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of the American Institute of Electrical Engineers "for 
outstanding and incp~ring leadership in  engineering 
education and in the fields of generation and distribn- 
tion of electric power." The presentation mill be made 
on the evening of January 25, during the annual winter 
convention of the institute, which mill be held in the 
Engineering Societies Building, S e w  York. 

Dr. Jackyon's early engineering experience was 
gained as  vice-president and engineer from 1857 to 
1889, for  the TfTestern Engineering Company a t  Lin- 
coln, Nebr. EIe was assistant chief engineey with the 
Sprague Electric Railway and &lotor Company, New 
York City, from 1889 to 1891, and later mas chief 
engineer for  the central district of the Edison General 
Electric Company. I n  1891, he formed a consulting 
engineering firm with his brother, TIT. B. Jacli-son, and 
also became profes-or of electrical engineering at  the 
Cniversity of Wisconsin. I n  1907 he wvas appointed 
professor and head of the departli~ent of electrical 
engineering a t  the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology, beconling professor emeritas in 1935. H e  con- 
tinued 3s senior partner of the consulting engineering 
firm of Jackson and Jforeland, organized in 1919, until 
1930. 

Dr. Jacli-son joined the American Institute of Elec- 
trlcal Engineers in 1897. He has been member and 
chairman of many institute committees, and was vice- 
president, 1897-99, and p~esident,  1910-11. H e  has 
been president of the Boston Society of Civil Engi- 
neers ancl of the Society fo r  the Pro~notion of Engi- 
nrering Education and is prewlent of the American 
Inytitute of Consulting Engineers. H e  is presiclcnt of 
the American Academy of Arts ancl Sciences, ancl was 
a member of the National Research Council from 1928 
to 1936. H e  has published five boolis 011 electrical 
engineering and approximately 150 articles related to 
engineering projects and engineering education. Dr. 
Jackson ~ervecl In France aq lieutenant-colonel of eagi- 
neers during the latter part of the World TTar, and is 
Chevalier of the French Legion of Honor. 

The Edison Medal, founded by associate, and friends 
of Thomas A. Eldison to perpetuate his memory, is 
awarded annually for  "meritorious achievement in 
electrical science, electrial engineering or the electrical 
arts" by a committee of twenty-four of the leading 
members of the American I n h t u t e  of Elect~ical Engi- 
neers. Previous recipients have been Elihn Thomson, 
Frank  J. Sprague, George 11-estinghouie, lT.Tilliarn 
Staalej-, Charlea F. Brush, Alexander Graham Bell, 
NiBola Tesla, John J .  Carty, Benjamin G. Lamme, 
TFT. L. R. Emmet, Xichael I. Pupin, Cumings C. Ches- 
ney, Rohert A. JIillikan, John T'I'. Lieb, John TT7hite 
Howell, Harris J. Ryan. William D. Coolidge, Frank 
B. Jelvett, Charles F. Scott, Frank Conrad, Eclwin 
IT, Rice, Jr., Bancroft Gherarcli, A. E. Xennelly, 

Willis R. TT'hitney, Lewvis B. Still~vell, Alex D o ~ v  and 
Gano Dunn. 

ADDRESS O F  T H E  PRESIDENT O F  T H E  

ROYAL SOCIETY INT'RODUCING 


T H E  PILGRIM TRUST 

LECTURER 


AT a meeting of the Royal Society on Decenlber 8 
held a t  the Royal Institution, the president of the 
Royal Society, Sir  William Bragg, delirered the fol- 
lo~viug speech preparatory to the Pilgriln Trust Lec- 
ture by Dr. Irving Langmuir. H e  spoke as  follows : 

The principal business of this afternoon has a signifi-
cance ~vhich is a t  once important, interesting and welcome. 
Ifre are to hear an  address from one of the greatest scien- 
tists of the Cnited States, honored throughout the ~ ~ o r l d .  
In introducing him to yo11 I must tell you in a f e ~ v  words 
~ v h y  he has come, and what his coming means to  us. 

