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Faculty of Medicine and professor of public health,
McGill University; Dr. J. E. Gendreau, director,
Radium Institute, University of Montreal; Dr. Dun-
can Graham, head of the department of medicine,
Banting Institute, University of Toronto; Professor
V. E. Henderson, secretary-treasurer of the. Banting
Research Foundation, Toronto; Dr. Donald Mainland,
professor of anatomy, Dalhousie University, Halifax,
N. 8.; Dr. C. L. Pierre Masson, professor of patho-
logical anatomy, University of Montreal; Dr. J. C.
Paterson, director of the pathological department,
Civic Hospital, Ottawa; Dr. W. G. Penfield, pro-
fessor of neurology and- neuro surgery, MecGill Uni-
versity; Dr. P. H. T. Thorlakson, assistant professor
of surgery, Faculty of Medicine, University of Mani-
toba.

REPORT OF THE NEW YORK COMMITTEE
FOR THE STUDY OF HOSPITAL IN-
TERNSHIPS AND RESIDENCE

AT a recent meeting of the Greater New York Hos-
pital Association, the forthcoming report of a three-
year survey of internships and residencies in the hos-
pitals of New York City was diseussed by Dr. F. L.
Babbott, chairman of the New York Committee for
the Study of Hospital Internships and Residencies,
and by Dr. J. A. Curran, executive secretary. The
New York Committee was sponsored by the five medi-
cal colleges of New York City and the New York
Academy of Medicine. In its work, the committee has
had the cooperation of ninety-seven voluntary and
muniecipal hospitals in the municipal area. The study
has been financed through grants made by the Com-
monwealth Fund, and the report will be published by
the fund. :

Dr. Curran pointed out that New York City occu-
pies a leading position in the country in the education
of doctors. At the time of the survey, 103 medical
colleges in all parts of the United States, in Canada
and in several foreign countries furnished over 2,000
graduates for advanced training in -the internships,
residencies and other house-staff services in the 182
hospitals of all types in New York City. Seventy-
seven of these hospitals have been approved by the
American Medical Association and were offering
house-staff training to 1,968 individuals.

The report stresses the length and the arduous
nature of the modern medical course. In New York
City, besides the usual four years in medical college,
at least two additional years of internship are consid-
ered necessary before & doctor may safely assume inde-
pendent responsibility for the care of the sick.

The close association between medical colleges and
hospitals was shown by the fact that 1,353 out of the
1,968 house-staff members were in hospitals having
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some degree of medical college affiliation. Hospitals
were divided into three groups—“teaching,” “affili-
ated” and “non-teaching”—acecording to the degree of
their participation in the undergraduate programs of
the several medical colleges in the city. Over ninety-
five per cent. of the internships in the so-called non-
teaching hospitals were rotating (attempting to cover
all services in the hospital), while most of the straight
internships (on one service only) and mixed intern-
ships (on two or three services only) were provided
by the teaching and affiliated hospitals. It is, there-
fore, important to consider the educational standing

- of the complete rotating internship.

The committee attempted to evaluate each step of
the medical-educational process. A comparison of the
preparation of the graduates of American and foreign
medical schools showed in most instances the superior
quality of the education received in the American in-
stitutions, as applied to intern requirements in this
country. The survey demonstrated the need for better
organized education of the interns, for in approxi-
mately half of the hospitals systematic introduction
to their duties and continued instruction and super-
vision could be much better organized.

In addition to the internships, it was shown that
there were 577 residencies and fellowships in 53 of
the 77 hospitals of the city approved by the American
Medical Association. Through these opportunities,
interns have obtained advanced training in special
fields. In the majority of instances, it was concluded -
that the residencies have greatly enhanced the quality
of care given the patients and have been of valuable
assistance in the teaching of students and interns.

The committee has undertaken a program of annual
revisitation of hospitals eooperating in plans for im-
proved house-staff education. Material gathered is
said to have been invaluable in the guidance of under-
graduates seeking internship placement. These re-
visits have revealed increasing interest in better educa-
tion of the interns, and in better provision for their
housing, recreation and health care. A serious ob-
stacle has been insufficient funds for these needs.

THE ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTIETH ANNI-
VERSARY CELEBRATION OF THE
" LINNEAN SOCIETY .
THE one hundred and fiftieth anniversary celebra-
tion of the Linnean Society of London was opened on
May 25 in the rooms of the Royal Institution, when
the Linnean Medal was presented to Sir D’Arcy Went-
worth Thompson, and the president, John Ramsbot-
tom, keeper of botany in the British Museum (Natural
History), delivered his presidential address.
According to an account of the meeting given in the
London Témes, among those present were many foreign




