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SCIENTIFIC EVENTS

HURRICANE DAMAGE TO THE STATIONS
OF THE BUREAU OF FISHERIES

It is reported in the Bulletin of the Fisheries Service
that several of the bureau’s stations were in line of the
hurricane which visited the New England States during
the week of September 19. Fortunately, no injury
was suffered by members of the personnel. Superin-
tendent Goffin of the Woods Hole, Mass., station writes
in regard to the situation there:

You have probably been informed of my telegrams to
the commissioner relative to the hurricane and tidal wave
which struck this village the afternoon and night of Sep-
tember 21. The wind and sea were terrific, the east dock
and sea wall is practically gone, the coal dock, west dock
and south docks are badly damaged, the capstones of the
sea wall have been knocked out. All basement windows
and doors of the residence building are smashed; this
basement had 6 feet of water which has been pumped out
by the local fire department. We were able to get up
steam on the boiler and syphon out the hatchery building.
Six of our pontoons are a total loss, having been swept out
to sea; the sea entered the buildings through the front
door and basement windows. The slate roofs of both the
residence and the hatchery building are badly damaged.
The fence along the street has been mostly carried away
and the grounds between the residence and sea wall are
badly washed out. The boilerhouse had 3 feet of water,
but this disappeared when the waters receded, leaving very
little damage there; the basement of the residence build-
ing has a great deal of debris, seaweed and sand washed
in from the sea. We are without lights and can not cook
until the gas company gets its mains in operation. I
am happy to say that out of all this havoe our boat, the
Phalarope 11, was damaged very little so far as I can now
see. The salt water suction pipe line, where it lay along
the wall, is practically all destroyed. As it is'now, the
property and the Phalarope are without protection against
the winter storms due to the loss of the east side sea wall.

The Nashua, N. H., station was damaged by the up-
rooting of a number of trees which caused injury to
buildings and damage to the ponds. It is estimated
that the amount of $15,000 will be necessary to re-
habilitate this station. Both the Gloucester, Mass., and
the Boothbay Harbor, Maine, stations escaped without
any appreciable damage. At the Pittsford, Vt., hatch-
ery the creek overran the station grounds and flooded
out the ponds. The brood stock was thoroughly mixed,
but comparatively few fish were lost. Mr. Lord, in
charge at Pittsford, reports, however, that many wild
trout were undoubtedly destroyed, since they were dis-
covered stranded, in numerous instances, along the line
of débris marking the high water. A bridge, the prop-
erty of the bureau, was washed out, but the structure
was to be razed within the next few days.

The oyster laboratory at Milford, Conn., eseaped

damage, although the Yacht Club building located next
to the station was demolished and a large number of
elm trees surrounding the station and along the street
leading to it had fallen. The station grounds were
under from 1 to 3 feet of water, but all the equipment
and material had been placed on higher shelves or
otherwise made secure.

THE PRACTICE OF MEDICINE AND THE
PRACTICE OF CHEMISTRY

AN attempt to deprive chemists of the right to direct
clinical laboratories in Pennsylvania is being opposed
by the American Chemical Society. The society, ac-
cording to an announcement made by the secretary, Dr.
Charles L. Parsons, of Washington, D. C., has filed a
brief through its attorney, A. J. Nydick, of Philadel-
phia, with the Attorney General of Pennsylvania set-
ting forth “the clear demarkation between the prac-
tice of medicine and the practice of chemistry.”

Dr. Parsons states that:

Evidence in the possession of the society shows that
there has been an organized effort to wrest from the
chemist his natural position in the field of factual investi-
gation in the laboratory. This evidence shows that the
attempt originates with a small group of laboratory
physieians with obvious self interests.

The method adopted is to have the existing law so in-
terpreted by the State Board of Medical Eduecation and
Licensure as to make it unlawful for any one not having
the M.D. degree, no matter how well qualified, to direct
such laboratories.

Between the practicing physician and the chemist who
directs and operates a clinical laboratory there exist the
most cordial professional relationships, but, notwithstand-
ing the esteem in which the qualified chemist is held by the
practicing physician and in spite of a joint resolution
adopted in 1924 by the American Chemical Society, the
American Medical Association, and the American Asso-
ciation of Pathologists and Bacteriologists with respect
to the rights of chemists, certain organizations of physi-
cians affiliated with the American Medical Association
have seen fit to support the contentions of the small group
which is attempting to momopolize the directorships of
clinical laboratories.

The brief deseribes the scope of the science of chem-
istry, recalls medicine’s indebtedness to chemistry,
defines a clinical laboratory as a specialized chemical
laboratory, and declares that “the right to pursue a
profession is a property right which is protected by
the Constitution of the United States.”

The Board of Medical Education and Licensure, it
is explained, has taken the position that the 1935
amendments to the Medical Practice Act of 1911 so
enlarged the Act that “the operation of a clinical lab-
oratory now constitutes the practice of medicine.”



