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ber 12 at the age of thirty-five years. His published
papers have been concerned with the cytology and
genetics of Mirabilis. For several years prior to his
death he was engaged in a cytogenetical survey of the
Tradescantias of the Great Smoky Mountains of Ten-
nessee and North Carolina.

FrEDERICK CLEMENS ZEISBERG, techniecal investi-
gator of the development department, E. I. du Pont
de Nemours and Company, and president, American
Institute of Chemical Engineers, died on November
12 at the age of fifty years.

GLEN P. VAN ESELTINE, associate in research in the
division of pomology at the New York State Agricul-
tural Experiment Station, Geneva, died on November
15 at the age of fifty years.

A CORRESPONDENT writes: “William Hudson Behney
died on October 28. He was assistant professor of
zoology at the University of Vermont, with which uni-
versity he had been connected for ten years, as re-
search fellow, assistant in zoology, instructor and
associate professor. He was granted in May, 1938, a
year’s leave of absence to work for his Ph.D. degree,
having received his master of science degree from the
university in 1930. But in September last he was ap-
pointed director of the Fish and Game Service of Ver-
mont. Hardly had he begun the duties of this new
position, still retaining.his connection with the state
university, when he was stricken with a serious illness,
malignant peritonitis, which three weeks later brought
about his death. A young man of only thirty-six
vyears, of remarkable promise and accomplishment, es-
pecially in the field of stream ecology and fish biology,
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Behney’s untimely passing has deprived the country of
one of the most zealous and devoted naturalists of his
generation.”

A MEMORIAL meeting of friends, associates and
former students of Dr. Abram T. Kerr, who until his
death last August had been secretary of the Medical
College of Cornell University at Ithaca for thirty-six
years, was held on October 30. Dr. Benjamin F.
Kingshury, professor of histology and embryology at
Cornell University, presided and spoke of Dr. Kerr’s
long service at Cornell University; Dr. Dean F.
Smiley, medical adviser, spoke of his influence in es-
tablishing hygiene instruction, and Professor Simon
H. Gage, professor of histology and embryology,
emeritus, spoke of him as former student.

AN oil portrait of the late Dr. Charles H. Herty
will be presented by the Alumni Society of the Uni-
versity of Georgia to the university, where he was a
member of the class of 1886 and where he taught
chemistry for many years.

It is reported in Nature that the Council of the
Royal Society of Edinburgh, with permission of the
Hon. Lord Robertson, have caused to be incised on
the house at 14 India Street, Edinburgh, the following
inseription:

JAMES CLERK MAXWELL
NATURAL PHILOSOPHER
Borx HERE 13 JUNE 1831

A NEw statue of Carl Linnaeus, father of modern
systematic botany, has been erected near the Univer-
sity of Lund, Sweden.

'SCIENTIFIC EVENTS

THE ESTABLISHMENT IN THE DEPART-
MENT OF STATE OF A DIVISION OF
CULTURAL RELATIONS

THE Secretary of State, the Honorable Cordell
Hull, has signed the following departmental order es-
tablishing in the Department of State a Division of
Cultural Relations:

For the purpose of encouraging and strengthening cul-
tural relations and intellectual cooperation between the
United States and other countries, it is hereby ordered
that there shall be established in the Department of State
a Division of Cultural Relations.

The division will have general charge of official inter-
national activities of this department with respect to
cultural relations, embracing the exchange of professors,
‘teachers and students; cooperation in the field of musie,
art, literature and other intellectual and cultural attain-
ments; the formulation and distribution of libraries of
representative works of the United States and suitable
translations thereof; the preparations for and manage-

ment of the participation by this government in inter-
national expositions in this field; supervision of participa-
tion by this government in international radio broadecasts;
encouragement of a closer relationship between unofficial
organizations of this and of foreign governments engaged

in cultural and intellectual activities, and, generally, the

dissemination abroad of the representative intellectual
and cultural works of the United States and the improve-
ment and broadening of the seope of our cultural rela-
tions with other countries.

In fulfilling its functions, the Division of Cultural Re-
lations will direct the conduct of exhaustive studies and
have responsibility for the elaboration and the carrying
into effect of a comprehensive and coordinated plan of
activity in this country for the strengthening of interna-
tional intellectual and cultural relations; it will assist in
the preparation and interpretation of treaties in this field;
it will supervise the formulation of regulations and pro-
cedure necessary for the fulfillment of obligations under
the Convention for the Promotion of Inter-Ameriecan Cul-
tural Relations and other treaties and conventions relating
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to cultural relations to which the United States may be-
come a party; it will draft or review correspondence with
foreign governments, American diplomatic and consular
officers and all other correspondence pertaining to these
activities; it will collaborate with the Office of Education
and other government departments and agencies, the
National Committee on Inter-American Intellectual Co-
operation, other educational and cultural organizations
and institutions and foreign missions in Washington.

