his tenure of that chair, an action con-
firmed by his successor, Professor F. T. Brooks. For
the rest, the number of Darwinian books in the posses-
sion of the association is not large; whereas inquiries
concerning such books are not infrequently made by
visitors and others. It is felt that a collection such as
it is now hoped to acquire will prove to be of real value
to students and inquirers, as well as of interest to
many who visit the house.

The committee’s aim is to collect—(a) all biog-
raphies of Darwin; (b) contemporary works on Dar-
winian theories and kindred subjeets; further, (¢) the
collection of Darwin’s own publications (books and
papers) is not complete, and (d) the committee would
gladly receive and preserve contemporary reviews of
Darwin’s works.

It is believed that members of the association and
others may be able and willing to add to the colleetion
by gift. For any such help the committee and the
couneil will be most grateful. Those who may be in a
position to offer appropriate books or papers are
asked, in the first instance, to communieate particulars
thereof to The Secretary, British Association, Down
House, Downe, Kent, in order that duplication may be
avoided.

STANDARDS OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY
FOR TESTING MATERIALS

MopIFICATIONS are to be made by the American
Society for Testing Materials in methods of publish-
ing standard specifications and tests. These changes
are to become effective next November.

All the 870 standards of the American Society for
Testing Materials are in use in many branches of

industry and commerce. Hach is available, and will
continue to be in separate pamphlet form, and the
standards have been issued in triennially published
books of standards with an annual volume giving the
so-called tentative standards and tests.

The new method of publication will be to issue the
standards and tentative standards collectively in one
triennial publication, divided into three parts: Part I,
Metals; Part IT, Non-Metallic Materials—Construe-
tional ; and Part I1I, Non-Metallic Materials—General.
Publication of new and revised tentative standards in
the annual Proceedings, Part I, will be disecontinued;
the Proceedings, including both committee reports and
papers (about 1,300 pages double-column format), will
be bound in'one volume. The publication of the an-
nual “Book of Tentative Standards” will be discon-
tinued entirely. (The November, 1938, edition is thus
the last one to be issued.)

In the two years between the triennial publication
of the new book, supplements to each of the three parts
will be issued, containing revision and new or revised
standards and tentative standards for that year. Since
these books will be appreciably larger than the present
supplements and will have permanent reference value,
they will be bound in cloth. The volume on “Methods
of Chemical Analysis of Metals” published in 1936 will
be continued as a separate publication.

It is provided that the three parts of the triennial
publication in 1939 shall be made up as follows:

Part I, Metals—Ferrous and non-ferrous metals (all
A and B and some E serial designations) except methods
of chemical analysis. General testing methods (E serial
designations).

Part II, Non-metallic Materials—Constructional.—Ce-
mentitious materials, concrete and aggregates, masonry
building units, ceramics, pipe and tile, thermal insulating
materials (all C serial designations). Timber and timber
preservatives, paints, varnishes and lacquers, road mate-
rials, waterproofing and roofing materials, soils (eertain
D serial designations). General testing methods, ther-
mometers (E serial designations). -

Part I11, Non-metallic Materials—General.—Fuels, pe-
troleum products, electrical insulating materials, rubber,
textiles, soaps and detergents, paper, plastics, water (re-
mainder of D serial designations). General testing meth-
ods, thermometers (E serial designations).