Rather more than a year ago, Professor L. J. Hender-
son, of Harvard Unirersitp, foreign secretary to the Na- 
tional Academy of Sciences of Tasliington, was a visitor 
to this country and had many nleetings witll fel lo~rs of oar 
(Royal) soclety. At one of these meetings the suggestion 
Tvas nladc that  there would be raluable results if direct 
cooperation could be established betreen the Sational 
Academy and our society. It was thought that a first step 
in this direction ~rould  be made if lectnrers could be inter- 
changed bet\veen the two bodies and the countries which 
they represented. The P i lg r i~n  Trust was approached, 
and a most generous response was made. The trust prom- 
ised to gil-e £250 guineas a year for siu years in order 
that a good trial might be made of a suitable echeme. 
Flnnlly, it was proposed that in alternate years an  Smer- 
ican scientist should be invited to England by our society, 
and a British seit,ntist invited to Amelica by the academy. 
The t x o  societies gladly endorsed the proposal in October 
of last year. The presence of Dr. Irving Langmuir, in- 
l i ted by our society, is the first realization of the scheme. 

I should explain for the benefit of some who may not be 
familiar with tlie scientific institutions of Ainerica that  
the National Academy occupies a-foremost place in the 
States. I t  corresponds in many ways with our society. 
Our society is proud to be associated with an  institution 
of such high standing; our relations with i t  hare always 
been most friendly, and we are glad indeed tliat they 
are to be strengthened still further by this new bond 
betveen us. 

Dr. IPTing L a n g m u i ~  v a s  chosen without any hesitation 
as the man wlionl we rvoiild inost like to see i a  Britain 
as our first Pilgriin Trust lecturer. He has already done 
fanlous things both in pure science and i ts  applications. 
KO doubt there are many who know n h a t  he has done fo r  
tlie great iilun~ination problenls. The modern electric 
lamp, with its filling of gas, is largely his creation, and 
tlie electron discharge has been developed by him so as  
to become one of the useful tools of industry. His work 
on the nature, proprrties and handling of molecular films 
spread on tlie surfaces of liquids is admired and copied 
in every lahoratorv of distinction. He has new vork on 



this subject to describe to us this afternoon, work which 
~nakesa notable addition to tlie subjeet of biochemistry. 
We are very happy that Arnerica should spare to us for 
this visit a man who has done so much for the reputation 
of American science, 'and ve  are very ready to learn what 
he has to teach us. 

Our society has sought to pay its respect to Langmuir's 
work by the am-nrd of the Hughes Medal in 1918. and by 
electing him as a foreign member of our body. He re- 

ceived the Nobel Prize for chemistry in 1932. The Amer- 
ican Academy of Arts and Sciences gave him the Rum- 
ford Medal in 1920. 

I t  is an interesting fact that this Rumford lledal is 
tlie parallel of our own Rumford lledal, in that the tvo 
mere founded by the same great scientist. I may dram 
your attention to a further interesting fact, that Rumford 
the American mas the originator of the Royal Institu- 
tion mhere me meet to-day. 

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

THE dllierican Association for  the Adrancement of 

Science and a large number of affiliated ancl associated 
societies are holding meetings in Richmond during tlle 
present week, under the presicleilcy of Dy. S ,  A. 
I1Iitchel1, professor of economics in Colunibia Uni-
versity. A preliminary program, edited by Dr. F. 
R. 3Ioulton, permanent secretary, ~ v a s  printed in the 
issue of SCIENCE for  December 2. Full accounts of 
the meeting ancl a number of the more important ad- 
clres:es ~vill appear snbsequently. The aclclresj of the 
retiring president, Dr. George D. EirkhofY, will be 
found in the present issue. 