The Division of Cultural Relations will function under
the general supervision of the Under Secretary of State
and in close cooperation with the geographical divisions.

Mr. Ben M. Cherrington has been appointed Chief of
the Division of Cultural Relations. '

The symbol designation of the division shall be RC.

The chief clerk and administrative assistant will pro-

" vide the essential clerical assistance and equipment for the
new division, within the limits of appropriated funds.

The provisions of this order shall be effective on July
28, 1938, and shall supersede the provisions of any exist-
ing order in conflict therewith.

THE MACDONALD OBSERVATORY OF THE
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS

Dr. Orro STRUVE, director of the Yerkes Observa-
tory of the University of Chicago and joint director of
the MacDonald Observatory, situated on Mount Locke
in the Davis mountains, has reported to the Univer-
sity of Texas that the polishing of the 82-inch mirror
for the MacDonald Observatory of the university has
been completed and it “can be safely aceepted.” Dr.
Struve wrote: ’

Tests made on October 15 indicate that the great
82-inch mirror is finished. The surface is a paraboloid
of 319.66 inches focal length and the actual figure of the
glass does not depart from the mathematical shape by
more than about one millionth of an inch. This extraor-
dinary degree of perfection is the outcome of exactly
four years of gruelling work of grinding and polishing
on the part of C. R. Lundin, optician for the Warner and
Swasey Company of Cleveland, Ohio. During the past
four years astronomers of the University of Chicago’s
Yerkes Observatory have made many accurate tests of
the mirrer. But only now are they fully satisfied that
the new mirror will be as perfect as their investigations
require. .

The mirror will next be coated with a thin layer of
highly reflecting aluminum. Before it is shipped to Fort
Davis, two small convex mirrors must be completed, but
optical experts believe that this should not require more
than a few weeks’ work. Shipment will be made before
the end of December, and astronomical research with the
large telescope will be commenced about the first of next
year. By next spring all remaining tests should be com-
pletely finished.

The 82-inch mirror is at the present time the second
largest finished astronomical mirror in the world. It is

. surpassed only by the 100-inch mirror at the Mount Wil-
son Observatory, Pasadena, Calif. After the completion
of the 200-inch mirror of the California Institute of Tech-
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nology, the Texas mirror will rank third in the entire world.
It is of interest that the three largest astronomical mirrors
are all in the United States. The fourth and the fifth
are located in Canada, at the University of Toronto Ob-
servatory and the Dominion Observatory in Vietoria,
B. C. The sixth mirror in size is again in the
United States, at the Perkins Observatory of Ohio
Wesleyan University. A 76-inch reflector is now under
construction for the Radecliffe Observatory in South
Africa. The University of Michigan is contemplating
the construction of a reflecting telescope of more than
90 inches in diameter. The disc for this mirror has
already been cast, but no optical work has been started.

WORK OF THE GRAY HERBARIUM OF
HARVARD UNIVERSITY

It is reported in The Harvard Alumni Bulletin in
an account of the work of the Gray Herbarium that,
beginning in early April, 1937, Professor Merritt L.
Fernald, ’97, director of the herbarium, started field
work in Virginia, and made six trips, the last in Oecto-
ber, into the coastal plain south of the Rappahannock.
This work, made possible through a generous and
anonymous gift from a friend of the herbarium, and
carried out with the cooperation of Bayard Long, of
the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, is
greatly altering the understanding of the history of
life in eastern North America. The fourth paper re-
sulting from the Virginia work, “Local Plants of the
Inner Coastal Plain of Southeastern Virginia,” with
137 pages, 15 plates and 59 maps, was issued last
winter ; the fifth paper, of similar extent, is now being
igsued. )

The senior curator, Charles A. Weatherby, has con-
tinued his critical studies of tropical American ferns,
resulting from his prolonged visit to the European
herbaria, where he made detailed notes on, and photo-

- graphs of, historical type-specimens from which Amer-

ican species were early described. The junior eurator,
Dr. Lyman B. Smith, has devoted much time and en-
ergy to the collection and organization of authentie
specimens for distribution to the principal herbaria
of the world in the “Plantae Exsiceatae Grayanae.”
During last winter and spring, Dr. Eriec Hultén,
curator of the herbarium of the University of Lund,
spent many weeks at the Gray Herbarium, working
on his projected flora of Alaska. Dr. Hultén’s inten-
sive knowledge of northern floras and the problems of
northern biogeography made him a stimulating con-
tributor in the weekly conferences of advanced stu-
dents. Dr. Harold A. Senn, national research fellow,
has completed his detailed study of the genus Crota-
laria. His extended and important taxonomic mono-
graph and cytological studies will be published as a
“Contribution” from the Gray Herbarium. Professor
L. O. Gaiser, of McMaster University, whose eytolog-
ical work on the American genus Liatris is throwing




