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Over this face may be poured a thin layer of the par-
tially polymerized methyl methacrylate, which will
solidify on the already formed solid without appre-
ciable demarkation. This work is being continued.

James H. HisBEN
WasHINGTON, D. C.

A PARAFFIN BLOCK TRIMMER!

THE description of a paraffin block trimmer is
offered because of its usefulness, inexpensiveness and
simplicity of construction. An old discarded Bausch
and Lomb dissecting microscope stand, with lens arm
and glass stage removed, and a regular microtome
blade were utilized in constructing the trimmer. The
microtome blade can be inserted and removed by
merely tightening and loosening two wing nuts.

A hard tough wood was used in the trimmer. The
following procedure is suggested for construecting it.
Cut out a piece 23” (23” plus width of saw used)
x18” x6”. If several are to be made increase the
length accordingly. Drill holes for the four wood
serews (a) on the 18" side, §”” from one edge. These
serews clamp block A and B to the rack. Rip the block
so as to obtain block A, #” thick, and block B, 1§”
thick. Cut the groove for the toothed part of the rack
only in the middle of block A. Make a V-shaped
groove for the triangular-shaped rack in block B. On
the opposite side from the V-shaped groove cut out
an area 12”x13”. Cut the inclined plane, on which
the microtome blade rests, at 30° with the horizontal

plane, beginning the cut at the corner. The finished
block B should measure about 29,/32” on the side that
clamps to A and 1 7/16” on the opposite side. Fin-
ished block A measures $”x1 5/16”. Block C mea-
sures 18” x 31”x 3%”. A %” stove bolt (b), as a set-
serew, holds the object block tight in the block. Block
D measures 18” x 33”7 x 6”. Cut out an area %” x13”
to coinecide with the same size opening in block B.
These two combined openings (3”x13”) allow
trimmed-off paraffin to fall below. »

This blade holder was constructed for use with a
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Spencer No. 942 blade. If a smaller blade is used the
dimensions should be changed so that when block C is
pushed up against block B, in the process of trimming
the paraffin block, there will be about 3” clearance
between block C and the cutting edge of the microtome
blade. This obviously is for protecting the cutting
edge.

The microtome blade is held in place by a piece of
sheet metal 1}” x 4” fastened to block A by means of
two stove bolts with wing nuts.

The trimming of the paraffin block is accomplished
in the following manner: Block C, with the object
block (¢) held securely in a 2” hole drilled for that
purpose, is pushed up repeatedly against block B.
The height of the microtome blade is regulated by
turning the pinion. It is suggested that the cutting
edges at each end of the blade, which can not be used
for sectioning, be used for trimming the block.
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