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light on its complicatious, spent much of the summer 
studying and annotating the material a t  the herbarium. 

Professor Liberty Hxde Bailey, ~17hose first work on 
the geilns C n r e z  was published by the herbarium in 
1886, made a visit to the herbarium i n  September, 
studying, in his eightg-first year, the intricate sources 
of cultivated plants. Professor Bailey is the only 
living associate of d s a  Gray. 

Dr. lieilneth I?. Baker, of the experiment station 'of 
the Pirieaplsle Producers Cooperative Association of 
the Hawaiian Islands, e n  r o z l t ~  to tropical South 
America to study and collect wild species of the pine- 
apple group, spent several days in consultation v i th  
Dr. Smith, one of the world's authoritiei on this family 
of plant^, and will later have the assistaiice of Dr. 
Smith in interpreting his results. Ernest Rouleau, 
cu~*atorof the herbarium of the Universit? of 52011- 
treal, spent the summer at  the Gray Her*bariuni as a 
special research fello~v, studving herbarium tecliliiclue. 

A XEETIXG ~vill  be held at  the New TorB Botanical 
Gardcn in Bronx Park  on Decen~ber S and 9 to coilsider 
problems arising out of the damage done to trees dur- 
ing the hurricane of Septenlber 21. The call for  the 
meeting is being issued by Dr. Ff-illialn J. Robbins, 
clirector of the Botailical Garden, a t  the quest of 
a committee co~nposecl of \IT.0. FiIlev, forestw a t  the 
Connecticut Agrieultmal Experiment Station; Dr. B. 
0. Dodge, plant pathologist a t  the garden; ancl Dr. 
E. P. Pelt, director and chief entoinologiit a t  the Bart- 
lett Tree Research Laboratories. Mr. Filley will serve 
as  temporary chairman of the meeting, which mill be 
opened with a short address by Dr. Robbins. 

The loss: of a million or more good trces in the eaqte1.n 
states buring the llurricane \\-hich slrept u p  the coast 
and aeross New England is the motive of the gather- 
ing, which is to be k n o ~ ~ nas the Etzstcrn ~ h k d e  Tree 
Conference. The airn is to study the selection aritl cnl- 
ture of more sturdy, dorm-proof trees; to propose a 
program of rehabilitation of damaged trees; and to 
endeavor to gain a greater control over tree dibeases 
and pebts fo r  the protection of trees in future years. 

Some of the special problems incidental to the dam- 
ago wrought by the hurvicaiie include more concen-
trated attention to the pests of trees which are increas- 
ing in this area. Of special importance is the Dutch 
elm di-ease, which is carried by a beetle ~vhich breeds in 
~ e a bor unhealthy trees. Half a dozen other myaging 
insect and fungous pects will be taken under consider- 
ation a t  the ~onference. The problems connected with 
then1 are outlined by Dr. Felt as  f o l l o ~ ~ ~ s  : 

The gipsy moth, a serious pest of ~ h a d c  and forest 
trees, has been sloalr exteriding its range ~ ~ e s t ~ v a r d  and 
has now become abundant in several localities in we3tcrn 
N ~ T T ~  Tlie con- England close to or near the barrier zone. 
trol of this insect is beconling a general problem. 

The European spruce sa\vfly: a recently introduced 
species establishecl over niucb of Kelv England, has caused 
serious damage to spruce forests in linlited areas i11 Maine, 
Nem- Halnpsliire and Vermont and inn? develop as a de- 
struetire pest of Sor~ray  spruce. 

The Japanese beetle has been steailily exte~~ding the 
range of serious infestation in New Jersey and ad-
jacclit areas and is nolv becoming extreme17 abilndant 
aiid injurious in southeastern Ne;r Sorli and south~rstern 
N c ~ r  England. 

Tlie elm leaf beetle lias defoliated inally trees in the 
Hudson River Valley and in Ne~v Eiiglaiicl during the past 
40 years. I t  is more than probable that this insect has 
played an important part in I?-eakening Inany of the shade 
trees ~rhich were badly damaged by thc hurricane. This 
is also true of canker TTornls and forest tent caterpillars. 

The ~villom scab fungus is a disease uillicli lias killed 
lnnng tliousands of ~villox trees in tlie East. Its control 
is anot11t.r of the serious problclns for the tree owner. 
There are, in addition, the Spiiaerop~is on Ailstrian pine 
and the Cytospora of the Nor~ray and Colorado blue 
sprnces. 

T H E  AMERICAN ORNITHOLOGISTS' UNION 

THE fifty-sixth annual meeting of the American 
01.nithologists' 'nion was held at  the U. S. Katiolial 
&luseum, T;S'ashiligton, D. C., from October 17 to 21, 
1938, with a registered attendance of t v o  hund~ed  
and thirty-three. Fifty-nine scientific papers 11-ere 
read-many illustrated by color slides or films. The 
tht-ee days of progran1 sessions included a like num- 
ber oi evening entertainmelits; ope11 house at  the 
rnuseunl, the anliual dili~ier and buqiness meetings 
of 1-arious sections. On Fiiday the more than two 
hundred ornithologists 111 attendance visited the agri- 
cultural research center at Beltsville, Md. Many re-
mained on Saturday for  a conducted tour of the 
National Zoological Park. 

Officers elected for the new year were as  follo~i-s: 
Presidejzt, Dr. Herbert Friedmanu, JITashington, D. C.;  
Trice-presiderbts, Dr. J .  P. Chapin, S e w  York City; 
Dr. J. L. Peters, Cambridge, Mass.; Scc re tn~y ,Dr. 
JJawrence E. Hicks, Columbus, 0 . ;  l 'wasurel; Rud-
yerd Boulton, Chicago; Co~!ncil ,  W. L. M c h t e ~ ,  
\T7ashingtori, D. C.; John T. Zimmer, New York City, 
arid Robert T. Aioore, Pasadena. 

The Brervster Medal award ~ v a s  made to Dr. Thomas 
S. Roberts for his voluilles on '-Tlie Birds of Minne- 
sota." One fellow, Dr. I ra  N. Cabrielson, Washing- 
ton, D. C.; tvc-o honorary fellows, Eliot Iloward, of 
England, and Jacques Berlioz, of France, and six 
corresponding fellows, K. A. Hind~vood, Australi:~; 
I<onrad Lorenz, Sustr ia ;  ?T7ilhe1m Xeise, Gernlal~g; 
R. E. Norean, Tanganyika, Africa; Ernst Shuz, Ger- 
many; Y: Tinbergen, Netherland-, were elected. 

I11 addltio~l to 337 new associate members, eight new 
members were nameci: Thon~asT. McCabe, I-Iarold 
AIichener, Gaylc B. Pick~i~ell, E .  Lowell Sumner, Jr. ,  