THE election of the following sectional presiderits 
of tile British Lk-sociatioi~ has been annouilcecl: 
JZati~enzaticnl and Pilysical Sciences, R. S. TT'hipple; 
Chenzistry, Piofe-sor E. I<. Ricleal; Geology, Pro-
fessor H.  H. Reacl; Zoology, Professor J .  Ritchie; 
Geograplly, A. Stevens; Ecorlonzics, Professor 11. 0. 
IIereclith; Engineering, H .  E. TT-i-imperis; Antilro-
pology, Professor ST. E. Le Gros Clark; Pihysioyogy, 
Profesior D. Burns; Psychology. R. J. E a ~ t l e t t ;  
Botaxy ,  Professor D. Thoday; Eclircnfio~z.Dr. A. P .  
11.Fleming; Agl icul t z~re ,Sir Thomas Aflddleton. The 
annual meeting in 1939 ~r.ill be held a t  Dnndee from 
August 30 to Septeml~er 6, under the pre~iclency of 
Sir  Albert Se~vard. 

PROFESSOR professor of physiogra- D. TIT. J o ~ s s o ~ ,  
p11y a t  Columbia Gniversity; Professor 13. Ton Ecker- 
mann, assistant professor of mineralogy and c rg ta l -  
lography in the University of Stocliholtn, ancl Pro- 
fessor d. A. ~ p i k ,  professor of geology in the Uni- 
versity of Esthonia, have been elected foreign corre-
spondents of the Geological Societr of London. Pro-
fessor Emile Argand, professor of geology, mineral- 
ogy, pe t rograph~ and p a l e o n t o l o ~  in the University 
of NeuchBtel, and Dr. E. A. Stensio, directo~. of the 
department of paleozoology in tlie Naturhistoriska 
Riksmuseum, Stockliholm, have been elected foreign 
fellows. 

DR. H. B. TALKER,of the College of Agriculture of 
the Univeisiq of California, was m~rarded the Jolln 
Deerc I\Iedal for  1939 of the American Society of 
Agricultural Engineers in recognition of his "distin-

guished achievement i11 tile application of science anci 
ar t  to the soil" at  the Chicago meeting. The medal 
was give11 to the society for  annual av-ard by descen- 
dants of Johu Deere, inventor of the first all-steel 
plow. Last year folk the first time it was alvardeci to 
8. H. Afccrory, of the U. 8. Department of Agricul- 
ture. The presentation to Dr. STalker mill be made a t  
the annual meeting of the American Society of Agri- 
cultural Engineers to be helcl a t  the University of 
Minnesota next June. 

AT the hundred ancl ninety-fourth convoiation of 
the University of Chicago the honorary doctorate of 
science x7as conferred on Dr. James B. Hcirick, ~vho 
retired in 1926 as e~neritus professor of medicine of 
the Rush Afedical College. Dr. Emmet E. Bav, clean 
of Rush Medical College, a folmer student and asso- 
ciate, preseiltecl Dr. Herrick for the degree. The 
citation read: 'bScholarly teacher and deroted physi- 
cian, whose character and attainmeiltc: haye aclorned 
this university and ~r-hose contributions to kno~vleclge 
have enriched the annals of medical science." 

THE Gilivel'jity of Paris has conferred honoraiy 
clegrees on Dr. Albert ron Szent-Ggorggi, professor 
of meclical chemistv in tlle faculty of medicine of 
the University of Szeged; 011 Dr. S. P. L. Soreilson, 
director of the chemical section of the Carliberg Lab- 
oratory, Copenhagen, ancl on Dr. Paul Karrer, cli-
rector of the Institute of Chelnistrg at the Uni7-ersity 
of Zurich. 

TRINITY COLLEGE, Dublin, conferred on December S 
the honorary degree of doctor of science on Dr. E. S. 
Goodrich, professor of zoology and coniparative anat- 
omy a t  the Cniver3ity of Oxford. 

Jlweuna Xews reports that the Inter-JInseum Conll- 
cil of New york Cits, at a meeting of representatives 
of about thirty inbtltution3 held on November 4, electecl 
Dl'. Clark Wissler, of the American 3Iuseum of Nat- 
ural Hlstory, chairman; Hardinge Scholle, 3Iusenm of 
the City of New york, vice-cihairman, and Robelt P. 
Sham, of the New York l\luseum of Science and 111- 
dustry, sec~etn~,y-freasz(rer.  

DR. ERNEST E. TYZZCR, George Fabyan professor 
of comparative pat l lolog~ a t  Harrard Xedical School, 


